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hat will motivate us, touch our hearts and souls
enough so we will be moved to take consistent ac-
tions on the human trafficking tragedy?

Will more law enforcement, needed services, or attention
to the men who buy sex and are violent to women and children
convince us?

Will knowing that selling a drug is a one time thing but
knowing a woman can be sold over and over again until she
dies touch our hearts?

Will Catholic Social Teaching on trafficking inspire us?
Vatican II document Gaudium Et Spes states:  “slavery,
prostitution, the selling of women and children and dis-
graceful working conditions poison human society and de-
base their perpetrators.”

This issue of Centerings is a call to us personally and as
congregations to go further, or to begin work on this tragic
world issue.

“Severe” trafficking is defined in the US Congress Victims of
Trafficking and Violence Protection  Act  Section 103(8) as:

   a)   sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is in-
duced by force, fraud, or to perform such act has not at-
tained 18 years of age; or
   b)   the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision,
or obtaining of a person for labor or services, through the
use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose  of involun-
tary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.

The UN definition
of trafficking is
given  in Gwen
Farry’s article, p. 9.
Three other articles
in this issue deal
with trafficking.

Our cover summa-
rizes well: “Not for
Sale.”  Awareness
and action with our
congregation mem-
bers, coalitions, and
friends sprinkled
throughout the
globe can make a
difference.

Human Trafficking Calls Us to Action

Photo from http://
www.humantrafficking.org
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A few actions we can take on human trafficking are:

   1.  Request to be added to the electronic mailing list of Stop Traf-
ficking, a monthly newsletter on human trafficking sponsored by the
Sisters of the Divine Savior and Capacitar International, Inc.  This
newsletter provides timely information, current research, and legisla-
tive updates in human trafficking.  The newsletter is published in
both English and Spanish.  Go to: jeansds2000@yahoo.com.

   2.  Visit the website hosted by the Sisters of the Divine Savior.
This website is very comprehensive in several areas of human traf-
ficking, including local links, learning material, actions, and interna-
tional cases.  Please visit this website on a regular basis: http://
www.sdssisters.org/slavery.

   3.  Join the Rescue and Restore Coalition in our local communities.
Their website is: http://www.acf.hhs.gov/trafficking/.  Rescue and
Restore Coalition is a national campaign that seeks to reach and as-
sist victims of human trafficking in local communities like our own.
Their website suggests ways we can assist with the campaign, as
well as offers free media kits, free posters, and training materials for
health care providers.

   4.  Become familiar with the issue of human trafficking by attend-
ing conferences and workshops in our areas.  Inform others of what
we learn so that there is a growing awareness in our neighborhoods
and communities.

   5.  Create a prayer service around the scourge of human trafficking.
Prayer is a positive action we can take to help alleviate the problem
and pray for victims.

   6.  Lead a public awareness campaign.  Get local TV media to run
the 30 and 60 second Public Service Announcements available for
free.  Go to: http://www.unodc.org/unodc/multimedia.html.  (Thanks
to the Sisters of the Divine Savior  for many of the actions suggested  above).

Other articles in this issue highlight some 8th Day recent ac-
tivities. Enjoy them and the photos.

                   Centerings staff
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Facilitator  Jean Hughes, OP,  began the gathering
with a call to those present to give power to their
voices. Seated (l to r) Stephanie Dernek, Katie
Brick, and Mar y Kay Flanigan, OSF.

Each person spoke out about what connection he or she felt to the
Creemos paper, about which issues facing the world today most con-
cerned them, about what had called each individual to join in this sec-
ond step (l. to r.) Carolina Pardo, OSF, Kathleen Desautels, SP, Jean
Hughes, OP, Carolyn Farrell, BVM.

Another World Is Possible
 Katie Corlew

Forty women and men gathered March 26, ‘06, at Loyola’s
McCormick Lounge to discuss the religious and political issues that
face our world today, and to develop a plan.  8th Day’s Women in
Church and Society Committee organized the gathering recognizing
now as Kairos time – an urgent and holy moment.  In a world divided
by power disparities in politics, religion, and economics, participants
strove to find common ground.  The starting point was Creemos.

The Creemos (“We believe”) paper began as a response to the ‘04
Presidential election when the religious right and dominant political
powers defined the “moral vote” as a set of Christian values that
solely encompassed a rigid view on homosexuality and reproductive
rights.  This view ignored any response to war, poverty, torture, health
care, the environment and any other Christian espousal of values, mo-
rality, or vision.  In an attempt to give voice to another, more inclusive
“moral vote”, the paper, written by author and activist Renny Golden,
was  meant to be a catalyst to a second step.

The proposed solutions were as diverse as the problems.  Among them
were a cosmological prayer demonstration, letter-writing campaigns,
joining forces with established groups, and legislation proposals.  The
day ended on an upbeat note, with each participant committing  to
join or support proposed actions that spoke to them.

In prayer and song, participants celebrated the finding of common
ground, the creation of a new plan, and the actualization of the dream
that another world is possible.   (l to r) Rita Clare Gerardot, SP, Barbara
Battiste, SP, Dick Heidcamp, Mike Corlew, Katie Corlew.

Participants Carolina Pardo, OSF, left, and Barbara
Corcoran, select  issues to discuss and work on.

Katie Corlew, a Claretian volunteer, serves on the 8th Day Women in Church
and Society committee.  She is married to Mike Corlew of the 8th Day staff.

Sis Kiel, left, and
Arlene Ashack,
IBVM, play the
drum during the
closing prayer.

The task ahead for (l. to r.) Helen Gourlay, BVM,  Grace
Sbrissa, CSJ,  and Nancy McCarthy, BVM  will be to work
 on an issue they  select .   Kathleen Desautels, SP, assists.

Photos by Assembly member Joellen Sbrissa, CSJ
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hat do the Super Bowl, the World Series and the
World Cup Soccer Games have in common?
Besides being sport championship games, they also

bring additional women to an area to “service men” or
more accurately, to “sexually exploit” women and girls.

From June 9-July 9, ‘06, Germany will host the World Cup
Games.  Forty thousand to 100,000 women will be “im-
ported” or again more accurately, “trafficked” from Central
and Eastern Europe.

 “Wooden ‘performance boxes’ that look like toilets have
been built in fenced- in areas the size of a football field
with condoms, showers and parking for the buyers and a
special focus on protecting their ‘anonymity.’”   Berlin will
also have a 3500 square meter brothel.  (Stop Trafficking,
April, ‘06, p.1)

Why No Worldwide Outrage?

What is the matter with this picture – men coming from all
over the world to watch soccer and sexually exploit women
and girls?  Why is there no worldwide outrage?

Cultural acceptance has a lot to do with it.  Vocabulary
such as “client” and “john” are used when “rapist” and
“sexual exploiters” are more exact. In some cultures it is a
rite of passage when an older man introduces a younger
man (boy) to the exploitation of women.  The acceptance of
pornography, now more violent and degrading toward
women, also contributes to this phenomenon.  Pornography,
lap dancing and other sexual activities precede the purchasing
of sex.  The fact that 65% of wives, girlfriends or family
members know of the men’s activities shows its acceptance.

Why Do Men Buy Sex?

What reasons do men give for buying sex?  It is not be-
cause they are lonely or have unsatisfying relationships.
They are searching for more – sex acts that their wives will
not do or the excitement that comes with the hunt for a
woman they can buy for a short time.  They want sex with-
out relationship responsibilities.  They purchase sex to
meet emotional, not physical needs.  Some men believe
they are unappealing to women or too shy for a normal
sexual relationship.  Some experience arousal from feeling
of contempt for women.

Men see the  buying of sex as a commodity.  They have
misconceptions that prostitutes or trafficked women enjoy
their work, make lots of money, and freely choose to be ex-

ploited.  Men who buy sex acts with children may be
overtly more sadistic. Abusing children lacks punishment.
For example, in Peru exploiting children was bound up
with “machismo” and the excitement of violating a taboo.

     Any light in this gloomy picture?

Because sexual exploitation is an annual $9 billion business, it
is difficult to turn around.  A change in attitude is needed. A
psychologist says boys need to be educated before they are
nine.  Secondly, the nation/state needs to criminalize sexual
exploitation.  Sweden, a country that has turned things
around, declared in ‘98, prostitution to be a crime of violence
against women and made the purchase, rather than the sale of
sex, illegal.  Traffickers know this; thus, trafficking is on the
decline in Sweden and on the rise in Germany, Holland, Den-
mark and Spain.  South Korea is phasing out red light districts
that should be completed by ‘07.  A great deal of pressure
must be exerted on lawmakers and officials to make it
clear that sexual exploitation of women is not allowed.
The opposite is often true: law enforcement looks the
other way often participating themselves or receiving pay-
ment.

Much greater effort is needed to decrease the demand. Le-
galization of prostitution is NOT the answer. Where prosti-
tution is legal, there is more trafficking of women and girls.
If there were no brothels waiting for victims, no victims
would be recruited.  If there were no states that profited
from the sex trade, there would be no regulations that fa-
cilitated the flow of women from poor towns to wealthier
sex industry centers.  If women all over the world protested
against the abuse of the 40,000-100,000 women being
brought to Germany for the World Cup Games, greater at-
tention and hopefully some change would be brought to the
exploitation of women and girls. When one woman is ob-
jectified, looked at as a commodity to be purchased, all
women are denigrated.

Much of the information for this article comes from “The De-
mand: Where Sex Trafficking Begins” by Donna Hughes  and
“Stopping the Trafficking of women and girls for sexual exploita-
tion: How do we eliminate the demand?” from a draft report by
Florence Deacon, OSF.

Assembly member Stella Storch, OP,  a Sinsinawa Dominican,
does the justice, peace and ecology work of the Congregation of
Sisters of  St. Agnes, Fond du Lac, WI.  She represents the con-
gregation as a founding member of Unanima International, a
coalition working for peace and human dignity.  See http://
www.unanima-international.org

Sexual Exploitation, the Demand Side
Stella Storch, OP

W
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              Mary Kay Flanigan, OSF
Let us join in prayer:

“Empower us to be bold participants,
rather than timid saints in waiting,
in the difficult ordinariness of now;

to exercise the authority of honesty,
rather than defer to power, or deceive to get it...”

ith the above challenge from Ted Loder in
Wrestling the Light, we want to highlight some

of the efforts for systems change happening through the ac-
tions of organizations.

UNANIMA International is a stirring example of focus and
collaboration on the trafficking issue.   Srs. Catherine
Ferguson, SNJM, and Ann Durst, SHCJ,  represent
UNANIMA  with its 16,000 Sisters and Associates in 14 na-
tional and international congregations on five continents,
located in 63 countries.  Some collective efforts are:

, In May and June 2006, UNANIMA is bringing the
Director of Health Services for Cabrini Sisters project
in Swaziland to the UN to speak at the Civil Society
Hearing for the UN General Session on HIV/AIDS.
(A connection exists with women, children and some-
times men being trafficked for prostitution and HIV/
AIDS);

, Srs. Catherine and Ann will attend a training ses-
sion with Franciscans International in Geneva to learn
more about using human rights instruments as a tool in
working against trafficking in women and children;

, Constant focus on the Convention to Eliminate All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)
www.humanrightsfirst.org has long been advocated in
trafficking work.  Eleven countries, including the US
have yet to sign on to the Convention.  In Aug. ‘06 the

following countries will be meeting at the UN to re-
port on the implementation of CEDAW:  Cape Verde,
Chile, China, Cuba, Czech Republic, Denmark, Geor-
gia, Ghana, Jamaica, Mauritius, Republic of Moldova,
and Uzbekistan.  Members of UNANIMA who work
in these countries are being asked to prepare a parallel
report specifically related to trafficking in those coun-
tries.

A report on Uprooting the Demand for Trafficking of
Women and Children for Sexual Exploitation is on the
UNANIMA  website:  www.unanima-international.
A few excerpts follow:

Human trafficking  has become the greatest world-
wide illicit business today because of purchasers of
sex acts, profiteers in the sex industry, and a culture
that creates a demand for victims.

Pornography plays a central role in the sex industry.
The vast network of four million women and two mil-
lion children being trafficked every year is also due to
globalization of the economy and worldwide exchange
of goods and services.

Capitalism promotes gender, race, class inequality,
supports a patriarchal culture that relegates women
and girls to second class and reinforces men’s domina-
tion and possession of women and children as com-
modities. And media of globalized capitalization fosters
commercial depiction of the female body and sex.

“Stop Trafficking,” a newsletter edited by S. Jean Schafer,
SDS, is sponsored by five national congregations, and three
international congregations. Here is a little flavor of the
April, ‘06 issue:  “Buying Sex is NOT a SPORT! Say ‘NO’
to Germany’s Trafficking and Prostitution of Women Dur-
ing the World Cup Games of June 9 to July 9, 2006.”  An-
other article “Sexual Trafficking - Breaking the Crisis of
Silence” is a help for advocacy.    Additonal resources are
named and more!

“...to influence someone for justice,
rather than impress someone for gain, and,

by grace to find treasures of joy, friendship,
of  peace hidden in the fields of the daily
you give us to plow.”

Mary Kay Flanigan,OSF, has represented the Rochester
Franciscans at the 8th Day Center for 13 years.

           Organizations Lead the Way in Systems Change

Estimates of People Traf ficked per Year, by Region

Source: Congressional Research Service,”Traf ficking in Women and Chil-
dren: The U.S. and International Response,” 98-649 C (May 10, 2000).

W
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“ I swore never to be silent whenever and wherever hu-
man beings endure suffering and humiliation. We must
always take sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor, never
the victim. Silence encourages the tormentor, never the
tormented.”                                                    ElieWiesel

 was born in the United States after my parents es-
caped Vietnam by boat in the late ’70s. How and why
my parents escaped Vietnam is a story for another

day. Although, I did not learn about the details of my fam-
ily history until much later in life, I always knew that un-
known history would catch up with me eventually.

In ‘90, I was sent to Vietnam to visit my ailing grandfather
on behalf of my father, who still refuses to this day to step
foot in Vietnam until it becomes free from the oppression
of communism. Many sights, sounds, and smells still re-
main with me from this single experience in my parent’s
home country. But it was one horrible incident I was wit-
ness to that has served as a catalyst to my commitment to
fight injustice and crime committed everyday to our most
vulnerable women and children.

One morning, on the way
back from attending Mass
with my grandmother, I saw
a man in the street overpow-
ering a little girl, maybe a
quarter his size. She was not more than 10 years old. I re-
member her face clearly. I motioned to my grandmother to
look over and she didn’t say anything. She pulled me along
faster in the opposite direction. I suggested that we call the
police. She said, “The police does not help, they do not
care.” I realized much later than the girl was most likely a
victim of rape.

This experience has led me to seek out more information
about the current situation in Vietnam and the violence hap-
pening against women and children. In Jan. ‘04, I watched
a MSNBC Dateline Special “Children for Sale” where
young Vietnamese girls were being sold into brothels in
Cambodia. The images in this special report reminded me
again of the little girl I saw in the street. I made a commit-
ment then to do more to help stop this problem after taking
to heart that the only thing necessary for the triumph of evil
is for good people to do nothing (Edmund Burke).

I traveled to Taiwan in April ‘04 to meet again Rev. Peter
Nguyen Van Hung, then director of the HOPE Center, and

now director of the Vietnamese Migrant Workers and
Brides Office. Father Peter is an inspirational daily advo-
cate for victims and survivors of hu-
man trafficking.  During this first
trip, I met many victims and heard
many personal stories that at first
brought me to tears and feelings of
hopelessness but more than anything
I was left feeling angry and inspired
to do something more.

Of the dozens of victims I met, I
connected especially to this one per-
son. This person although struggling
in horrible poverty was happily mar-
ried to a devoted husband with two young sons whom she
was determined to send to school.  After numerous attempts
by brokers to persuade her to go to Taiwan, as well as  hesi-
tations, she finally agreed to go to Taiwan to work as a
caretaker for two years with assurances that she would earn
many times more money than she could make in years.

She had no idea what would
happen to her once she left
her home. She had no idea
that the labor contract she
signed would not be hon-
ored. She had no idea her

earnings would be garnished for random fees and debts.
She had no idea that she would be subjected to living as a
slave to her employer who would assault her beyond belief.
She had no idea that there would be no immediate aid or re-
lief to her situation.  She had no idea that she was not alone
and that this was happening to hundreds of thousands of
women like her.

But she also had no idea there were people somewhere else
far away who cared, who would do what they could to help
others in need. I made a promise to her, a true survivor who
in all likelihood I will probably never see again, that we,
the lucky ones, would never forget her and those like her in
whatever it takes, for as long as it takes to help our sisters,
our people. So, I have to thank you all, for keeping that
promise alive.

Today, I am proud to be a co-founder and leader of an orga-
nization known as the Vietnamese Alliance to Combat Hu-
man Trafficking (VietACT).  VietACT is a grassroots orga-
nization dedicated to eradicating human trafficking of Viet-

Trip to Vietnam, Hearing Survivor

I

Tammy Thien-Tam Tran

The only thing necessary for the triumph

of evil is for good people to do nothing!
Edmund Burke
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namese victims through collaboration, advocacy, and edu-
cation, for the purpose of supporting, protecting and em-
powering victims.

VietACT members are not full-time professionals but as
volunteers we are always encouraging each other to do
something, anything, creatively and constantly to bring
greater attention to this problem in hopes that it will create
a worldwide movement of ZERO TOLERANCE against the
sale of human beings. I know we alone can not stop these
horrible things from happening but each time that another
person learns about human trafficking, speaks out against
human trafficking...it is more opportunity the traffickers
and horrible people who fuel this crime will be EXPOSED
and stopped.

I truly believe that the only thing that stands in the way of
making a difference, stopping these things from happening,
combating human trafficking of our women and children,
stopping the criminals/traffickers is for good people to do
nothing or get tired and give up. I hope that we all continue to
find strength in each other and strength in the cause in order
to fight and truly last longer than those criminals and corrupted
officials who stand to profit from the suffering of others.

ietnam, Hearing Survivor’s Story Changes a Life

Tammy Thien-Tam Tran gradutated three years ago from the
U. of So.Cal. where she did a senior honors thesis on human
trafficking.  She currently works for the Orange County
County Supervisor.   Tammy, who formed VietACT
(www.vietact.org) in ‘04, met with the 8th Day staff in Feb. ‘06.

Tammy Thien-Tam Tran

Common Health Issues Seen In Victims of Human Traf ficking
 Information from  US Dept. of Health & Human Services, Administration for Children and Families

Health issues seen in trafficking victims include the following:

·  Sexually transmitted diseases, HIV/AIDS, pelvic pain, rectal
trauma and urinary difficulties from working in the sex indus-
try.
·  Pregnancy, resulting from rape or prostitution.
·  Infertility from chronic untreated sexually transmitted infec-
tions or botched or unsafe abortions.
·  Infections or mutilations caused by unsanitary and danger-
ous medical procedures performed by the trafficker’s so-called
“doctor.”
·  Chronic back, hearing, cardiovascular or respiratory prob-
lems from endless days toiling in dangerous agriculture,
sweatshop or construction conditions.
·  Weak eyes and other eye problems from working in dimly lit
sweatshops.
  Infectious diseases like tuberculosis.
If you think you have come in contact with a victim of human trafficking, call the Traf ficking Information and Referral
Hotline at 1.888.373.7888. This hotline will help you determine if you have encountered victims of human trafficking, will
identify local resources available in your community to help victims, and will help you coordinate with local social service or-
ganizations to help protect and serve victims so they can begin the process of restoring their lives. For more information on hu-
man trafficking, visit: www.acf.hhs.gov/trafficking.

·  Malnourishment and serious dental problems. These are es-
pecially acute with child trafficking victims who often suffer
from retarded growth and poorly formed or rotted teeth.
·  Undetected or untreated diseases, such as diabetes or cancer.
·  Bruises, scars and other signs of physical abuse and torture.
Sex-industry victims are often beaten in areas that won’t dam-
age their outward appearance, like their lower back.
·  Substance abuse problems or addictions either from being
coerced into drug use by their traffickers or by turning to sub-
stance abuse to help cope with or mentally escape their des-
perate situations.
·  Psychological trauma from daily mental abuse and torture,
including depression, stress-related disorders, disorientation,
confusion, phobias and panic attacks.
·  Feelings of helplessness, shame, humiliation, shock, denial
or disbelief.
·  Cultural shock from finding themselves in a strange country.

I truly believe that the only thing

that stands in the way of making a

difference, stopping these things

from happening, combating human

trafficking of our  women and chil-

dren, stopping the criminals/traf-

fickers is for good people to do

nothing or get tired and give up.
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 Urban Plunge

Good Friday Walk for Justice
“Creating a New Day- Together in the Struggle” was the theme
for 8th Day’s 26th Good Friday Walk for Justice. The annual ritual
is a public witness of solidarity with those today who continue, as
in the time of Jesus, to be condemned, are burdened, who weep,
are tortured, stripped of dignity, and even executed. This year’s
theme was a reminder that we, too, are called to be faithful to the
inner wisdom of the Spirit as we struggle together for Justice.
The 80-degree sunshiny weather “created” a perfect day for the
Walk’s largest crowd in recent years.

                               Photos by Assembly member, Joellen Sbrissa, CSJ

Childr en from
Wellington
United Church
of Christ pr o-
cessed with
birds they made
representing
hope, peace, joy
and liberation
for all childr en
everywhere as
part of the sec-
ond station
prayer.

Women from Grace House, a post-prison home for women,
led the Walk carr ying 8th Day’s banner.

Forty participants in the ‘06 Urban Plunge gathered for five days after Easter to engage in a structured social analysis
project after visiting such sites as the Southwest Youth Collaborative in the Bridgeview neighborhood and Cook County
Jail  where Martina Jackson (far right) spoke to conditions.  The annual Urban Plunge, organized and facilitated by 8th
Day staff members, draws novices from  member congregations to Chicago to exprience the hope expressed by those who
live and  work in marginalized neighborhoods.                            Photos by Claretian novice Manny Lopez

“Star,” a Na-
tive American
elder, and
other represen-
tatives from
Anawim Cen-
ter along with
Tria Thompson
and the Pro-
phetic Players
began the
Walk with a
ritual blessing.
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ccording to the UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress
and Punish Trafficking in Persons, “trafficking of
persons refers to recruitment, transport, or sale of

human beings for the purpose of exploiting their labor.”

HR 972 states that “human trafficking is defined as the re-
cruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtain-
ing of a person for labor or services through the use of
force, fraud, or coercion, for the purpose of subjecting that
person to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or
slavery.” It is obvious how closely this issue is related to
immigration issues.

8th Day’s Lobby Project is following both of these issues
as blatant violations of human rights.

HR 972 was introduced in the House Feb.17, ’05 by Chris-
topher Smith (R-NJ).  The bill’s main purpose is to autho-
rize appropriations for fiscal years ‘06 and ‘07 for the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000.  The bill amends
the earlier 2000 Act in several important ways in “Combat-
ing International Trafficking in Persons” as well as “Com-
bating Domestic Trafficking in Persons.”

                      International Traf ficking

Regarding the US Agency for International Development
(USAID), the Dept. of State, and the Dept. of Defense are
directed to incorporate anti-trafficking and protection mea-
sures for vulnerable populations, particularly women and
children, into their post-conflict and humanitarian emer-
gency assistance and program activities.  The Secretary of
State and the Administrator of USAID are directed to con-
duct a study and report regarding the threat and practice of
human trafficking generated by post-conflict and humani-
tarian emergencies in foreign countries.

The Administrator is directed to:  “1) carry out a study to
identify best practices for the rehabilitation of trafficking
victims in group residential facilities in foreign countries;
2) carry out a pilot program to establish residential treat-
ment facilities in foreign countries for trafficking victims
based upon the best practices identified in the study; and
3) report to the Committee on International Relations of
the House of Representatives and the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate on such pilot program’s imple-
mentation.”   Trafficking victims would be provided with
access to information about federally funded or adminis-

US Legislative Action Hopeful
tered anti-trafficking programs that provide services to vic-
tims of severe forms of trafficking.  See Summary of HR
972 for other provisions.  (http://thomas.loc.gov)

Domestic Traf ficking

In the Combating Domestic Trafficking in Person section,
provisions are made “1) to use state, local, and research
data to carry out a biennial research and statistical review
and analysis of severe forms of trafficking and of sex traf-
ficking and unlawful commercial sex acts in the United
States; and 2) conduct an annual conference in each of FY
2006 – FY 2008, and thereafter conduct a biennial confer-
ence, addressing severe forms of trafficking and commer-
cial sex acts in the United States.”  The Secretary of Health
and Human Services is authorized to establish or expand as-
sistance programs for US citizens or permanent resident
aliens who are the subject of sex trafficking or severe forms
of trafficking that occurs in the US.  The bill authorizes ap-
propriations through FY ‘07 for all of the above provisions.

In Dec. ‘05 HR 972 was passed unanimously in the House
and passed the Senate without amendment   It was signed
into law by the President on Jan. 10, ‘06.

               Senate Bill In Process

S 1226, a bill to provide jurisdiction over federal contrac-
tors who engage in human trafficking offenses was intro-
duced in the Senate in June, ‘05 by Sen. Daniel Akaka  (D-
HI).  It was read twice and referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary at that time.  This bill would amend the federal
criminal code to require a federal contractor who engages in
a human trafficking offense “punishable by imprisonment
for more than one year if it occurred in US jurisdiction as
provided for that offense.”  It also would permit a victim
“to bring a civil action if a civil action would have been au-
thorized had the conduct been engaged in within US juris-
diction.”  For more information on this bill and other pos-
sible legislative action, see:

http://www.amnestyusa.org/women/hot_topic;
http://www.networklobby.org;   http://thomas.loc.gov.

Gwen Farry, BVM, in her second year at 8th Day,
represents the Sisters of Charity, BVM, Dubuque, IA.

Gwen Farry, BVM

A
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D O V E T A L E S

Traf ficking Focus of SVD Province

At its ‘06 Chapter/Assembly meeting,
the Chicago Province of the Society of
the Divine Word voted favorably in tak-
ing on the issue of human trafficking as
a province-wide concern. Divine Word
also voted that this issue be discussed at
the General Chapter in Rome.  If Rome
votes favorably, then human trafficking
will become a concern for the entire re-
ligious congregation.

The staff wishes to
express appreciation
to John Gonzalez for
his seven years as a
staff member of 8th

Day and representa-
tive of the Passionist
congregation.  We
wish him blessings

with his new role as director of justice
and peace and lay ministries with the
Passionists.  Thank you, John,  You
will be missed.

Appr eciation to John

Massive Marches Protest Bill To
Criminalize Undocumented Immigrants

Immigrants and supporters participated
in enormous and energetic marches on
May 1 in Los Angeles, Chicago, Mil-
waukee, Indianapolis, Phoenix, Boul-
der, Washington, DC, and other major
cities to protest the bill that would
make it a felony to be in this country
“illegally.”  Broad-based coalitions of
faith, labor, business and community
leaders have come together to oppose
this bill and to call for a path to citi-
zenship for immigrants.

Corr ections

In the spring issue of Centerings, in
the article “Water Concerns Spark
Projects,” Jan Gregorcich is an SSND,
not an FSPA;  Sr. Marie Des Jarlais,
FSPA, is correct spelling of last name;
GATE stands for Global Awareness
Through Experience and the correct
email address is www.GATE-Travel.org.

Stephanie Dernek of the 8th Day staff
and mentioned in Dovetales is receiv-
ing a Masters of Social Justice degree
at Loyola U, not a Masters in Social
Work. We apologize for  these errors.

Volunteer  Recognition

This spring 8th Day recognizes both
full time and part time volunteers. As a
full time volunteer Brian McLauchlin,
SVD, works on domestic poverty is-
sues and Helen Gourlay, BVM, edits
our quarterly Centerings.    Part time
volunteers come from many congrega-
tions and organizations to work on a
variety of issues: Christine Hooynan,
Nancy McCarthy, BVM,  Jacob
Johnson, OFM,  Anna Maria Balduf,
Helper,  Luann Brown, BVM,  Greg
Theodour, and Mary Elise Leiker,
CSA.  Thanks for you involvement in
the justice work of the center!

Chicago Social Forum

Over 400 participants attended the third annual Chicago Social Forum (CSF)
held at Roosevelt University, Chicago, IL, May 6, ‘06.  The forum attempts to
bring civil society working on social justice together, around globalization, envi-
ronment, militarization, education, health care, and making connections between
the local to the global.  The day also included cultural groups and a fair trade
marketplace. 8th Day had an vital role through Stephanie Dernek, 8th Day staff,
who was member of the organizing team.

No Mas, No More!
Victory for Human Rights: Argentina,
Uruguay Abandon SOA/WHINSEC

After meeting with representatives of
human rights organizations, the
three SOA Watch activists Carlos
Mauricio, Lisa Sullivan and Father
Roy Bourgeois, announced that the
governments of Argentina and Uru-
guay have agreed to stop sending sol-
diers to train at the School of the
Americas(SOA/WHINSEC). These
are the second and third countries in
Latin America (Venezuela being the
first) to stop sending soldiers to the
“school.”

“The people of Uruguay are fully
aware of the atrocities caused by
graduates of the SOA/WHINSEC,” re-
ported the Minister of Defense
Azucena Berrutti. “They experienced
the tortures, detentions imprisonments
and ‘disappearances’ caused by its
graduates.”

In Argentina the three SOA Watch ac-
tivists accompanied by the head of the
Mothers of the Disappeared met with
the defense minister Nilda Garreacute.
Nilda’s husband was also disappeared
during the repression in Argentina.
Minister Garreacute assured the group
that after the one Argentinian soldier
currently at the SOA/WHINSEC fin-
ishes his classes, no more Argentinian
soldiers will be sent to the School of
the Americas.No Mas! No More! For
more information - see www.soaw.org

John Gonzalez
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SPONSORING MEMBERS

Claretians, East, USA
Divine Word Missionaries, North America
Franciscan  Sisters of Perpetual  Adoration

Franciscans, Rochester, MN
Priests of the Sacred Heart
Sisters of Charity, BVM

Sisters of Providence, St. Mary-of-the-Woods, IN
Sisters of St. Joseph of the Third Order of St. Francis

MEMBER FRIENDS

Capuchin Province of St. Joseph
The Carmelites, Chicago
Daughters of Charity of

 ~St. Vincent de Paul, Evansville, IN
Dominican Fathers/Brothers, Central Province

Dominican Sisters of Adrian, MI
Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa, WI
Dominican Sisters of Springfield, IL

Franciscan, Province of the  Sacred Heart Province
Hospital Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis

Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
School Sisters of Notre Dame
~Atlantic Midwest Province
School Sisters of St. Francis
Sisters of the Living Word

Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
~Chicago Regional Community

Sisters of St. Joseph La Grange, IL, & Wheeling, WV

CONTRIBUTING  MEMBERS

Congregation of Sisters of St. Agnes
Dominican Sisters of Columbus, OH
Dominican Sisters of Great Bend, KS

Dominican Sisters of Racine, WI
Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart

Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters
Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Our Lady of Victory Missionary Sisters
Servants of Jesus, Detroit MI

Sisters of Christian Charity, Western Province
Sisters of St. Benedict, Rock Island, IL

Sisters of St. Francis of Joliet, IL
Sisters of the Presentation, Dubuque, IA

Sisters of the Humility of Mary, Villa Maria, PA
Wheaton Franciscans

Deepening a Spirituality of Justice Retreat
August 16-22, 2006

at
Saint  Francis Spirituality Center

200 Saint Francis Ave.
Tif fin, Ohio 44883-3458

Contact 8th Day for more information.

OrOrOrOrOr der Noder Noder Noder Noder No w !!!w !!!w !!!w !!!w !!!
To order contact 8th Day

Equal in Dignity and RightsEqual in Dignity and RightsEqual in Dignity and RightsEqual in Dignity and RightsEqual in Dignity and Rights
- A Correlation of Catholic Social Teaching

with the 30 Articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

“...I personally welcome this publication.  It  brings together  in a coordi-
nated way the  fundamental teachings of the Church  with key elements  of
the Universal Declaration.  Catholics need to understand the authentic reli-
gious roots for human rights work.”

John T. Pawlikowski, OSM, PhD
Professor of Social Ethics

Catholic Theological Union


