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“TodayWe March,
TomorrowWe \Vote”



Immigrants--8angers in Our Midst

“I was a stranger and you made me welcomemt.25:35)
Brian McLauchlin, SVD

hose of us who are first, second, or third generatipocket of tomatoes. Immokalee workers are exploited yet
in the US will remember hearing stories from our further by fast-food companies, such as McDonalds, who
parents, grandparents, or great-grandparents abelt not ensure farmworkers their fundamental rights with re-
their arrival in the US from Europe or other countries arougdrd to benefits, etc. The theme of exploitation is further
the world and how they were not made to feel welcomed lghlighted by the story of Maria (p. 3), which shares her
the lager, mainstream communityrhe Irish, for example, frustrations in finding a good, fair-wage job and having
were not allowed to apply for many jobs or live in certain  enough money to feed and clothe familfaria also high-
neighborhoods, even though they could speak the languagights the exploitation immigrants feel whenever they go to
of their new country My grandmothés family was not the immigration dice to apply for residengynly to learn
made to feel welcome MWisconsin after they arrived from they have to pay fines and get fingerprinted like criminals.
Silesia. In fact, residents used to make fun of them for their
strange, foreign ways. My point here is that there are couftsecond theme in this issue is that of welcoming the
less stories our family members can recall of not feeling stranger to a new landss Rev Craig Mousin points out,
welcome in a new environment, of being made to feel like(p. 8) we can read about how the “stranger” has been wel-
strangers in a new land. comed/not welcomed to a new land in several Scriptural
passages. Jesus certainly did not ask his followers if they
The stories of many immigrant family members center onwere documented citizens before he would socialize and
issues of not feeling welcome, but the immigrants who cregfister to them. Scripture tells us to LOVE our neighbor

over US borders today face far more challenging problenisst ask them invasive questions to find out if they are a non-
My grandmothéis family, for instance, did not havewmorry terrorist threat.

about the legal ramifications of their presend&fisconsin.

Present immigration laws make it more difficult to love our

An immigrant family from Mexico todayhough, has a neighbor; in fact, they belie the Biblical injunction of show-
whole legal system to contend with, not considering otheriisg compassion to the strangénstead of handing out
sues, such as crime or the employment system. This issW@rm clothes to a group of Guatemalan immigrants, we are
of Centeringswill explore modern day immigration and  now told we could be heavily fined for our act of love.
some of the themes of justice and injustice that surround Rather than a fluid, welcoming bordere see a few thou-
I would like to emphasize and discuss two themes that susand deaths in the desert because immigrants were not able
face in many instances throughout the articles of this issug pass safelyIn addition to this, we see serious crimes
exploitation and against immigrants who, because of their status cannot re-
/ _ \ welcoming the port injustices or we see youths who join gangs in order to

il DRy CEmER 107 o UETss stranger inour midst. feel secure in an often-hostile environmeivelcoming the
stranger to our land will require much friendlier immigration
policies.

205W. Monroe $reet
Chicago IL 60606-5062 In relation to the

312-641-5151 phone theme of exploita-

Sthgisgigrleztf; ;ﬁail t?on, we have an ar-As we read through these var_ious_ articles, | inyite us to re-
www.Sthdaycenteorg web page ticle (p.6-7) that fo- flect on the experience of the immigrant. In doing so, not
cuses on the plight only do we step into their shoes, but we also gain a certain
8th Day Centeringss published quarterly of immigrant empathy with them. In addition to empatiue need to

for sponsoring subscribers as a tool for .
el Sl A (0 e seemdn T Immokalee work work to change minds and hearts to the Gospel message of

peace and justice in the world. ers. Notonlydo  truly welcoming all strangers. Then, not only do we wel-
they work long, come the immigrant to work, but we also WELCOME the
Editorial BoardMike Corlew CMF, Vol.; hard hours each  whole person: spirit, mind, and body

Kathleen Desautels, SP; Mary Kay Flanigan, OSH; day, but they also
Helen GourlayBVM; Christy Lytle, CSA; Brian earn on |y 40-45

McLauchlin, SVD; Katié/aratta, JVC Magis. . . oL
k / cents for each 32-IbBrian McLauchlin, SVD, is in his second year at 8th.Day
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NMaria’s Sory

ranky $ebbins, who works at My husband came to the US in name of that townlArriving back on
the Resurection Ppject, a Sept.,1976. | came in Feb., 1977.  the border is a very difficult thing. |
community-based pject in After this we were ok for a few was taken to the immigration office;

Chicagos Mexican aga, asked a  years. Then | was arrested at workthey took down all of my information
woman fom Mexico to tell her stgr with another woman, handcuffed, deand told me to go. | asked: “Where

about cossing the bater The tained for five hours, and released. should | go? | don’t know anyone
story follows: Then my husband and I hired an at- here.” They told me to cross the
torney bridge--that Mexico was on the other
The Crossing side. Its a very dificult thing. | was
No Help From Attorney scared.

It's a dificult experienceWhen |

came walking my son got sick\Ve | received a letter from immigration toLuckily there were two other gentle-
were in the desert on the border andappear at their offices. | called my men who were deported with me. If it
all night he had a feveiThere was  attorney and let him know about the wasn't for them | don’t know what |

no one there who | could ask for helpletter He told me not to worry about would have done. They suggested that
| wanted to turn back, and forget it. This happened several more timesget a room in the hotel on the Mexi-
about it. Itis very difficult when your and each time | called to let the attorean side of the border and make plans
child is sick and you cannot ease his ney know about the letter he told mewith my family. | explained that | did
pain. In the morning, the person whonot to worry Then | received a “datenot have enough money to return to my
was to help me cross the border for deportation notice” in the mail. It family AND stay in the hotel. So they
helped me get some medicine for mywas an appointment for me to appeatold me where there was a bus station
son’s ear infection. | still wanted to in court before a judge. | called the open all night. | could sleep there, and

go back to Mexico. attorney again. He said that every- get on the next bus in the morningt
thing would be fine...that he would filehat time | had two children in school
Then we were in the airport in El for a suspension of deportation. 1 and a two and a half year old daughter

Paso. My son was following these asked him what I should do. Should bt home in Chicago. | didn’t know what

men. It had been awhile since he hagack a suitcase? Do | need to makavould happen, who would care for

seen his fatheand so he thought arrangements for my children? Hethem. So | did the only thing | could

these men were possibly his dad. Héold me not to worrythat he, too, was do. | went where | knew someone:

started calling to them, “papa, papa!” going to be there for my court date Durango--where my mother lives.

So these two men turned to look at and that it would be fine. When | ar-

my little boy. They were immigration rived, the attorney wasn't there. | called my husband from the bus sta-

officers. They looked to see who theThere was a van outside waiting to tion. | said that the children would

boy was traveling with and realized take me to the airport. have to come back here so that they

that it was me. | was detained. My could be with me, or | would have to

son was hungryThere was only | didn’t know what to do. | had not come back to be with them...It is hor-

soda and | didn’'t have any water to brought much with me. | had $50. | rible what we have to do and what hap-

give him. It was horrible. Horrible.  was handcuffed and put in the van pens to us so that we aren’t discovered.
and taken to the airport. In the termi-

But, one has to continue. When the nal | saw a pay phone and requested Second Crossing

officials saw that | didn’t have any ~ to make a call to my house to let them

food for my son they bought hima  know what was happening. They unThis time when | crossed | was the

sandwich and let us go. One of thentuffed me so that | could call. only woman in a group of men. Thank
advised me that | should return to God they all treated me like | was part
Mexico and not try to cross. He All I could say to my family was that of their family We came in a car; the
stated that it is very difficult for a | was being deported. | didn’'t have car broke down.We were on the free-
woman with a child to make it. any money and | did not know whereway in the middle of nowhere, not near
they were taking me. any place where we could get help.
| phoned my husband in Chicagd/e Thankfully these men were able to fix
discussed our choices and he urged Deportation the car All | can tell you is that | have
me to try again. | agreed since | was no idea where we crossed, no idea.
already there on the borde&nd so | | was taken to Brownsville, TX.
tried again and | made it across. Never again do | want to hear the (Story continued on p. 5).
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ImmigrationThroughVarious Lenses

y now, those who are aware of
B US politics must also be aware

of the immigrant question. This Catholic Socialfeachings (CST), the
question played a role, albeit a small Churchs attempt tdlook at the signs
one, in our recent Congressional elec-of the times and interpt them in the
tions. What you may not know is that light of the Gospels’(Gaudium et
on Oct.18, President Bush quietly  Spe$ give us the principles with which
signed the Secure Fenget of 2006  we are to respond. One key principle
(HR6016). is the dignity of the human person.

Catholic Saocial Teaching

This bill authorizes a 700-mile fence
along the almost 2,100-mile border

Pacem in @rris tells us that théper-
son is the closeseflection of God
with Mexico. It does not, however  among us, and all persons have a
appropriate any money for its con-  moral claim to the goods needed to
struction, but Congress has authorizedpromote and mrtect human dignity
$1.2 billion to Homeland Security for  To preserve this dignitfPope John
“pborder security So Homeland XXIIl said that “every human being
Securitys budget will now include the has the right to #edom of move-
fence, which it really does not want. ment” and when a persa@bwn state
cannot provide the goods necessary t
In light of all this, we have to ask the promote human dignityhe (sic) must
question, “What will the fence mean be permitted to emigrate to other
for us and in particular those of us wh@ountries.”
work with and for immigrants?” I've

Pat DeMarco, OP

diversity Solidarity will be
the result. But wher and
how do today immigrants
find this solidarity if not fom
us and in our chuhes?

Pastoral Perspectives

Many pastoral workers and those
who work in church or parish related
social services sense a feeling of in-
difference or outright hostility from
some who belong to our faith commu-
nities. Therefore, may immigrants
find their support — material and spiri-
tual — outside the confines of the
Catholic Church. Could this be be-
cause those who sit in the pews each
week hardly ever hear a sermon on
CST and less on the Scriptural com-
mands about how “the stranger in our
midst” must be cared for and served?

Because of some recent raids on fac-

question from a few perspectives —
Scripture, Catholic Socidkaching,
and from a pastoral perspective.

portunities to live in dignity in ons’

own country do not exist. While itis
true that sovereign nations have the
What Scripture Says

vide for the common good of their

to migrate for economic reasons if op-tions jobs, etc., many of the immi-

grants are fearful to come forward
for some of the services that the
Church or local parish is able to pro-

right to control their territories and pro-vide — legal services, ESL, food,

clothing, etc.To have to give a name

Throughout the Hebrew and Christian people,“this control must not be usedand address for some is a terrifying

Scriptures we are commanded again meeely for gaining mog and moe
and again to welcome and care for thevealth and posperity” (Pope John
stranger And not only are we com-  XXIII).

manded to care for the stranger

(alien), but we are teervethem. The The US Bishops, ifiWelcoming the
prophets tell us that the test of Israelit&ranger Among Us: Unity in Diver
society is how well the strangers and sity” called for a three-step process
aliens fared among them. Matthew thatincludes conversion, communion
tells us that in the final judgment we  and solidarity

will be asked if we welcomed Jesus in
the form of a strangerOther Scrip-
tural passages which instruct us how
to treat the stranger can be found in
Lv.19,33-34, Dt.24:14,17-18, EX.
22:21, Jer 22:3, Mt.2:13-17,
Eph.2:11-22, 1Corl2:13.

Conversion calls us to under-
standing and ridding our-
selves of any kind of @ju-
dice; communion calls us to a
greater understanding of vari-
ous cultues and openness to

experience. The thought of going to a
government building (city hall) for a
marriage license or birth certificate
can be very traumaticAs a result,
parishes with large immigrant popula-
tions have seen Church marriages fall
dramatically and even child baptisms.

One of the greatest problems for
many pastoral workers is the fact that
many family units are split — a hus-
band working in the US to send
money back home to a wife and chil-
dren. Life becomes very lonely with-
out the comfort of a familyand any
type of legal family reunification takes

Winter , 2007



Immigation Though \arious Lenses Maria’s Sor (continued They were unable to find a record on
(continued fom pevious page) from page % me for that date. They told me that |
Chi _ should pay the $1,000 fine and that they
o . ICago again would contact my daughter paid the
years, I?tr:s atall pokssmle. hThus',f fine and waited t>c/) hea? frompthem
many of the men take another wife, ray |eft t a bus terminal . '
have another family and the money ey left me at a bus terminal and pur- Two years passed. In Feb. 2005 | re-

chased my ticket for me to arrive here igeived a letter denying my petition be-
.Sent back home SIOWIy StOpS. No_t Onl@fhicago. It was four days for me to cause | had been deported_

is the father missing from the family come from the border to Chicago

unit, but some of the mothers then de- '

cide to come to the US and so leave Today

the children in the care of relatives | lost my job when | came back. |
" looked and looked for work. Some  Today | am scared to go out and get the

: _ laces were too faor too unsafe. Oth- - i ituati
This leads 1o another Very serious grs paid very little. That is when | de- 22'||'iJitnvéciﬁ,r'ﬁghrpﬁcfc\,?ri'gﬁgt;g Eshoar:]\ge
tphr oblem v ¥vhen those Ch”dt':n rgach cided to stay home with my children.  people who look at us with distrust. It
coerlmreet?rr]gccec?rgp?n?e):jeririi’orsecyro:sin _ . bothers me a little bit. | understand that
- >SN verything else has been frustrating be-some undocumented people have done
the border alone in search of their Parause | want a good job to have moneysomething wrong--but not all of us.
ents. In 2003 alone, more than 9,800

minors under 17 were repatriated to tofeed my familybut | cant

i ing i ; Today | am here. | do not know if | will
Mexico after traveling illegally with , : |
coyotes trying to reach their parents. Applying for Residency be tomorrow! dont know | hope in
Many of these children find them- God that there is a solution for people

selves in detention centers without re- €N came the amnestyhad these big like myself.

source to counsel or often even somé&iﬂfgsvﬂr?gupsly"sgcg mgtrizli?jelnccgul d _ .
one who speaks their language. P Some people make me feel like a crimi-

not apply because of my deportation. | nal. The only thing that | have done is
Hopefully, with a new Congress aboutkr? ow p_eople o\IN hose rglc ords W(Trgt;/v Ors® make a better life for my familiThis
to take over in our government, the imt- an mlre ar|1 werela eto ﬁpp y; but ha§ been my only crime. I am con-
migration question will be looked at eéery place | went, | was told not to ap-scious of the laws of this countrut |
again. This is where all of us can be-">" want to know what any other woman
come advocates for immigrants and The time arfived when mv dauahter wh gvould do to be back with her children.
respond to our Gospel call. y 9

was born here turned 21 and applied for want you to understand that we did not

Sources: m'eﬁ It was a slow process-- '[V;/O yearscome here to take jobs from people.
- without getting an appointmentiormy  Really we came here to take jobs,
m:z;ncolllggggéor Global Concerns fingerprints. Finally they took myfin-  which many people are too well trained
NY Troe. 10/19/06 gerprints. Then I had to go back so thaind cannot doAlso, it is not true that
! they could take them again. Thenl  we are taking public benefits. | have
NY Tmes, 1/12/06

. went to the interview appointment. never used benefits. Three of my chil-
Miguel Concha, OPLa Jomada,” Dec. 17,2005 They asked for a lot of paperwork and dren attended private schools. | believe

Justice for Immigrants: A Journey of Hope, USCCBocumentation. that we are contributing more than we

Pat DeMaco, OR a Dominican Sister of Resid Denied are taking away
Amityville, NY spent 10 years working in esiaency Lenie ) )
Bolivia and is presently working as a Pas- Katie \aratta requested her friend Franky

toral Associate in a largely immigrant par- | went to the interview | was asked if ~ Sebbins to do this intetew Katie and
'5(;‘. n I?r_ooltdynt. Pat tﬁ's‘?r:]eaclhes as an _I'd ever been arrested. | told them the Franky ae both studying for a Master
adjunct instructor in the Theology Dept. 0 : . :
Molloy College and is a member of the  truth, that yes I had been arrested and Degree in Social Justice at Loyola U.,
Brooklyn Diocesan Hispanic Ministry Ad- deported. They asked me the date. ~ Chicago, IL. Franky is a leader in

visory Board. Epiphany Parish.
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Immigrant ImmokaleeWorkers
Struggle ror Rights

r

he Coalition of Immokale@/orkers (CIW) is a
community-based Florida farmworker organizationjs
of Mexican, Guatemalan, Haitian and Mayan indig
enous immigrant workers. Meeting first in the local Cathg
lic church over a decade ago, the CéWElentless human
rights work has led to several key changes in the Florida
agricultural industrys treatment of farmworkers.

Successes include an end to widespread violence in the
fields; the investigation and successful prosecution of six
cases of modern-day slavery resulting in the liberation of
over 1,000 workers; and a precedent-setting agreement
with Yum BrandsTaco Bells parent company and the LA
world’s lagest fast-food system, to directly improve wagel® Sl = S . ¥i

and working conditions for farmworkersTaco Bells to-

mato supply chain. These victories have brought the firstYet it is also undeniable that the vast majority of

taste of economic justice for many farmworkers, but farmworkers today are immigrants. Given this fact, and
much work remains. given the recent mobilizations and controversy surrounding
the “immigration debate,” i§'worth looking into how and
Sweatshop Conditions why people end up as tomato pickers.
Florida farmworkers labor from dawn to dusk for sub-pov- After NAFTA
erty wages, without the right to organize, the right to over-
time pay for overtime work, nor benefits of any kind. After the passage of the Nofmerican Fredrade

Workers earn 40-45 cents for every 32-Ib. bucket of tomaAgreement (NAFAR) in 1994, Mexico transformed from

toes that they pick, a rate that hasn’t changed significantlpne of the largest exporters of corn in the world to one of

since 1978 At this rate, a farmworker must pick nearly 2¥4he lagest exporters of cheap labdfter NAFTA, Ameri-

TONS of tomatoes just to earn minimum wage for a typicaan corn—from an industry subsidized heavily by the US

10-hour day government—was dumped on the Mexican market where it
sold for much less the cost of local Mexican corn, indeed

These everyday “sweatshop” conditions largely result froraften less than the cost to produce corn. This put thou-

large corporate tomato purchaseradd@ Bell, McDonalds, sands of Mexic@ small family farmers out of business.

etc.) exerting huge downward pressures on worker wages

and conditions through their low-cost, high-volume purchasa order to survive and feed their families, these small farm-

ing practices With sweatshop conditions as the norm, ers often migrated to large cities or the northern border

Florida’s fields of exploitation have proven to be ripe for area of Mexico, hoping to find work. When this work

more extreme forms of exploitation—human trafficking angroved elusive or insufficient, many made the next step to

modern-day slavery rings—to take root. cross into the US in hopes of earning a dignified wage to
support their families back home. Instead, many found only

Since 1997, the CIW has worked in conjunction with local further exploitation in the fields.

and federal authorities to investigate, uncoaad pros-

ecute those responsible in six separate cases of moderntaspking at immigration through the framework of globaliza-

slavery where workers are held in isolated camps, watchédn helps us to see commonalities that can bring people to-

over by armed guards, and not allowed to leave or commgether in relationships of trust and respédd.the CIW

nicate with the outside world. states in a recent web report,

Throughout US historythe agricultural industry has beenan “...in a highly consolidated food system, both

“equal opportunity exploitgrwhether those working in the groups (farmworkers and small family farmers)

fields were pooAfrican-Americans, whites, or immigrants.

6 Winter , 2007



Brigitte Gynther and Marc Rodrigues_

are being squeezed by immense marketefor
On the one hand, small independent farmers
are increasingly unable to depend on local
markets nor can they compete withgarcorpo-
rate farms for contracts with high-volume buy-
ers such as McDonalsl.. Meanwhile, these
mega-buyersinsatiable, yearround appetites
for cheap fesh poduce — egardless of the la-
bor conditions under which the aps ae

picked — further drive down farmworkers’ sub-
poverty wages.

After four years;Taco Bell agreed to the Cl&/demands in

an historic agreement that established the first-ever ongoing
payment from a fast-food corporation down its supply chain
to directly improve farmworker wages and an enforceable
code of conduct that involves farmworkers directly in its
monitoring and verificationTheTaco Bell boycott victory

set groundbreaking precedents for worker participation, eco-
nomic justice, and transparency in corporate supply chains,
but it is only a first step.

Plea to McDonab’s

It is this “br oad vision of justice — not only for
Immokalees farmworkers but also for family farmers
immigrant workers, and consumers egmwehee” that
lies at the heart of the Campaign for Fair Food, organize
by a coalition of groups to work with McDonadd’

Other immigrant farmworkers have fled from persecutio
associated with the civil wars in Guatemala and other
CentralAmerican countriesThe annual vigil to close the
School of theAmericas in Ge@ia, a movement cata-
lyzed by the massacre of six Jesuit priests, their co-
worker and her teenage daughter in El Salvador is al-
ways well-attended by CIW members for this reason.

Other large corporations that purchase large amounts of
' Florida produce, such as McDonadmust also ensure fun-
aamental rights for farmworker$o date, McDonald has
esponded to the CIW'call for justice with public relations
efforts that attempt to silence the voice of farmworkers.
nPeople of faith have a tremendous role to play in calling on
McDonalds to do the right thingThe Florida Catholic Con-
ference, Cardinal George, and the United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops--through a letter by BisHaiMarzio--
have all called on McDonaklto work with CIW

The fast-food industry buys an enormous amount of fresh
tomatoes from Florida-based companies. Having ana-
lyzed the downward pressure on farmworker wages
caused by the fast-food indussyurchasing practices,

the ClWreached out tdaco Bell, a major buyer of

Florida tomatoesAfter no response they launched the
Taco Bell boycott in 2001.

Taco Boycott In April 2007, CIWfarmworkers will travel from
] o ] ) Immokalee, Flto Chicago, ILin a nationallruth Tour, cul-
People of faith, active in the Cl\&/tampaigns since minating in a major mobilization at McDonadCorporate
1998 when southwest Florida religious leaders J_om_ed to- Headquartersds the farmworkers intensify their call for
gether to support a farmworker fast, were crucial in McDonalds to improve sub-poverty wages and abuses in its

bringing theTaco Bell boycott to a successful resolution, omatg supply chain, people of faith have an opportunity to
sending hundreds of thousands of letters and postcards {Qntinue to act.

Taco Bell, oganizing protests &iaco Bell restaurants,

and participating in national CIWuthTours. Bishop For more information, visit:
John Nevins of the Diocese dénice, FLtirelessly www.eiw-online.og
wrote toTaco Bell,Yum Brands (&co Bells parent wwwallianceforfairfood.og

. , Wwwuscch.og/comm/achives/2006/06-190.shtml
company) and Catholics in the company headquarters

area. Students at the University of Notre Dame held a For worship, educational, and organizing materials or become involved in
130-person fast to successfully call on Notre Dame to the CIWS April Truth Tour, contact: info@interfaithact.or

live up to its Catholic social teachings and cut a football  gyigitte and Mac work with, espectivelyinterfaith Action and
sponsorship witffaco Bell. the Student/Farmworker Alliance.
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Blessedire...

aomi knew (Ruth, ) Moabite  As one reads the words of Jesuse is  Notwithstanding the “pragmatic” efforts
practices threatened her home- hard pressed to find a resonance with ol tighten our borders and increase secu-
land; Ruth was the foreigner  immigration laws. Blessed are those witlity, the alleged problem has grown with
Her story was told when the country  government authorization does not coin-over twelve million undocumented in our
was polarized between those who sawcide with “blessed are the pddBlessed nation. The combination of physical
fidelity to the law as a means of securingre those who flee persecution, but do nglls at our border and “legal” walls
safety or fidelity to love of neighbor and grant asylum if under duress a shop-  making return more difficult failed to
love of Godt Naomi knewBut what of keeper provides food to combatants.  achieve the pragmatists’ promise. In

the others? Nowhere in Scripture doétessedind its  light of the disaster of these new laws,
meaning in citizenship or suggest that peagge are best served to remember and
Did the Good Samaritan know making occurs only after checking passportdive anew the stories of those who taught
the identity of that wounded man us to love our neighbor

on the road when he offered him  The blessed place their full trust in God.
a cup of water? Jesus certainly  Those who recognize their need for grace Blessed are those who know

knew when he healed the are truly blessetl. where their security comes from.
Centurions servant that the Cen- Blessed are those who are open
turion commanded an occupying ~ The Constitution makes it clear that se-  to the gifts of the sojourner—the
military. Did Jesus know when curing the common defense and promot- true gifts of God in our midst.

he fed the five thousand that ing our general welfare precludes biblical Blessed are those who open our
some might be Zealots—"terror- injunctions from becoming lavBut that eyes to the failures of laws that
ists” seeking political liberation? does not mean that followers of Christ seek the rhetoric of security with-

should cease advocating for more just out considering the totality of the
Today we are asked to add a wrinkle tdaws. Nor does it mean that we should  circumstances of the person
the biblical injunctions to love our neigh- neglect our ministries. While officials standing before us.
bor. Congress and judges enforcing outlaim increased security through tougher Blessed are those who welcome
immigration laws ask us first to investi- immigration laws, those who model their  the sojourner without confirming
gate whether those wefexf food, water lives on discipleship of Christ find their se-  identity and vocation prior to of-
and shelter have the blessing of the  curity in their dependence on God. fering assistance.
states authorization or whether those Naomi's welcoming of the alleged enemy
we assist might be linked to terrorist ac-into her homeland reveals Gedibundant Thanks be to God that we are blessed
tivities. Immigration laws have long love® Jesus preaches a similar hospitalshen we nurture communities through
singled out certain characteristics such ity to those who rely on Providence in- |ove of neighbar
as contagious diseases and crimes to stead of harsh technical laws that set 0Ng s Lacocque, Ruti Continental Commentr T, K.

preclude a persagpresence here. person against another f-s'%agﬁ%r;u(fggggsc% pPress, Minnea 05,32(()%4&3 24,
Congress now hardens those laws as a 2004), Fisher Circuit Judge, dissenting. Id. at 296.

. .. Robert H. Mounce, New International Biblical Commen-
display of resolve. Officials respond that governments CaN-ary, Matthew (Hendrickson Publishers, PeabodyA,

- 998).
not rely on Prowdence, but must be prad'l thank Re.vh\/\arren Wggins rﬁor suggesting this inter
1 1 H H tati f the S the M t.

These developments challenge our love ofatic. Yet, pragmatism disguised as ~ Pegic’? Mounce, New ternational Biblical Commen-
neighbor Legislative proposals criminalize tough immigration laws has not worked. tary, Matthew Hendrickson Publishers, Peabody,
unauthorized status making those offering In 1986, the presence of three to Six mil~ see generally, LaCocque, supra highlighting Ruth as an

. . . . .. . . . immigrant blessing a community paralyzed by a strict
assistance potential criminals, jeopardizing lion undocumented persons inspired re- interpretation of the law of the powerful, p.3
all ministries. In some lands, warring par-strictive immigration laws and led to in- ’ See e.g., Douglas S. Massy et al, Beyond Smoke and Mir-
ies d d civilian “war taxes” to feed  creasingly punitive legislation. Increased'®'™: M Immigration in an Era of Economic nte-
ties deman C!VI lan ar taxes g y p g : ration, (Russell Sage Foundation., N.2002)
combatants with the threat of torture for enforcement of our southern border ands. at 12s-29.
failure to payY et, if those refugees escape, thegtrategic enforcement channeling the urRev Craig B. Mousin teachegfugee law
may be denied relief for providing “material sup-  documented into more dangerous terraiat DePaul University College of Lawde
port”which government attomeys have acknowl- increased deaths on the border with theormerly directed the Midwest Immigrant
edged could be simply offering “acup of watei’ ironic consequence that fewer re- Rights Center and now serves as University

providing food antents for religious meetings.  turned home’. Ombudsperson at DePaul.
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Katrina Aftermath Sirs Immigration Debate

Katie Varatta

round 7 am on Mondapug.
29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina

touched down in New Orleans
completely destroying the city and be;
coming one of the most costly and
devastating hurricanes in US history
Demolishing land 100 miles from its
center Katrina left 80 percent of the
city under water140,000 homes de-
stroyed, 370,000 people without food
and waterover 1,800 dead and un-
imaginable numbers of people dis-
placed and scattered with no hopes
of ever returning to the city

Victoria Varrientos sprays
a wheelbarrow clean at the
end of a day’s work. (Photo
by Ashley P Wilkerson)
Courtesy of Indiana U.

New Orleans for the LatiAmerican  the group in the reconstruction process
) population who are rebuilding the city are undocumented, meaning that 25
The wake of Katrina has not only percent of all workers in the city are
s_pawned one of the greatest reconstru6-n Sept.8, 2005 President Bush de- undocumented Latinos. The study also
t|(_)n processes of all tl_me, bl.Jt als_o h"’_‘S cided to lift the 1931 Davis-Bacdxct shows that 87 percent of these work-
given anew perspectlve_ on_lmmlgratlononly in Katrina-hit areas, an act which ers did not influx into the country after
issues, as the constructlor_l industry hashad required federal contractors to palatrina, but were already living in this.
become a magnet for Latino workers. at least the average regional wade.
r the same time the Dept. of HomelandUnemployment within New Orleans is
Security temporarily suspended sanc-pretty much nonexistent which means
tions imposed on employers who hire there is no competition for jobs; in fact,
workers unable to prove their citizen- many fast food restaurants have re-
ship, a move which has proved essenported closing or have been unable to
tial for contractors to hire undocu-  reopen due to labor shortag&be Af-
mented workerswith the federal gov- rican-American community that at one
ernment waiving specific immigtian point filled these jobs, left the city
laws in the aftermath of the hurricane, it  when the NintiWard was annihilated.

In Louisiana for a month, RafaelVasquez makes it much easier to hire people without

has been working clean-up and rebuildin : . .
jobs. He says hegsends m?Jch of his earn?ngs checking any paper work. The media keeps saying that ticel-

to family in Chiapas, Mexico. (Photo by ture is changing”,or the“face of

Ashley P Wilkerson) Courtesy of Indiana U. nfortunately there is a grave disad- New Orleans is changing’or that
vantage if a person is not American things are becoming a bit more

At the same time as Katrina was hit- citizen as the person is subject to everbr own” in a city that in the year 2000

ting down, the Bush administration  lower wages, unsafe working condi- reported having only a two percent

was talking about tightening immigra- tions and reduced access to health Hispanic population city wide.

tion laws in hopes of reducing both le-care especially in a disaster zone as ar-

gal and illegal immigration withinthe  eas are often unsanitary and dangerousaterestingly the reconstruction of

country The post-hurricane trauma New Orleans has become an opportu-

has led some to believe that the low A study released on July 7, 2006 by nity to debate immigration issues.

wage guest worker programs that theTulane University and the University of

Bush administration has talked about Ca”fornia, Berke|eyrevea|ed that al-

since 2001 will only be postponed  most half of the workers rebuilding  Katie \aratta, a Jesuit Magis volunteds

longer because there is a real need ilNew Orleans are Latino; 54 percent ah her first year at 8th Day

Winter, 2007 9



SOAWatch -Annual Prayer Vigil

he 16th School of thémericas (SOAWatchVigil at

the gates of Ft. Benning, GA, Ndw’-19 gathered civil

rights movement leaders, torture survivors, grandmoth-
ers, war veterans, union organizers, puppeteers, families, w
women and men religious, high school and college students, an ']r
social justice activists from across thmericas. 8th Day staf LA
members, representatives from the Césifessembly and -
friends were there to participate in the largest demonstration at
any military base in the USMe return home committedtodo |

what it takes to have Congress close the “School” for good.
(Photos by Katieavatta)
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DOVETALES

Library Updated

Over the past two years, volunteer
Mary O’Neill, OR catalogued, labeled,
and arranged the"®ay library Al-
though the placement of books has
been rearranged in the new space,
Mary’s diligent work has made a user
friendly library. Thank you, Mary

Carlino Pardo,
OSFE from
Justicia y Paz,
Colombia, was
an organizer

Debora Barros from the Wayuu indig-
enous community in Colombia receives
a hug after her talk on “Territor y and
Deprivation.” (Photos by Katie Varatta)

Parish Receiveward

Jubilee, USAecognized MarySeat of
Wisdom parish in Park Ridge, for its

New Ways Symposium

“Outward Signs: Lesbian/Gay Catho-
lics in a Sacramental Church,” will be
the theme of NewVays Ministrys
Sixth National Symposium, March 16-
18, 2007 at the Sheraton Bloomington
Hotel, Minneapolis, MN. For info,
contact wwwnewwaysministryrg or
NewWaysM@verizon.net.

Encuentro held in Chicago

Encuento was a three-day gathering
of diverse folks from Lati\merica,

DVD Additions

The following documentaries are
new at 8th Day and may be
checked out:

An Inconvenient Truth, analysis of
global warming byAl Gore (95 min);

Why We Fight, dissects the inces-
tuous entanglement of political, cor-
porate, and Defense Department in-
terests, (1 h139 min.);

Orwell Rolls in His Grave, draws
powerful parallels between Orwell’
1984, Communist Soviet Union,
Goebbelss Nazi Germany and the
state oAmerican Democracy (75 min);

War is Sel| with Amy Goodman.

How do you sell a war? How did the
US become a master of domestic
war propaganda during the26en-
tury? (56 min)

Europe, US, and Canada to discuss is-

sues of the environment, impunignd
territory. The gathering took place
Nov. 10-12 at the Institute for Cultural
Affairs in the Uptown area of Chi-
cago. 8th Day assisted with the orga
nizing of the event as part of a coali-
tion of groups across the city and with
“Justicia y Paz” of Bogota, Colombia.
The event created several different
proposals which will assist groups to

continue to work together on these is-

sues inthe future and across inter-
national lines.

Welcome, Jeemy

role in helping get legislation to reduce _ -

the debt of impoverished countries in Jeremy John is currently filling a tempo-
Asia, Africa, and LatinAmerica. rary position at 8th Day for receptionist,
Traveling to DC to receive the award Secretaryand tech supportA former

were Dick Heidkamp and Dan
McGuire, both regulars at"®ay’s
Tuesday morning peace vigil.

Winter, 2007

prisoner of conscience for his actions a
the School of thAmericas, Jeremy is a
graduate of Indiana U.

Open House

Approximately 80 persons attended
8th Days Open House No\ in its
new space. In Septembeffices

were moved from the 2nd to the 5th
floor. Conversation, refreshments and
a blessing highlighted the evening.

Mary Kay Flanigan, OSF, sages the
kitchen area assisted by Katie Corlew
Chuck Dahm, OPR one of founding
members of 8th Daywatches. (Photo by
Helen Gourlay, BVM)
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Claretians, East, USA

{ 27h AN N UAL } Divine Word Missionaries, Nortimerica

4 N i)

Franciscan Sisters of PerpetAaloration
Priests of the Sacred Heart

n
Sisters of CharityBVM
Sisters of Providencet.SVlary-of-the-Wods, IN
Sisters of St. Joseph of the Third Order of St. Frandis

MEMBER FRIENDS

]
Capuchin Province of St. Joseph
Order of Carmelites - PCM
Daughters of Charity of

~3. Vincent de Paul, Evansville, IN
Dominican Sisters oAdrian, MI
Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa, WI
Dominican Sisters of Springfield, IL
Franciscans, Province of the Sacred Heart
Franciscans, Rochester, MN
Hospital Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
School Sisters of Notre Dame
~Atlantic Midwest Province
School Sisters of St. Francis
Sisters of the LivingNVord
Sisters of Mercy of thAmericas
~Chicago Regional Community
Sisters of St. Joseph La Grange, IL, & Wheeling, W)

CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS
Clerics of $ Viator

Congregation of Sisters of.&gnes
Dominican Sisters of Columbus, OH
Dominican Sisters of Great Bend, KS

Dominican Sisters of Racine, WI
Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart

Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters

Apl’l| 6th 2007, 12 - 300 pm Institute of the Blessewirgin Mary
Our Lady ofVictory Missionary Sisters
Servants of Jesus, Detroit Ml

Sisters of Christian CharjtyVestern Province
Sisters of St. Benedict, Rock Island, IL

Tales place in adentown Chicgo, _ IREEL

Sisters of St. Francis, Joliet, IL
and is sponsored by theBay Center for Justice. Sisters of the Presentation, Dubugque, I1A
Sisters of the Humility of Maryilla Maria, A

For more inormation call 312-641-5151. Wheaton Franciscans
.
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