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his Winter, ‘06 issue of Centerings focuses on
torture, not a pleasant topic by any means, but an
inhumane reality perpetuated by several govern-

ments around the world, including our own in the US.
Sr. Dorothy Pagosa reports on a conference she attended
in Washington DC on the prevention of torture by the US
government.  Among the various topics discussed in DC,
one was Vice-President Dick Cheney’s efforts at mitigat-
ing Sen. McCain’s amendment against torture.   By leav-
ing the amendment vague, the CIA can torture for the
purpose of extracting information from terrorists.  For
some officials in government, the US’s “War on Terror”
gives certain institutions the right to abuse international
human rights laws.

John Gonzalez gives us a brief history of US and interna-
tional standards against torture.  He illustrates how the
Bush administration has frequently challenged US and
international standards against the practice of torture.
Like other countries around the world, the US also needs
to be made accountable to its own standards and those
upheld by the UN.

Sr. Dianna Ortiz, a guest author for this issue, writes
about her personal experiences of torture in Guatemala.
As many of our readers may already know, Sister Dianna
has worked valiantly toward the prohibition of torture.
We all hope and pray that her efforts, as well as those of
others, will quickly come to fruition.

Michael Corlew presents a timeline on the US’s involve-
ment with torture, clearly showing that torture is not new

to the Bush Ad-
ministration.  In
this partial analy-
sis of inhumane,
cruel treatment,
we can see the
practice of tor-
ture since World
War II.

Although we
hear about the
dismal efforts
some of our gov-
ernment leaders
have taken to
promote the use

of torture, we still have a glimmer of hope.  The legislative
efforts of Sen. John McCain, for instance, work at prohibit-
ing the use of torture on detainees in places like
Guantanamo Bay and Iraq.  Furthermore, the Torture
Outsourcing Prevention Act is yet another legislative ember
of hope in its attempt to prohibit “extraordinary rendition,”
a practice allowing US authorities to send prisoners to
other countries that use torture techniques.

The most important source of hope, though, is YOU, our
readers. You have the power to write your government
leaders and voice your concerns about the inhumane prac-
tice of torture.  Likewise, you can let government leaders
know about your support of Sen. McCain’s amendment to
the Defense Appropriations Bill and the Torture
Outsourcing Prevention Act.  Also, we must not forget the
Hope of prayer, a powerful, co-creative action, bringing
about God’s peace and justice.

Brian McLauchlin, SVD, is in his first year at the Center.

Brian McLauchlin, SVD

“Sixteen years
have passed
since I was ab-
ducted, burned
over 111 times
with cigarettes,
raped repeatedly
and subjected to

far worse than that as well.
My torturers were members
of the Guatemalan security
forces but their boss, that’s
what they called him, was an
American.”

Dianna Ortiz--see page 3.

Centerings’ Focus on Torture, not Pleasant, but Necessary

8th Day Center for Justice
205 W. Monroe Street

Chicago  IL  60606-5013
312-641-5151 phone

312-641-1250 fax
8thday@claret.org email

www.8thdaycenter.org web page

8th Day Centerings is published quarterly
for sponsoring subscribers as a tool for
education and action in the search for
peace and justice in the world.

Editorial Board: Mike Corlew, Kathleen
Desautels, SP; Mary Kay Flanigan, OSF;
Helen./ Gourlay, BVM; Christy Lytle, CSA,
Brian McLauchlin, SVD

T



Winter , 2006                                                                                                                                                                                        3

s we enter this New Year, I think back to this same
time in 2004.  Specifically, I remember Jan. 20th

and listening to Mr. Bush speak after taking the
oath of office for a second time.  On June 26, ‘03, he had
promised that the US opposed all torture, that is, any tor-
ture, anywhere by anyone at any time.

He promised that our government would be the leader in a
clear and determined assault on this hideous practice. What
stands out most in my mind about that day of oath-taking
was that Mr. Bush did not promise to end the torture his
own administration had not only tolerated but facilitated
(and now, I should add, the torture that members of his
own administration, perhaps most notably, Mr. Cheney,
seem determined to defend).

I get no pleasure from saying any of this just as we, at Tor-
ture Abolition and Survivors Support Coalition Interna-
tional (TASSC), would much have preferred not having to
oppose Mr. Bush’s nominee for Attorney General.  How-
ever, Alberto Gonzales and others such as Jay Bybee (now
a federal judge) sought to remove limits on presidential
power and rewrite definitions of torture so that this admin-
istration might do whatever it chose regardless of US law
or international agreements.

And so, TASSC, (all of our members survivors of torture),
has taken a strong stand against the practices of this admin-
istration as well as the other 150 governments that torture.
We have also taken a stand in opposition to those of my
fellow citizens who have advocated torture.  This has in-
cluded law school professors, other academics, members of
the media and the like.  In the interest of informed dia-
logue, we even held a conference on the subject, inviting a
number of these torture advocates to meet with those of us
who know torture from the inside out.  It may not surprise
you to know that none of these invitees, these “tough real-
ists” chose to join us.  Neither may you be surprised to
know that high ranking government officials have never
had time in their schedules to meet with us although we
have invited them year after year after year.

Sixteen years have passed since I was abducted, burned
over 111 times with cigarettes, raped repeatedly and sub-
jected to far worse than that as well.  My torturers were
members of the Guatemalan security forces but their boss,
that’s what they called him, was an American.   For years,
my fellow survivors from countries around the world and I
have worked to end this crime against humanity wherever

Dianna Ortiz, OSU

it is practiced.  Regarding my own country, I wish to em-
phasize that this is not a partisan issue. True, the present
administration is Republican but torture has been practiced
under Democratic administrations as well.

For TASSC, torture – or rather, the abolition of torture – is
a moral issue. We know full well that we who have sur-
vived torture cannot accomplish this goal by ourselves.  We
will need thousands upon thousands of others working with
us as we work with them.  We are convinced that this can
come to pass.  Persons contact the TASSC office weekly
asking us what they may do to help end this plague.

Hoping for a More Humane New Year

Dianna Ortiz, an Ursuline, is director of the TASSC in Washing-
ton, DC. Her  story as a victim of torture appears in her book The
Blindfold’ Eye, My Journey from Torture to Truth.

We ask them, as I ask you now, to consider the following:
TASSC stands for Zero Tolerance for Torture.

· Please ask your members of Congress to declare pub-
licly that they oppose all torture no matter by whom it is
practiced.
· Join TASSC in calling for an independent public in-
vestigation of US involvement in torture and cruel, inhu-
mane and degrading treatment of those being held by the
US government.
· You might visit the local offices of your members of
Congress and initiate a dialogue on the issue of torture.
· TASSC’s Truth Speakers program provides survivors
of torture willing to speak to interested groups.  Perhaps a
group you belong to might invite a survivor to speak.
· At TASSC’s request, the Washington, DC City Coun-
cil formally declared Washington a “Torture-Free Zone.”
You might want to do the same in your own community.
· June 26, is the UN International Day in Support of
Torture Victims and Survivors.  In Washington we hold a
24-Hour Vigil across from the White House.  You might
wish to join us or to organize a commemoration in your
own community.
· Friends of TASSC is project of TASSC for those who
have not been tortured but wish to work closely with us.
Perhaps you might be interested in helping to create a
Friends of TASSC in your community.
· To learn more about these and other ideas we have,
please contact us at the TASSC office: Tel.  (202) 529-2991
~ Email: info@tassc.org ~ www.tassc.org

We hope you will join us in helping to create a world that
has Zero Tolerance for Torture.

A
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manity. There are four items stemming from CAT that we
should be sensitive to when considering recent US chal-
lenges to this body of international human rights law:

1.  CAT defines torture under article 1 as “any act by
which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or
mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person.”

2.  CAT mandates under article 2 that “each State Party
shall take effective legislative, administrative, judicial
or other measure to prevent acts of torture in any terri-
tory under its jurisdiction.”

3.  CAT further mandates under that same article that “no
exceptional circumstances whatsoever, whether a state
of war or a threat of war, internal political instability
or any other public emergency, may be invoked as a
justification of torture.”

4.  CAT also specifically states in article 3 that “no State
Party shall expel, return (“refouler”) or extradite a per-
son to another State where there are substantial
grounds for believing that he would be in danger of be-
ing subjected to torture.”

The Bush administration has challenged these four prin-
ciples through its Justice Department and heavy handed
lobbying efforts by members of the administration to Con-
gress. It is heartening to see that many members of Con-
gress from both parties have begun to scrutinize the
administration’s abuse of this convention and Senator
McCain’s anti-torture amendment to the Defense Authoriza-
tion Bill is an excellent first step in reversing the damage
done to international human rights law.

We must however demand more accountability from the Bush
administration to the body of international law that defends the
concept of universal human dignity. For this to be done the ad-
ministration must start by recommitting itself to the body of
international human rights law such as CAT, ratify the other
bodies of international law such as the Optional Protocol to
the CAT, and end the obvious gross human rights violations
like torture and the death penalty. Furthermore, in order to
give greater legal credibility to the body of international law
the US should hold itself criminally accountable to the Inter-
national Criminal Court for every violation of basic human
rights that it committed since 2001, during the war on terror. If
we believe in the basic principles of universal human dignity
and if we accept the jurisdiction of international human rights
law then we should demand nothing less.

John Gonzalez joined the staff in 1999 as a representative of the
US Passionist community.

Tortur e: The Bush Administration
vs. International Human Rights Law

John Gonzalez

nternational human rights law exists to promote
and protect the universally accepted dignity of all
humanity by defending the basic human rights of

all people. After the atrocities of the Second World War the
international community came together to develop the con-
cept of human rights, the structure of international law, and
the UN system. From the very beginning the act of torture
was identified as an affront to human dignity and was iden-
tified and abolished in 1948 under article 5 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

Subsequently, as it became apparent that torture was still a
very real issue, especially in light of the use of torture by
Latin American dictators, the UN expanded article 5 and de-
veloped UN mechanisms for addressing this issue. In 1984
the UN adopted the Convention Against Torture and other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
(CAT). The US ratified this document in 1994 which means
that the US became legally bound it.

If the US, along with the international community of states,
business and civil society, is to strive for a world that cham-
pions the cause of human dignity then it must begin by pro-
moting and protecting the international body of human
rights law that flows from the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights. Any attempt to weaken or disregard the pre-
cepts and principles of international law threatens this very
cause.

With regard to the principle of torture our nation has vio-
lated and even ignored these precepts.  The fact is the US
never before overtly challenged the principles and validity
of international law. Since 2002, however, the US has
openly challenged the body of international law and as a re-
sult this body of law has been seriously weakened. The US,
unlike any other nation in the world, sets the bar for the le-
gitimacy of human rights and international law. When the
US challenges and dismisses international law, all other na-
tions see this as an example for their own responsibility (or
lack thereof) with regard to the delicate legitimacy of inter-
national human rights law. Kenneth Roth, the Director of
Human Rights Watch, remarked during an interview on Na-
tional Public Radio that in a recent meeting in Egypt on hu-
man rights abuses in their prison system, Egypt defended its
actions because they followed the actions and legal inter-
pretation of the US government.

In order to reverse this trend we must defend these prin-
ciples from the challenges posed by our nation and hold it
accountable to the laws that protect the basic dignity of hu-

I
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bu Ghraib – Guantanamo Bay – Secret Prisons
Being Used in the Former Soviet Union by CIA
- 44 Autopsies Reveal Suspicious Deaths among

Prisoners in Guantanamo, Afghanistan and Iraq. These
are the headlines we have been faced with during recent
months.  Do these headlines reveal aberrations?  Is torture a
necessary evil in order to combat a greater evil?  Are the
lives of a few people worth it if torturing saves the lives of
the many?

Later in this issue of Centerings you will
discover that torture is not an aberration,
but a hidden part of US history.  The in-
effectiveness of intelligence gathering
from the use of torture would negate the
argument about the saving of other lives.
We can feel safe without using torture.

From September 24-26, the Unitarian
Universalist Service Committee held a
conference in Washington, DC to begin
its STOP Campaign.  I was privileged to
be one of over 200 people attending this
conference. During the conference survi-
vors of torture told their stories.  A gentleman from Nigeria
spoke of being tortured along with his wife.  He heard
someone with a strange accent.  It was not until he mi-
grated to the US years later that he discovered that accent
belonged to someone from the US.  We saw additional pho-
tos from Abu Ghraib, of prisoners placed in sexually ex-
plicit positions, photos which would never have been
shown on television.  The stories were hard to hear, but the
courage of those sharing was inspiring. In each of the sto-
ries the US government was either implicitly or explicitly
involved.

There is hope in the effort of the STOP Campaign to work
to pass legislation to force the US to follow laws already
on the books.  The US is signatory to the Convention
Against Torture.  The Geneva Conventions, covering com-
batants as well as noncombatants, does not exclude the US.
The US Constitution forbids us from unlawful search and
seizure as well as cruel and unusual punishment.  Yet the
US has looked for an out using the War Against Terror as
an  excuse.

Jennifer Harbury, whose own husband, Everardo, was tor-
tured and assassinated in Guatemala, heads the STOP Cam-
paign.  The campaign has been working with leaders on
Capitol Hill to promote legislation to prohibit torture.

Sen. John McCain introduced an amendment to the De-
fense Appropriations Bill that would establish the Army
Field Manual as the uniform standard for the interrogation
of Department of Defense detainees and prohibit cruel, in-
human and degrading treatment of persons in the detention
of the U.S. government.  This amendment passed the Sen-
ate by a vote of 90 to 9.

As of this writing, Vice-President Dick
Cheney is working very hard to have the
conference committee of both houses
water down the amendment to exclude
the CIA and any prisoners not held on
US soil.  It could be argued that this
might exclude Guantanamo Bay.  We
hope he does not succeed and public
opinion seems to be on our side.

There is other legislation in the House of
Representatives to address torture.  One
is the “Torture Outsourcing Prevention
Act.”  This Act would prevent a practice
going on now called “extraordinary ren-
dition.”  This is where the US takes a

prisoner and sends him/her to a country that practices tor-
ture and asks for any information the other country may
get.  Rendition allows the US authorities to use torture
without getting its hands dirty – plausible deniability.
Many of us have heard of a Roman governor who washed
his hands as well – Pilate.

The CIA, according to Amnesty International, has been in-
volved in taking people from other countries (Spain for ex-
ample) and, without even stepping foot into the US, taking
them to countries known to torture prisoners.  This might
explain why Vice-President Cheney is so anxious to not in-
clude them in the McCain Amendment.

Now is the time to end torture in our country as well as
others.  It is well known that valid information is rarely
obtained through torture.  Victims will say anything,
whether or not it is true, to stop the pain. The only result is
terror and pain.  As people of faith, we must say no to tor-
ture anywhere for any reason.

For further information go to: www.uusc.org,
www.tassc.org, www.amnestyusa.org/stoptorture/
campaign.html

Dorothy Pagosa, SSJ-TOSF,  has been on 8th Day’s staff  for 19
years.

Dorothy Pagosa, SSJ-TOSF

STOP—Stop Torture Permanently

Logo of Stop Torture Permanently (STOP) Campaign

A



6        Winter , 2006

n 2004 I compiled a timeline of
the US involvement with tor-
ture. You can get the entire

document at www.8thdaycenter.org/
resources. The impetus for the docu-
ment was the rising scandal about the
abuses at Abu Ghraib and our
government’s response to those allega-
tions. The official line of denial
seemed to be working too well. Before
long the media was singing the siren’s
lullaby, “It is an aberration. It’s just a
few bad apples.”

If prisoner mistreatment was not stan-
dard practice, why then has the Bush
administration gone to such great
lengths to insure many of the prisoners
have no access to courts or human
rights monitors? Why is there a sus-
tained campaign to convince the
American people that international
charters of human rights such as the
Geneva Conventions do not apply to
detainees captured in the war on ter-
ror? How did untrained renegades
manage to come up with such sophisti-
cated forms of torture? What was the
CIA doing at Abu Ghraib?  With the
history of torture laid bare before us, it
becomes obvious that torture is an old,
well-worn tool of US empire building.

Amnesty International is in the habit
of referring to torture as a slippery
slope. The US often supported torture
by proxy, trained and aided a third
party in torture for US interests, but
now to an increasing extent, North
American hands are becoming bloody.
There were the recent revelations of a
network of secret prisons maintained
by the CIA. With no oversight, it is a
safe bet prisoners are being abused
with impunity. During the “dirty wars”
of the 70s, 80s and 90s the US sup-
ported and trained paramilitaries all
over Latin America, who developed
the tactic of disappearing people so

Timeline Shows U.S. Involvement in 
I
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they could torture and execute them
without supervision. The US is now
doing this same thing on a global scale
with “extraordinary rendition,” the act
of kidnaping a foreigner from another
country without the host country’s
consent and giving that person to a
third country to be tortured.

The US claims the right to abduct any-
one from anywhere at anytime for any
reason. A prime example being a Ca-
nadian citizen, Maher Arar, who was
detained at Kennedy International Air-
port while changing planes on his way
to Montreal. He was detained without
access to a lawyer, flown to Syria, and
tortured by Syrian intelligence. He
was held in Syria for nearly a year
without any legal representation be-
fore he was cleared and released. His
crime was knowing someone who was
suspected of being a terrorist. This il-
lustrates how torture can become ad-
dictive. First torture is applied in dire
circumstances to save lives, then to
known terrorists, then to suspected ter-
rorists, and finally to people who may
know a suspected terrorist.

These are not the only disturbing road
signs we have slid by on our slippery
slope. I hope you take time to look at
the complete timeline online or write
to us for a copy.  I have attempted to
document compelling evidence that
US has supported nations that torture,
has harbored war criminals and tor-
tures, has trained secret police from
around the world to torture, and that
occasionally, the CIA has secretly par-
ticipated directly in torture. Torture is
nothing new for the US, and it is our
duty to stop before we hit bottom.

Mike Corlew, a staff member since 2003,
represents the Claretian Missionary Fa-
thers and lives with his wife, Kati, in the
Claretian volunteer community.

imeline Shows U.S. Involvement in Torture
Mickael Corlew
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The annual  SOA event serves as a reminder not only of those who suffer or who have been
killed due to the School but also the power of people as they come together. It is a yearly re-
minder to our government that they do not act with impunity or secrecy and that people will
continue to gather until justice is served.

he annual vigil to close the School of the Americas (SOA)
held each year at the base of Ft. Benning in Columbus, GA
drew a record crowd this year of 19,000 supporters. Thirty-

six individuals – more than double the number of last year – made
it onto the base despite the presence of a third new fence.

Everyone gathered at
the gates Sunday
morning and then pro-
ceeded to form a sol-
emn funeral proces-
sion while the names
of victims of the
School were read
aloud. During this
time individuals in-
tending to cross made
their way into the
base.   As each person
crossed cheers went
up from the crowd.

From “teach-ins” on Colombia to
children’s folk music sing-a-longs,
each event highlights the need for
awareness and action in regard to
US foreign policy, in particular,
US foreign policies that grant impu-
nity to governments that wreak vio-
lence on their own people.

Staff members
contributing to
this page:
Stephanie Dernek
shares photos
and Liz Deligio
tells the story.

Annual Vigil at SOA Draws Record Crowd

T
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ood afternoon - Let me begin by saying thank you
to everyone here for the support  I was given both
before going to prison and while I was in prison – it

is a gift to be part of such a strong community.

I would like to take a moment of silence now to honor and
thank all the men and women across the country who are
still incarcerated and who welcome new POC’s (prisoners
of conscience) each year with such gracious dignity and
generosity.

While I was incarcerated I was asked many times by differ-
ent staff and guards – the question was it worth it? Now
that I was in prison and living the life of inmate didn’t I re-
gret the choice that I had made? When I would tell them
“no” – I was often greeted with scoffs of disbelief or looks
of confusion – for them it seemed it must remain unthink-
able to ever exchange freedom for anything. What I could
not seem to help them understand and what I wish I could
have helped them to understand was that my freedom was
never lost, diminished or exchanged – it was alive in me
and in each of the women there.

Freedom was present in how we spoke to one another,
helped each other and chose to live our lives within the con-
fines they choose to set. This idea of freedom as a commod-
ity seems to be a problem that extends in our government all
the way up to the top – freedom has become a privilege to be
bestowed rather than an element inherent in every human
heart and a right belonging to every human life.

New Staff Member Shares Her Prison Experience

Liz Deligio, who joined 8th Day as a staff member in Nov., gave
the following talk Oct. 9th at the IL-SOA Watch, Festival of
Hope, held at St. Gertrude’s Parish, Chicago.

Liz Deligio
Freedom will come to Latin America, Iraq, Haiti, Palestine
when they stop troubling the United States with the
wrongheaded assumption that their freedom, their humanity
is their own and not a gift to be given by our government.
The suffering and death that occurs in the in-between is
surely their own fault – we are after all spreading democ-
racy, human rights, and freedom.

I am sometimes amazed at the rapid growth of the list of
things we must actively say NO to from our government.
No to torture, to war, to discrimination, to militarization, to
the loss of civil liberties.  Each time I am ready to cap off
the list, it seems one more always appears.  BUT I am
equally amazed at the power of that little negative – that
precise two-letter word –NO- Our “no,” our refusal, carves
out and honors the space that holds the vision that brings us
together today and each year at the gates of Ft. Benning.
The vision of a world where human rights are not the
luxury of a few but the shared reality of all – a world of
deep and lasting prosperity, a world of peace.

To hold this vision requires a very precocious hope. But we
need never fear for hope is something that we have in abun-
dance – I know this because I read it every day in the 20 to
30 letters I would receive from supporters while I was in
prison– in those letters I was never asked what did I regret
but only told of how I was being held by a community that
continued to lobby, vigil, and challenge – a community that
was not stopped or deferred by the government’s wrong-
headed assumption that freedom is their’s to sell.   And it is
this same hope we will take to the gates of Ft.Benning this
year. Thank you.

Liz Deligio joined the staff in Nov. ‘05 as a representative of the
Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration.

G
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nce again Renny Golden, a long
time friend of 8th Day Center for
Justice and  professor of Justice

Studies at Northeastern Illinois Univer-
sity for 25 years, writes a book captur-
ing the heart and soul of families who
suffer as the “collateral damage” re-
sulting from the US government’s drug
war. It’s a war on people made poor
that imprisons mothers who must
spend long years away from their fami-
lies primarily because of the insidious
mandatory minimum sentence laws.

In the forward of War on Families Bar-
bara Ransby, author of Ella Baker and
the Black Freedom Movement, and As-
sociate Professor of African-American
Studies and History at the University
of Illinois, Chicago, writes “Renny
Golden tackles the volatile rhetoric of
‘family values’ and turns the conserva-
tive use of the term on its head.  Focus-
ing on a group of women and children
in Chicago and New Mexico whose
families have be ravaged by a set of in-
sensitive and punitive social policies,
Golden is both policy analyst and
storyteller. 

She astutely critiques the policy assault
on poor families that has been waged
over the last two decades by both
Democrats and Republicans, and then
introduces the reader to families di-
rectly and personally impacted by
those policies. This book presents nar-
ratives of mothers and children in their
sojourn through the labyrinth of the
streets and the state.”

Analyzing the policies that create the
“labyrinth of streets and state” Renny
writes how families suffer as the col-
lateral damage of this drug war. Over
70 percent of all incarcerated women
are mothers, primarily incarcerated for
drug related non-violent crimes. Their

children, already part of the socially
excluded, have been left with little
protection or hope. Most prisons do
not even request information about a
woman’s children when she is sent
through classification.   The children
are mostly invisible to the penal sys-
tem.  They gain social significance
only if they are arrested in later life.

Re-entry into society is a set-up for
failure.  A miniscule number of
women, who are invariably the bread-
winner in their families, receive no
job training, or gender assigned beau-
tician/low income training. In Chi-
cago, and most major cities, felons
cannot receive public housing. Upon
release the majority of ex-prisoners
with drug convictions can no longer
receive Supplemental Security In-
come (SSI). This is a lifetime ban. 
This ban affects 135,000 children and
in the seven states that have imple-
mented it, the majority of the women
affected are African American and
Latinas.

The percentage of women entering
US prisons in the last 20 years has in-
creased almost 400 percent, while
male incarceration rates increased at

less than half that rate. African Ameri-
can women’s incarceration in state pris-
ons rose 828 per cent between 1986 and
1991 and it continues to climb. For im-
prisoned mothers, the effects of
America’s gulag extend beyond their
confinement within its walls. The vio-
lence inscribed on the bodies and spirits
of poor mothers is reinscribed upon
their children.  This “hidden” violence
is escalating.

The incarceration of mothers is socially
permitted because governing authorities
have demonized “crack-head” mothers
and stigmatized their children.  These
racialized policies resulted from Presi-
dent Reagan’s “war on drugs” and
America’s penchant for punishing and
disciplining the black body.  The race to
imprison non-violent “offenders” is
spectacle which produces theaters of
pain for the targeted, and rationalization
and moral abatement for the comfort-
able.

In the words of Law Professor Dorothy
Roberts, author of Killing the Black
Body: Race, Reproduction, and the
Meaning of Liberty*, and *Shattered
Bonds: The Color of Child Welfare
writes- “these powerful testimonies of
incarcerated women as her foundation,
Renny Golden cogently analyzes the
possibilities and limits of reform for
mitigating state abuses while pressing
for the prize — truly transformative
radical change   War on the Family
offers a welcome jolt of inspiration
for anyone committed to social justice.

To order the book:
Renny Golden, (New York: Routledge
Publishers) Order ISBN 0415946719-
Routledge 800-634-7064 - price $22.95

Kathleen Desautels, SP is a 20-year staff
person at the Center.

  Book Review

War on Families: Mothers in Prison
and the Children They Left Behind

                                                   Kathleen Desautels, SP  .
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Another World is Possible –
Christian Wo/men Mark Your
Calendars to Make It Happen

8th Day’s Women in Church and Soci-
ety Committee believes “that now is an
urgent and holy moment…a time in
which we refuse to be caught in the
cage of violence….a time which lacks
the moral imagination to repudiate
church and state’s promotion and/or
acceptance of violence as a solution to
the global social, moral and ecological
catastrophe we face.” (Creemos) We
refuse to let our voices be abducted.

We call on dreamers hungry to use their
imagination toward the creation of an al-
ternative vision.  In this spirit, we invite
Christian wo/men and friends to an all
day gathering to dialogue and plan future
steps. We will use the  working paper
Creemos as a catalyst for our vision and
future actions. (For a copy of this state-
ment – www.8thdaycenter.org)

Mark your  calendars for Saturday,
March 18, ‘06 at 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. at
Loyola U, McCormick Lounge –
Lake Shore Campus, Chicago, IL.

For more information and/or to
register for this Gathering contact 8th Day
Center for Justice Women in Church and So-
ciety Committee – 8thday@claret.org. Please
put “Creemos Gathering” in the subject line.

D O V E T A L E S

Colombians Make Requests

Danielo Rueda and Bernardo Vivas, of
Colombia (accompanied by Carolina
Pardo, OSF), shared stories of reality
and need in northwest Colombia in an
Oct. visit to 8th Day. They hope to in-
crease the numbers of those  who “ac-
company” them. From Feb. 20-28, ‘06,
Justicia y Paz, a Colombian peace and
justice organization with whom they
work, is sponsoring a pilgrimage for
religious men and women, human
rights organizations, environmental
groups, etc.  They hope groups will
“adopt” one of 30 kilometers they are
trying to protect from military and
paramilitary forces who protect per-
sons who stole the land from indig-
enous and Afro-Colombians.  When
pilgrims return to their countries, they
will be expected to carry out tasks to
support the Colombians.  Justicia y
Paz  also hopes groups will make ban-
ners that may be carried or put up on
the land to show the solidarity the
Afro-Colombians have with groups
and people around the world.

Out of Country Trips

Staff members Mary Kay Flanigan re-
cently returned from three weeks in
Italy and Gwen Farry from 10 days in
Israel.

             Resources Added

Recently added to 8th Day visuals are
DVDs: “Wal-Mart–Is It Good for
America?”; “Guns, Germs, and Steel”
and “A Question of Torture.”

               Welcome to Liz

8th Day welcomes Liz Deligio to the
staff.  Liz will represent the Fran-ciscan
Sisters of Perpetual Adoration (FSPAs),
Lacrosse, WI.  She has been active with
SOA, and recently received an M.Div
from Catholic Theological Union, Chi-
cago. Liz also has a BS in social work
from Loyola U, Chicago.

Congregation Updates

The Joliet Franciscans as well as the
Holy Spirit Sisters of Techny, IL re-
cently became contributing members
of 8th Day; the Franciscan Sisters of
Perpetual Adoration (FSPA), Lacrosse,
WI are now supporting members, and
the Columbus (OH) Dominicans have
moved from co-sponsorship to contrib-
uting members.  Thanks to all.

Need a Presenter?

Jim Harney, artist in resident for
Posibilidad, a non-profit organization
in Bangor, ME, engages people in con-
versation about the excluded of soci-
ety.  His presentations include story-
telling and photos from his travels to
Iraq, Colombia, Chiapas, and Argen-
tina. Jim’s facilitation skills evoke dis-
cussion that leads people to speak
from their hearts.  He analyzes and
witnesses to global resistance to cor-
porate globalization. To learn more,
visit www.posibilidad.org.  To sched-
ule a presentation, contact Kate Harris
(413)586-5516.

Fair Trade Chocolate

Fair trade chocolate is now available
through Catholic Relief Services
(www.crsfairtrade.org) or 1-888-294-
9665.  Divine Chocolate uses cocoa
from Ghana, grown by the 47,000 mem-
bers of a cocoa farmers’ association.

Truth, Tortur e, and the American Way

“Truth, Torture, and the American Way” is
a new book authored by Jennifer Harbury,
executive director of the Stop Torture Per-
manently Campaign (STOP). The book
talks about the history and consequences of
US involvement in torture.  It is published
by Beacon Press (www.beacon.org) and
available for $14.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SPONSORING MEMBERS

Claretians, East, USA
Congregation of the Passion, Holy Cross Province

Divine Word Missionaries, North America
Franciscan  Sisters of Perpetual  Adoration

Franciscans, Rochester, MN
Priests of the Sacred Heart
Sisters of Charity, BVM

Sisters of Providence, St. Mary-of-the-Woods, IN
Sisters of St. Joseph of the Third Order of St. Francis

CO-SPONSORING MEMBERS

Congregation of the Passion, St. Paul of the Cross Province

MEMBER FRIENDS

Capuchin Province of St. Joseph
The Carmelites, Chicago
Daughters of Charity of

 ~St. Vincent de Paul, Evansville, IN
Dominican Fathers/Brothers, Central Province

Dominican Sisters of Adrian, MI
Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa, WI
Dominican Sisters of Springfield, IL

Franciscan, Province of the  Sacred Heart Province
Hospital Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis

Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
School Sisters of Notre Dame
School Sisters of St. Francis
Sisters of the Living Word

Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
~Chicago Regional Community

Sisters of St. Joseph, La Grange, IL, & Wheeling, WV

CONTRIBUTING  MEMBERS

Congregation of Sisters of St. Agnes
Dominican Sisters of Columbus, OH
Dominican Sisters of Great Bend, KS

Dominican Sisters of Racine, WI
Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart

Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters
Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Our Lady of Victory Missionary Sisters
Servants of Jesus, Detroit MI
Sisters of Christian Charity

Sisters of St. Benedict, Rock Island, IL
Sisters of St. Francis of Joliet, IL

Sisters of the Presentation, Dubuque, IA
Sisters of the Humility of Mary, Villa Maria, PA

Wheaton Franciscans

Subscribe to 8th Day e-mail Bulletin
OrOrOrOrOr der Noder Noder Noder Noder No w !!!w !!!w !!!w !!!w !!!

To order contact 8th Day

Equal in Dignity and RightsEqual in Dignity and RightsEqual in Dignity and RightsEqual in Dignity and RightsEqual in Dignity and Rights
- A Correlation of Catholic Social Teaching

with the 30 Articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

8th Day Center for Justice

“...I personally welcome this publication.  It  brings together  in a coor-
dinated way the  fundamental teachings of the Church  with key elements
of the Universal Declaration.  Catholics need to understand the authen-
tic religious roots for human rights work.”

John T. Pawlikowski, OSM, PhD
Professor of Social Ethics

Catholic Theological Union


