
Let us love one another; for love is God and

everyone that loveth is born of God and

knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not

God; for God is love. If we love one another

God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in

us..........

We must move past indecision to action. We

must find new ways to speak for peace in

Vietnam and justice throughout the developing

world -- a world that borders on our doors. If

we do not act we shall surely be dragged down

the long dark and shameful corridors of time

reserved for those who possess power without

compassion, might without morality, and

strength without sight.

Now let us begin. Now let us rededicate

ourselves to the long and bitter -- but beautiful

-- struggle for a new world. This is the calling

of the [children] of God, and our brothers [and

sisters] wait eagerly for our response. Shall we

say the odds are too great? Shall we tell them

the struggle is too hard? Will our message be

that the forces of American life militate against

their arrival as full men, and we send our

deepest regrets? Or will there be another

message, of longing, of hope, of solidarity with

their yearnings, of commitment to their cause,

whatever the cost? The choice is ours, and

though we might prefer it otherwise we must

choose in this crucial moment of human history.

ACTIONS

1. Consult these websites  to learn about and

become involved in nonviolent actions:

www.paxchristiusa.org   www.vcnv.org

www.paceebene.org

2.  Share and discuss this leaflet with your

family, friends, coworkers and faith

community.

 

8th Day Center for Justice

205 W. Monroe St.

Chicago IL 60606

312-641-5151

8thday@claret.org 

www.8thdaycenter.org 

Local contact:

Note: These words by Martin Luther King,

Jr. seem fitting today. One need only

replace the name “Vietnam” with “Iraq”

or “Iran.”

Beyond Vietnam:

A Time to

Break Silence
By Rev. Martin Luther King, 4 April 1967

As I have walked among the desperate, rejected

and angry young [people], I have told them that

Molotov cocktails and rifles would not solve

their problems. I have tried to offer them my

deepest compassion while maintaining my

conviction that social change comes most

meaningfully through nonviolent action. But

they asked -- and rightly so -- what about

Vietnam? They asked if our own nation wasn't

using massive doses of violence to solve its

problems, to bring about the changes it wanted.

Their questions hit home, and I knew that I

could never again raise my voice against the

violence of the oppressed in the ghettos without



having first spoken clearly to the greatest

purveyor of violence in the world today -- my

own government. For the sake of those [young

ones], for the sake of this government, for the

sake of hundreds of thousands trembling under

our violence, I cannot be silent.......

Now, it should be incandescently clear that no

one who has any concern for the integrity and

life of America today can ignore the present

war. If America's soul becomes totally

poisoned, part of the autopsy must read

Vietnam. It can never be saved so long as it

destroys the deepest hopes of men [and women]

the world over. So it is that those of us who are

yet determined that America will be [different]

are led down the path of protest and dissent,

working for the health of our land.

As if the weight of such a commitment to the

life and health of America were not enough,

another burden of responsibility was placed

upon me in 1964; and I cannot forget that the

Nobel Prize for Peace was also a commission --

a commission to work harder than I had ever

worked before for "the brotherhood of man."

This is a calling that takes me beyond national

allegiances, but even if it were not present I

would yet have to live with the meaning of my

commitment to the ministry of Jesus Christ. To

me the relationship of this ministry to the

making of peace is so obvious that I sometimes

marvel at those who ask me why I am speaking

against the war. Could it be that they do not

know that the good news was meant for all... --

for Communist and capitalist, for their children

and ours, for black and for white, for

revolutionary and conservative? Have they

forgotten that my ministry is in obedience to the

one who loved his enemies so fully that he died

for them? What then can I say to the "Vietcong"

or to Castro or to Mao as a faithful minister of

this one? Can I threaten them with death or

must I not share with them my life? .........

T
here is something seductively tempting

about stopping there and sending us all

off on what in some circles has become a

popular crusade against the war in Vietnam. I

say we must enter the struggle, but I wish to go

on now to say something even more disturbing.

The war in Vietnam is but a symptom of a

far deeper malady within the American

spirit, and if we ignore this sobering reality we

will find ourselves organizing clergy- and

lay[person] -- concerned committees for the

next generation. They will be concerned about

Guatemala and Peru. They will be concerned

about Thailand and Cambodia. They will be

concerned about Mozambique and South

Africa. We will be marching for these and a

dozen other names and attending rallies without

end unless there is a significant and profound

change in American life and policy. Such

thoughts take us beyond Vietnam, but not

beyond our calling as [children] of the living

God.

In 1957 a sensitive American official overseas

said that it seemed to him that our nation was

on the wrong side of a world revolution.

During the past ten years we have seen emerge

a pattern of suppression which now has justified

the presence of U.S. military "advisors" in

Venezuela. This need to maintain social

stability for our investments accounts for the

counter-revolutionary action of American

forces in Guatemala. It tells why American

helicopters are being used against guerrillas in

Colombia and why American napalm and green

beret forces have already been active against

rebels in Peru. It is with such activity in mind

that the words of the late John F. Kennedy

come back to haunt us. Five years ago he said,

"Those who make peaceful revolution

impossible will make violent revolution

inevitable."

Increasingly, by choice or by accident, this is

the role our nation has taken -- the role of

those who make peaceful revolution

impossible by refusing to give up the

privileges and the pleasures that come from

the immense profits of overseas investment.

I am convinced that if we are to get on the

right side of the world revolution, we as a

nation must undergo a radical revolution of

values. We must rapidly begin the shift from a

"thing-oriented" society to a "person-oriented"

society. When machines and computers, profit

motives and property rights are considered

more important than people, the giant triplets of

racism, materialism, and militarism are

incapable of being conquered...........

This call for a world-wide fellowship that lifts

neighborly concern beyond one's tribe, race,

class and nation is in reality a call for an

all-embracing and unconditional love for all....

This oft misunderstood and misinterpreted

concept -- so readily dismissed by the

Nietzsches of the world as a weak and cowardly

force -- has now become an absolute necessity

for the survival of man. When I speak of love I

am not speaking of some sentimental and weak

response. I am speaking of that force which all

of the great religions have seen as the supreme

unifying principle of life. Love is somehow the

key that unlocks the door which leads to

u l t i m a t e  r e a l i t y .  T h i s

Hindu-Moslem-Christian-Jewish-Buddhist

belief about ultimate reality is beautifully

summed up in the first epistle of Saint John:


