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US and International

Standards against Drture

US Bill of Rights1789, Amendment 8
“...nor (shall) cruel or unusual punishment
be inflicted”

Uniersal Reclaation of Human Rights
1948, Aticle 5

“No’one shall be subject to tiure or to
cruel, inhumane or degling treatment”
Genea Conention, 1949, Aicle 99, Thid
Conention

“No moal or physical coeion may be ex-
erted on a prisoner of war inder to admit
himself guilty of the act of which he is ac-
cused.”

UN Minimum Standdrfor the Teatment

of Risoners 1957, Rule 31

“Corpoal punishment, punishment by plac-
ing in a dark cell, and all cruel, inhumane or
degrding punishments shall be completely
prohibited...”

UN Coanant on Civil anidbhtical Rights
1966, Atticle 7

“Nofone shall be subjected to tare or to
cruel, inhuman or deagting treatment or
punishment.”

UN Corantion Against orture, 1984 and
Optional Rotocol Against Brture, 2002

US Fedenl Anti-Torture Statute, 1994
“Whoeer outside the United States com-
mits or attempts to commit torture shall

be fined under this title or imprisoned not
mote than 20 years or both”

US Wir Crimes Act, 1996

“Whoeer, whether inside or outside the
United States commits a war crime... shall
be fined under this title or imprisoned for
life or any term of yearsor both”



CenteringsFocus oorture, not Pleasant, but Necessary

his Winter, ‘06 issue of Centerings focuses on

torture, not a pleasant topic by any means, but anf

inhumane reality perpetuated by several govern-
ments around the world, including our own in the US.

Sr. Dorothy Pagosa reports on a conference she attende
in Washington DC on the prevention of torture by the US

government. Among the various topics discussed in DC,
one wasVice-President Dick Cheneykforts at mitigat-
ing Sen. McCairs amendment against torture. By leav-
ing the amendment vague, the CIA can torture for the
purpose of extracting information from terrorists. For
some oficials in government, the US*War onTerror”
gives certain institutions the right to abuse international
human rights laws.

John Gonzalez gives us a brief history of US and interna-

tional standards against torture. He illustrates how the
Bush administration has frequently challenged US and
international standards against the practice of torture.

Like other countries around the world, the US also needs

to be made accountable to its own standards and those
upheld by the UN.

Sr. Dianna Ortiz, a guest author for this issue, writes
about her personal experiences of torture in Guatemala.
As many of our readers may already kn&ister Dianna
has worked valiantly toward the prohibition of torture.
We all hope and pray that hefats, as well as those of
others, will quickly come to fruition.

Michael Corlew presents a timeline on the &Javolve-
ment with torture, clearly showing that torture is not new
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Although we
hear about the
dismal eforts
some of our gov-
ernment leaders
have taken to
promote the use
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Qrian McLauchlin, SVD /

Brian McLauchlin, SVD

“Sixteen years
have passed
since | was ab-
ducted, burned
over 111 times
with cigarettes,
raped repeatedly
and subjected to
far worse than that as well.
My torturers were members
of the Guatemalan security
forces but their boss, that’
what theycalled him, was an
American.”

Dianna Ortiz--see page 3.

of torture, we still have a glimmer of hop&he legislative
efforts of Sen. John McCain, for instance, work at prohibit-
ing the use of torture on detainees in places like
Guantanamo Bay and Iraq. Furthermore,Tibrture
Outsourcing Preventiofsct is yet another legislative ember
of hope in its attempt to prohibit “extraordinary rendition,”
a practice allowing US authorities to send prisoners to
other countries that use torture techniques.

The most important source of hope, thougly,@J, our
readersYou have the power to write your government
leaders and voice your concerns about the inhumane prac-
tice of torture. Likewise, you can let government leaders
know about your support of Sen. McCaimmendment to

the Defenséppropriations Bill and th&orture

Outsourcing Preventiofict. Also, we must not fget the
Hope of prayera powerful, co-creative action, bringing
about Gods peace and justice.

Brian McLauchlin, SVD, is in his first year at the Center
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Hoping for a More Humane NeMear

time in 2004. Specifically remember Jan. 20
and listening to MrBush speak after taking the

A

Dianna Ortiz, OSU

s we enter this NeWear | think back to this same it is practiced. Regarding my own countryvish to em-
phasize that this is not a partisan isSuae, the present
administration is Republican but torture has been practiced

oath of ofice for a second time. On June 26, ‘03, he hadunder Democratic administrations as well.

promised that the US opposed all torture, that is, any tor
ture, anywhere by anyone at any time.

For TASSC, torture — or rathethe abolition of torture — is

a moral issuéWe know full well that we who have sur
He promised that our government would be the leader invived torture cannot accomplish this goal by ourselw§s.
clear and determined assault on this hideous pra@bet will need thousands upon thousands of others working with
stands out most in my mind about that day of oath-takingus as we work with themWe are convinced that this can
was that MrBush did not promise to end the torture his come to pass. Persons contactfA8SC ofice weekly
own administration had not only tolerated but facilitated asking us what they may do to help end this plague.

(and now | should add, the torture that members of his

own administration, perhaps most notaldy. Cheney
seem determined to defend).

| get no pleasure from saying any of this just as w&pat
tureAbolition and Survivors Support Coalition Interna-
tional (TASSC), would much have preferred not having ta
oppose MrBushs nominee foAttorney General. How-
ever Alberto Gonzales and others such as Jay Bybee (nd
a federal judge) sought to remove limits on presidential

power and rewrite definitions of torture so that this admir}-

istration might do whatever it chose regardless of US law
or international agreements.

And s0,TASSC, (all of our members survivors of torture),

has taken a strong stand against the practices of this adfnin-

istration as well as the other 150 governments that tortur
We have also taken a stand in opposition to those of my
fellow citizens who have advocated torturéhis has in-

cluded law school professors, other academics, member
the media and the like. In the interest of informed dia-
logue, we even held a conference on the subject, inviting
number of these torture advocates to meet with those of
who know torture from the inside out. It may not surprise

you to know that none of these invitees, these “tough redl-

ists” chose to join us. Neither may you be surprised to
know that high ranking governmenfiofals have never
had time in their schedules to meet with us although we
have invited them year after year after year

Sixteen years have passed since | was abducted, burned We hope you will join us in helping to create a world tf

over 111 times with cigarettes, raped repeatedly and sub-

We ask them, as | ask you nowto considerthe following:
TASSC stands forZero Tolerance for Drture.

Please ask your members of Congress to declare p
licly that they oppose all torture no matter by whom it is
practiced.

JoinTASSC in calling for an independent public in-

w Vestigation of US involvement in torture and cruel, inhu-
mane and degrading treatment of those being held by th
US government.

You might visit the local dites of your members of
Congress and initiate a dialogue on the issue of torture.

TASSCSs Truth Speakerprogram provides survivors
of torture willing to speak to interested groups. Perhaps
group you belong to might invite a survivor to speak.
: At TASSCS request, thé/ashington, DC City Coun-
cil formally declaredVashington aTorture-Free Zoné€
You might want to do the same in your own community
| June 26, is the UN International Day in Support of
5 of TortureVictims and Survivors. lWashington we hold a

24-HourVigil across from th&Vhite House.You might
a  wish to join us or to @anize a commemoration in your
US  own community

Friends of ASSOs project ofTASSC for those who
have not been tortured but wish to work closely with us.
Perhaps you might be interested in helping to create a
Friends of ASSCn your community

To learn more about these and other ideas we have
please contact us at thASSC ofice: Tel. (202) 529-2991
~ Email:info@tassc.ay ~ www.tassc.ay

E.

has Zerdlolerance foiTorture.

jected to far worse than that as well. My torturers were

D

a

at

members of the Guatemalan security forces but their boss,

that’s what they called him, was American. For years,
my fellow survivors from countries around the world and

Dianna Ottiz, an Ursuline, is dictor of the ASSC in \Ashing-
Iton, DC.Her story as a victim of torture appears in her bbio

have worked to end this crime against humanity whereveBlindfold’ Eye My Journey fom Drture to Tuth.
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Tortur e: The BushAdministration
vs. International Human Rights Law

nternational human rights law exists to promote manity Theré‘arefouf items stemming frém Ttat we
I and protect the universally accepted dignity of alkholild be sensitive to'When consideringrecent US chal-
humanity-by-defending the basic human rights-eflenges to this body of international human tights law:
all peopleAfter the atrocities of the Secoidorld War the
international-community came together to develop the cont. CAT defines torture under article 1 as “any act by
cept of human rights, the structure of international kawvd which severe pain or defing, whether physical or
the.UN systemgkfom the very beginning the act of torture  mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person.”

was identified as anfabnt to human dignity and was iden- 2. CAT mandates under article 2 that “eac¢at&Party

tified and abolished in 1948 under article 5 of the Universal shall take dective |egis|ative, administrative’ jUdIClal

Declarationof Human Rights. or other measure to prevent acts of torture in.any terri-
tory under its jurisdiction.”

Subsequentlyas it became apparent that torture was still a3, CAT further mandates under that same article‘that “no

very real issue, especially in light of the use of torture by exceptional circumstances whatsoeverether@state
Latin American dictatars, the UN expanded article 5 and de- of war or a threat of wainternal political instability

veloped UN mechanisms for addressing this issue. In 1984 or any other public emgency may be invoked asa
the UN adopted the ConventidgainstTorture and other justification of torture.”

Cruel, Inhuman or Degradingeatment or Punishment 4. CAT also specifically states in article 3 that “riat®
(CAT) The US ratified this document in 1994 which means Party shall expeL return (“ref0u|er”) or extradite a-per
that the US became.legally bound it. son to anothertate where there are substantial

grounds for believing that he would be in danger. of be-
If the US, along with the-international community of states, ing subjected to torture.”

business and civil societig to strive for a world that cham-

pions the cause ofthuman dignity then it must begin by pfere Bush administration has challenged these four prin-
moting and protecting the international body of human ciples through its Justice Department and heavy handed
rights law that flows from the Universal Declaration of Hypphying eforts by members of the administration to Gon-
man RightsAny attempt to weaken or disregard the pre- gress. It is heartening to see that many members#of Con-
cepts and principles of international law threatens this Vejdess from both parties have begun to scrutinize.the
cause. i administrations abuse of this convention and Senator
McCain’s anti-torture amendment to the DefeAséhoriza-

With regard t@.thesprinciple of torture our nation has vio-tion Bill is an excellent first step in reversing the damage
lated and even ignored these precefitse fact is the US  done to international human rights law

never before-overtly challenged the principles and validity

of international lawSince 2002, howevethe US has We must however demand more accountability from the Bush
openly challenged the body of international law and as ag@ministration to the body of international law that defends the
sult this body of law has been seriously weakemed.US, concept of universal human dignifor this to be/done the ad-
unlike any other nation in the world, sets the bar for the Iginistration must start by recommitting itselftothe body of
gitimacy of human rights and international laMhen the  international human rights law such'asiCratify the other
US challenges and dismisses internationa) &lother na- podies of international law such as the Optional Protocol to
tions seeithis as an example for their own responsibility {ae CAT, and end the obvious gross human rights violations
lack thergof) with regard to the delicate legitimacy of intefike torture and the death penalfurthermore,jingorder to
national hiuman rights lawenneth Roth, the Director of give greater legal credibilityt6-the®b6dy of internationaldaw
Human RightdVateh; remarked during an interview on Nahe US should heldritself-criminally accountable to-thednter
tional Public Radio that in a recent meeting in Egypt-onditional-Criminal Court for every violation of basic human
man rights abuses in theirprison-system,-Egypt defendegsis that it committed since 2001, during the war on tefror
actions because they followed the actions and legat intefye believe in the basic principles of universal-htman dignity
pretation of the'US-government. and if we accept the jurisdiction. of-international human rights
b law then we sheuld'demand nothing less.
In order:to reverse this trendswe must defend these-prin-

ciples from-the‘challenges posed by.our nation anq hold jbhn Gonzalez joined the staff in 1999 asmesentative of the
accountable to the.laws that protect the basic dignity of hys passionist community

John Gonzalez
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STOP—S8op Torture Permanently

Dorothy Pagosa, SSJ-DSF

Being Used in the Former Soviet Union by CIA fenseAppropriations Bill that would establish themy

- 44 Autopsies Reveal Suspicious Deaths amongrield Manual as the uniform standard for the interrogation
Prisoners in Guantanamo Afghanistan and Iraqg. These of Department of Defense detainees and prohibit cruel, in-
are the headlines we have been faced with during recenhuman and degrading treatment of persons in the detention
months. Do these headlines reveal aberrations? Is tortafetide U.S. governmenfThis amendment passed the Sen-
necessary evil in order to combat a greater eAil@ the ate by a vote of 90 to 9.
lives of a few people worth it if torturing saves the lives of
the many? As of this writing,Vice-President Dick
Cheney is working very hard to have the
conference committee of both houses
water down the amendment to exclude
the CIA and any prisoners not held on
US soil. It could be gued that this
might exclude Guantanamo Bay/e
hope he does not succeed and public
opinion seems to be on our side.

n bu Ghraib — Guantanamo Bay — Sea@t Prisons  Sen. John McCain introduced an amendment to the De-

Later in this issue of Centerings you w
discover that torture is not an aberrati
but a hidden part of US historyrhe in-

effectiveness of intelligence gathering
from the use of torture would negate t
argument about the saving of other livi
We can feel safe without using torture

From September 24-26, the Unitarian
Universalist Service Committee held &
conference itWashington, DC to begin is the “Torture Outsourcing Prevention

its STOP Campaign. | was privileged t Act.” ThisAct would prevent a practice
be one of over 200 people attending thus | ., ot sop riure Permanenty (P) campaign . 90ING ON NOw called “extraordinary ren-
conference. During the conference survi- dition.” This is where the US takes a
vors of torture told their storiesA gentleman from Nigeria prisoner and sends him/her to a country that practices tor
spoke of being tortured along with his wife. He heard ture and asks for any information the other country may
someone with a strange accent. It was not until he mi- get. Rendition allows the US authorities to use torture
grated to the US years later that he discovered that accetithout getting its hands dirty — plausible deniability
belonged to someone from the U&e saw additional pho-Many of us have heard of a Roman governor who washed
tos fromAbu Ghraib, of prisoners placed in sexually ex- his hands as well — Pilate.

plicit positions, photos which would never have been

shown on televisionThe stories were hard to hebut the The CIA, according tdmnesty International, has been in-

courage of those sharing was inspiring. In each of the stgolved in taking people from other countries (Spain for ex-

ries the US government was either implicitly or explicitly ample) and, without even stepping foot into the US, taking

involved. them to countries known to torture prisoneFis might
explain whyVice-President Cheney is so anxious to not in-

There is hope in the feft of the STOP Campaign to work clude them in the McCailmendment.

to pass legislation to force the US to follow laws already

on the books.The US is signatory to the Convention Now is the time to end torture in our country as well as

AgainstTorture. The Geneva Conventions, covering comethers. It is well known that valid information is rarely

batants as well as noncombatants, does not exclude theobt&ined through tortureVictims will say anything,

The US Constitution forbids us from unlawful search andvhether or not it is true, to stop the paihe only result is

seizure as well as cruel and unusual punishmeéet.the terror and painAs people of faith, we must say no to-tor

US has looked for an out using ¥arAgainstTerror as ~ tUre anywhere for any reason.

an excuse.

There is other legislation in the House of
Representatives to address torture. One

For further information go to: wwwusc.og,
www.tassc.ay, www.amnestyusa.grstoptorture/

Jennifer Harburywhose own husband, Everardo, was torcampaign.html

tured and assassinated in Guatemala, heads tbe Gam-

paign. The campaign has been working with leaders on porothy Pagosa, SSIOSE has been on 8th Daystaff for 19
Capitol Hill to promote legislation to prohibit torture. years.
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the US involvement with ter

ture.You can get the entire
document at wwBthdaycenteorg/
resourcesThe impetudor the docu-
mentwas the rising scandal about the
abuses aAbu Ghraib and our
governmens response to those alleg
tions.The oficial line of denial
seemed to be working too well. Befor
long the media was singing the sien’
lullaby, “It is an aberration. I$ just a
few bad apples.”

I n 2004 | compiled a timeline of

If prisoner mistreatment was not stan
dard practice, why then has the Bush
administration gone to such great
lengths to insure many of the prisone
have no access to courts or human
rights monitors®hy is there a sus-
tained campaign to convince the
American people that international
charters of human rights such as the
Geneva Conventions do not apply to
detainees captured in the war on ter
ror? How did untrained renegades
manage to come up with such sophis
cated forms of torture®/hat was the
CIA doing atAbu Ghraib?With the
history of torture laidbarebefore us, it
becomes obvious that torture is an,ol
well-worn tool of US empire building.

Amnesty International is in the habit
of referring to torture as a slippery
slope.The US often supported torture
by proxy trained and aided a third
party in torture for US interests, but
nowto an increasing exterilorth
American hands are becoming blood
There were the recent revelations of
network of secret prisons maintained
by the CIA.With no oversight, it is a
safe bet prisoners are being abused
with impunity. During the “dirty wars”
of the 70s, 80s and 90s the US sup-
ported and trained paramilitaries all
over LatinAmerica, who developed
the tactic of disappearing people so

Timeline Shows U.S.

A paitisl tine: Vietnam, 1966-1973: Under CIA  |[USA, 2002 John Bolton
line of US I : : : b

invelvement with supervision Q;}eration Phoenix the International Crimin:
CREtiEE Sl tortures or disappears up to The treaty outlawed tort
World War IT 40,000 suspected communists. and genocide. Bolton lai

Greece, 1945: The CIA sets up and
trains the KYP, Greek secret police,
who often use torture in efforts to
combat communism.

Indonesia, 1965: After a ClAded coup
supplies the names of up to one millic
communists to be targets of torture a
the Indonesian government.

Il-“anamal, 1946: The School of the Americas Bolivia, 1971: A ClAe
is established by the US government. The

school trains students from all over Latin America
in torture and counter-insurgency technigues.

dictator Hugo Bonzer.
uses torture as a polit
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USA-Japan, 1948: The US gives
immunity to Unit 731, a notorious group
of Japanese war criminals who performed
ghoulish experiments on some 9,000
Chinese and Russian POWSs during
World War I1.

USA, 1947: The US institutes

“Project Paperclip." The project thwarts
attempts to bring Nazi scientists and spies
to trial for war crimes. Instead the Nazis
were brought to the US to continue their
work.

L

Uruguay, 1969: ClA teaches torture
Uruguay's security forces and convi
use torture more frequently.

Cambodia, 1979: When Vietnam ir
the US provides military, financial
Khmer Rouge. With this support th
guerilla warfare against the new gc
Khmer Rouge's right to Cambodia’

Guatemala, 1955: The CIA trains and
the G2, a Guatemalan intelligence outfi
frequently uses torture.

Iran, 1950: The CIA helps found and
instruct SAVAK, Iran's secret police,
who routinely use torture.

"OQur government has acted as if
Anthony D Romero, ACLU director

Germany, 1950: The CIA
tortures suspected Soviet

infiltrators.
Us
fec
it is above the law.” e
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Involvement Tiorture

withdraws the United States from
il Court’s Treaty of Rome (1998).
ire, rape , apartheid, enslavement,
er becomes Ambassador to the UN.

, the CIA

Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 2002-Present: Hundreds of
detainees captured in Afghanistan, Irag or abducted

from their home countries are held without representation
or charges. The conditions at the facility are inhumane
and stress positions and other torture methods are used

n suspected regularly.

1d execution by

Latin America, 1960-1390s:

The USA supports and trains

iggﬁugrm?tt:rllls death squads to fight the
Sy anti-communist “Dirty Wars.”
cal tool.

Afghanistan, 2002- Present:
Dozens of detainees die in US
custody. Many are tortured fo
death.

T T T T T T T T T 1
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USA, 1984: Ronald Reagan
classes to pulls out of the World Court
nces them to after being found guilty (16-0)
of mining the harbors of USA, 2005: The Bush
Nicaragua. administration appoints to key
! positions several people who
vades and disposes Pol Pot USA 1994: The US Sl{pmﬁ torture, such as
nd humanitarian aid to the catifies the United Michael Chertoff (homeland
2 Khmer Rouge carries out Nations Conventions security), John Negroponte
5 seat at the UN until 1993, ittan i ’ S0 OONZNES
writien.in 1384, (Attorney General).
I L
arms Worldwide, 1995: US begins extraordinary USA, 2005: It is revealed that the
that rendition, whereby a foreign national is ClA is maintaining a network of

abducted and sent to be tortured.

Abu Ghraib, 2003: Photos and stories of torture
shock the world. "Private contractors” involved have
yet o be tried.

secret prisons in Europe, Thailand
and Afghanistan. The prisons have
no oversight in Congress. Torture

is suspected to occurin the prisans.

A, 2003: Donald Rumsfeld approves 24 classified interrogation
nniques for use on detainees in Guantanamo Bay. Techniques

ude stress positions and sensory or sleep deprivation.

Irag, 2005: An lraqi
government-run torture
chamber is discovered.

Winter , 2006

Mickael Corlew

they could torture and execute them
without supervisionThe US is how
doing this same thing on a global scale
with “extraordinary rendition,” the act
of kidnaping a foreigner from another
country without the host countsy’
consent and giving that person to a
third country to be tortured.

The US claims the right to abduct any-
one from anywhere at anytime for any
reasonA prime example being a Ca-
nadian citizen, Mahekrar, who was
detained at Kennedy Internatiorst -
port while changing planes on his way
to Montreal. He was detained without
access to a lawyeflown to Syria, and
tortured by Syrian intelligence. He
was held in Syria for nearly a year
without any legal representation be-
fore he was cleared and released. His
crime wasknowing someone who was
suspectedof being a terroristThis il-
lustrates how torture can become ad-
dictive. First torture is applied in dire
circumstances to save lives, then to
known terrorists, then to suspected ter
rorists, and finally to people who may
know a suspected terrorist.

These are not the only disturbing road
signs we have slid by on our slippery
slope. | hope you take time to look at
the complete timeline online or write
to us for a copy | have attempted to
document compelling evidence that
US has supported nations that torture,
has harbored war criminals and-tor
tures, has trained secret police from
around the world to torture, and that
occasionallythe ClIAhas secretly par
ticipated directly in torturelorture is
nothing new for the US, and it is our
duty to stop before we hit bottom.

Mike Corlew a staff member since 2003,
represents the Clatian Missionay Fa-
thers and lives with his wife, Kati, in the
Claretian volunteer community



The annual SOA&vent serves as a reminder not only of those whersuf who have been
killed due to the School but also the power of people as they come todjatharyearly re-

Annual Wil at SOADraws Recart Crowd

'ﬁ’"‘t_ -4 he annual vigil to close the School of thmericas (SOA)
held each year at the base of Ft. Benning in Columbus, GA
drew a record crowd this year of 19,000 supporieisty-
six individuals — more than double the number of last year — made
it onto the base despite the presence of a third new fence.

Everyone gathered at
the gates Sunday
morning and then pro-
ceeded to form a sol-
emn funeral proces-
sion while the names
of victims of the
School were read
aloud. During this
time individuals in-
tending to cross made
their way into the
base. As each person
crossed cheers went

minder to our government that they do not act with impunity or secrecy and that people wilp from the crowd.

continue to gather until justice is served.

Staff members
contributing to
this page:
Sephanie Dernek
shares photos
and Liz Deligio
tells the story

From “teach-ins” on Colombia to
children’s folk music sing-a-longs,
each event highlights the need for
awareness and action in regard to
US foreign policyin particulay

US foreign policies that grant impu-
nity to governments that wreak vio-
lence on their own people.
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New Saff Member Shares Her Prison Experience

Liz Deligio
Freedom will come to LatiAmerica, Iraq, Haiti, Palestine
when they stop troubling the Unitetbgs with the
wrongheaded assumption that their freedom, their humanity
is their own and not a gift to be given by our government.
The sufering and death that occurs in the in-between is
surely their own fault — we are after all spreading democ-
racy, human rights, and freedom.

| am sometimes amazed at the rapid growth of the list of
things we must actively say NO to from our government.

No to torture, to warto discrimination, to militarization, to

the loss of civil liberties. Each time | am ready to cdp of

the list, it seems one more always appears. BUT | am
equally amazed at the power of that little negative — that
precise two-letter word —NO- Our “no,” our refusal, carves
Liz Deligio, who joined 8th Day as aaff member in Nov, gave gyt and honors the space that holds the vision that brings us
the following tlk Oct. 9th at thg IL-SQAA/atch, Festival of together today and each year at the gates of Ft. Benning.
Hope, held at & Gertrudes Parish, Chicago. The vision of a world where human rights are not the

luxury of a few but the shared reality of all — a world of

ood afternoon - Let me begin by saying thank youyeen and lasting prosperity world of peace
G to everyone here for the support | was given both P g prospery P '

before going to prison and while | was in prison
is a gift to be part of such a strong community

~¥o hold this vision requires a very precocious hope. But we
need never fear for hope is something that we have in abun-

_ _ dance — | know this because | read it every day in the 20 to
| would like to take a moment of silence now to honor an@ |etters | would receive from supporters while | was in

thank all the men and women across the country who argyison_ in those letters | was never asked what did | regret
still incarcerated and who welcome new POTisoners 1t only told of how | was being held by a community that
of consc_lence) each year with such gracious dignity and .gntinued to lobhyvigil, and challenge — a community that
generosity was not stopped or deferred by the governmsemtong-
headed assumption that freedom is tlseip sell. And it is

While | was incarcerated | was asked many times Bgrdif 15 same hope we will take to the gates of Ft.Benning this
ent staf and guards — the question was it worth it? Now year Thank you.

that | was in prison and living the life of inmate didinfe-
gret the choice that | had ma_ld&'hen ! W_OUId _tell them Liz Deligio joined the staff in Not05 as a epresentative of the
“no” — | was often greeted with sdsfof disbelief or looks £\, ciscan Sisters of Perpetuatioration.

of confusion — for them it seemed it must remain unthink
able to ever exchange freedom for anythiat | could
not seem to help them understand and what | wish | couIE
have helped them to understand was that my freedom ws
never lost, diminished or exchanged — it was alive in me
and in each of the women there.

Freedom was present in how we spoke to one another
helped each other and chose to live our lives within the cgn-
fines they choose to sdthis idea of freedom as a commaod-
ity seems to be a problem that extends in our governmentjall
the way up to the top — freedom has become a privilege tq be
bestowed rather than an element inherent in every humar
heart and a right belonging to every human life.
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War on Families: Mothers In Prison |
and the Childen They_eft Behind

Kathleen Desautels, SP

time friend of 8 Day Center for excluded, have been left with little  can womers incarceration in state pris-

Justice andprofessor of Justice Pprotection or hope. Most prisons do  ons rose 828 per cent between 1986 and
Studies at Northeastern lllinois Univer not even request information about a 1991 and it continues to climb. For im-
sity for 25 yearswrites a book captur womans children when she is sent  prisoned mothers, thefetts of
ing the heart and soul of families who through classification.The children  America’s gulag extend beyond their
suffer as the “collateral damage” re- ~are mostly invisible to the penal sys- confinement within its wallsThe vio-
sulting from the US governmesttirug tem. They gain social significance  |ence inscribed on the bodies and spirits
war. It's a war on people made poor only if they are arrested in later life.  of poor mothers is reinscribed upon

O nce again Renny Golden, a longchildren, already part of the socially |ess than half that ratafrican Ameri-

that imprisons mothers who must their children. This “hidden” violence
spend long years away from their fami- IS escalating.
lies primarily because of the insidious
mandatory minimum sentence laws. The incarceration of mothers is socially
permitted because governing authorities
In the forward ofar on FamiliesBar have demonized “crack-head” mothers
bara Ranshyauthor ofElla Baker and and stigmatized their childreffhese
the Black Feedom MovemenandAs- racialized policies resulted from Presi-
sociate Professor éffrican-American dent Reagas’“war on drugs” and
Studies and History at the University Americas penchant for punishing and
of Illinois, Chicago, writes “Renny disciplining the black bodyThe race to
Golden tackles the volatile rhetoric of imprison non-violent “denders” is
‘family values’ and turns the conserva- spectacle which produces theaters of
tive use of the term on its head. Focus- pain for the tageted, and rationalization
ing on a group of women and children and moral abatement for the comfort-
in Chicago and New Mexico whose able.

families have be ravaged by a set of in-
sensitive and punitive social policies, Re-entry into society is a set-up for In the words of Law Professor Dorothy
Golden is both policy analyst and failure. A miniscule number of Roberts, author of Killing the Black
storyteller women, who are invariably the bread-Body: Race, Reproduction, and the
winner in their families, receive no  Meaning of Liberty*, and *Shattered
She astutely critiques the policy assauleb training, or gender assigned beauBonds:The Color of Childwelfare
on poor families that has been waged tician/low income training. In Chi-  writes- “these powerful testimonies of
over the last two decades by both cago, and most major cities, felons incarcerated women as her foundation,
Democrats and Republicans, and thencannot receive public housing. Upon Renny Golden cogently analyzes the
introduces the reader to families di- release the majority of ex-prisoners  possibilities and limits of reform for
rectly and personally impacted by ~ with drug convictions can no longer mitigating state abuses while pressing
those policiesThis book presents nar receive Supplemental Security In-  for the prize — truly transformative

ratives of mothers and children in theircome (SSI)This is a lifetime ban. radical changeWar on the Family

sojourn through the labyrinth of the ~ This ban dects 135,000 children and offers a welcome jolt of inspiration

streets and the state.” in the seven states that have imple- for anyone committed to social justice.
mented it, the majority of the women

Analyzing the policies that create the affected aré\frican American and To order the book

“labyrinth of streets and state” Renny Latinas. Renny Golden, (Nework: Routledge

writes how families stiér as the col- Publishers) Order ISBN 0415946719-

lateral damage of this drug wéver ~ The percentage of women entering  Routledge 800-634-7064 - price $22.95
70 percent of all incarcerated women US prisons in the last 20 years has in-

are mothers, primarily incarcerated forcreased almost 400 percent, while  Kathleen Desautels, SP is a 20-year staff
drug related non-violent crimeBheir ~ male incarceration rates increased at person at the Center
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DOVETALES

Another World is Possible —
Christian Wo/men Mark Your
Calendars to Make It Happen

8" Day'sWomen in Church and Soci-

ety Committee believes “that now is §

urgent and holy moment...a time in
which we refuse to be caught in the
cage of violence....a time which lack
the moral imagination to repudiate
church and state’promotion and/or

acceptance of violence as a solution §o

the global social, moral and ecologic
catastrophe we face CeemoyWe
refuse to let our voices be abducted.

We call on dreamers hungry to use the
imagination toward the creation of an &

ternative vision. In this spirit, we invite
Christian wo/men and friends to an all
day gathering to dialogue and plan fut
stepsWe will use the working paper
i atalyst for our vision and

For more information and/or to

register for this Gathering contaétBay
Center for Justicd/omen in Church and So
ciety Committee 8thday@claret.gr Please

put “Creemos Gathering” in the subject ling

Truth, Torture, and theAmerican Way

“Truth, Torture, and th&mericanWay” is

Welcome to Liz

8" Day welcomes Liz Deligio to the
staf. Liz will represent the Fran-ciscan
Sisters of PerpetuAdoration (FSRs),
LacrosseW!I. She has been active with
SOA, and recently received an M.Div
from CatholicTheological Union, Chi-
cago. Liz also has a BS in social work
Danielo Rueda and Bernarifovas, of from Loyola U, Chicago.

Colombia (accompanied by Carolina
Pardo, OSF), shared stories of reality

Colombians Make Requests

Congregation Updates

and need in northwest Colombia in an

loct. visit to & Day They hope to in-  The Joliet Franciscans as well as the
crease the numbers of those who “acHoly Spirit Sisters offechny IL re-
company” them. From Feb. 20-28, ‘06¢cently became contributing members
Justicia y Paz, a Colombian peace andf 8" Day; the Franciscan Sisters of
justice oganization with whom they  Perpetualdoration (FSR), Lacrosse,
work, is sponsoring a pilgrimage for WI are now supporting members, and
religious men and women, human  the Columbus (OH) Dominicans have
rights oganizations, environmental moved from co-sponsorship to contrib-

Cgroups, etc.They hope groups will uting membersThanks to all.
“adopt” one of 30 kilometers they are
trying to protect from military and
paramilitary forces who protect per
sons who stole the land from indig-  Jim Harneyatrtist in resident for
enous andfro-Colombians.When Posibilidad, a non-profit ganization
pilgrims return to their countries, they in Bangor ME, engages people in con-
will be expected to carry out tasks to versation about the excluded of soci-
support the Colombians. Justiciay ety. His presentations include story-
Paz also hopes groups will make bantelling and photos from his travels to
ners that may be carried or put up on Iraq, Colombia, Chiapas, afdgen-
the land to show the solidarity the tina. Jim’s facilitation skills evoke dis-
Afro-Colombians have with groups  cussion that leads people to speak
and people around the world. from theirhearts.He analyzes and

witnesses to global resistance to-cor

porate globatation.To learn more,

visit www.posibilidad.og. To sched-

ule apresentation, contact Kate Harris

(413)586-5516.

Need a Pesenter?

Out of Country Trips

Staff members Mary Kay Flanigan re-
cently returned from three weeks in
Italy and Gwen Farry from 10 days in

Israel. Fair Trade Chocolate

a new book authored by Jennifer Harbury

executive director of thet@ Torture Per
manently Campaign (£IP).The book

talks about the history and consequencesR¥cently added to"®ay visuals are
US involvement in torture. It is published DVDs: “Wal-Mart-lIs It Good for

by Beacon Presgs{vw.beacon.@) and
available for $14.
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Fair trade chocolate is now available
through Catholic Relief Services
(www.crsfairtrade.a) or 1-888-294-
9665. Divine Chocolate uses cocoa
from Ghana, grown by the 47,000 mem-
bers of a cocoa farmers’ association.

ResourcesAdded

America?”; “Guns, Germs, andeg!”
and “A Question offorture.”
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Equal in Dignity and Rights

- A Correlation of Catholic Social Teaching
with the 30 Articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

8th Day Center for Justice

“...I personally welcome this publication. It brings together in a eoor
dinated way the fundamental teachings of the €hurith key elements
of the Universal Declaration. Catholics need to urstiend the authen-
tic religious oots for human rights work.”
John T. Pawlikowski, OSM, PhD
Professorof Social Ethics
Catholic Theological Union

Congregation of the Passion, Holy Cross Province
Divine Word Missionaries, NorthAmerica
Franciscan Sisters of Perpetéaloration

Franciscans, Rochest&N
Priests of the Sacred Heart
Sisters of CharityBVM
Sisters of Providencet. $/ary-of-the-WWods, IN
Sisters of § Joseph of théhird Order of & Francis

Co-SPONSORING MEMBERS
Congregation of the Passior, Baul of the Cross Provinde

MEMBER FRIENDS
Capuchin Province oftSJoseph
The Carmelites, Chicago
Daughters of Charity of
~8. Vincent de Paul, Evansville, IN
Dominican Fathers/Brothers, Central Province
Dominican Sisters d@drian, Ml
Dominican Sisters of Sinsinavw&/l
Dominican Sisters of Springfield, IL
Franciscan, Province of the Sacred Heart Provincd
Hospital Sisters of th€hird Order of  Francis
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
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Sisters of the LivingVord
Sisters of Mercy of thé@mericas
~Chicago Regional Community
Sisters of & Joseph, La Grange, IL, &/heeling WV

CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS
Congregation of Sisters of. 8gnes
Dominican Sisters of Columbus, OH
Dominican Sisters of Great Bend, KS

Dominican Sisters of Racirié/|
Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart
Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters
Institute of the Blessedirgin Mary
Our Lady ofVictory Missionary Sisters
Servants of Jesus, Detroit Ml

Sisters of Christian Charity

Sisters of § Benedict, Rock Island, IL
Sisters of § Francis of Joliet, IL
Sisters of the Presentation, Dubuque, 1A

Sisters of the Humility of Maryilla Maria, A
Wheaton Franciscans
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