Volume XXIV, No.1 Fall 2006

CENTERINGS

a quarterly publication of the 8th Day Center for Justice

8th Day

fg %ppressnﬂe systef‘hs arrd Eb

| to change those systems.



A Move Brings Fresh Look at CenteWalues, 8ucture, Goals

11 eginnings” was the prayer theme for stafour whom the stdfworks as well as congregational relation-
first meeting in our new location. On Sept. 1 we ships—the “sun” that help nourish the tree and foster growth.
moved from the 2 floor to the B floor at 205W.
Monroe. We prayed “to begin going out of our weary mindThe tree model represents a new structure in working to-
into fresh dreams, Daring to make our own bold tracks in gether Its purpose is to deepen our understanding of the in-
the land of now.” ter-relatedness of diérent issues and to facilitate communi-
cation among our coalition work, Center analysis, and con-
Moving can bring a “weary mind” till everything is in place gregational relationships.
Much more weary-ing is the state of our world right now
But ourAugust staffdays of planning for the yeaand Sep-
temberAssembly meeting with our congregational represen-
tatives have brought us “fresh dreams” and hope that we
will indeed “make...bold tracks in the land of nbw

Our dreams are rooted iff Bay’s core values: just rela-
tionship, nonviolence, prophetic stance, and consensus deci-
sion-making, values which are fleshed out in four articles in
this Centerings.

To frame our work for the year we have chosen the symbol
of a tree.Core values form the roots, nourishing a flow of
life through trunk, branches, and leavé¢e have four
trees— the trunk of each symbolizing a focus area for the
year Globalization, just relationship, war/militarism, and
human rights are “trunks.” Issues flowing from the trunk
form the “branches.” For example, the “human rights”
trunk has branches of human fiefing, civil liberties, tor
ture, povertyand police abuse. On another tree, the “just

Human Rights

relationship” trunk has branches of nonviolence, eco-femi- Tree serves as symbol fan area of focus.
nism, environment/ecological integrityeterosexism, and
Women in Church and Society Other articles in this issue bring information on some of the
/ \ . i other activities of the Centencluding an interview of this
8th Day Center for Justice Trunk” groups year's staf members.
205W. Monroe $reet meet every two-

three months and ~ With our “fresh dreams” in this time of new beginnings, we

Chicago IL 60606-5062 gather information  nvite you, our readers, to make “bold tracks” with us in the

312-641-5151 phone

312-641-1250 fax from "branch” ‘land of now”
8thday@claret.gr email groups for shared
www.8thdaycenteorg web page analysis. “Blessed are those who walk hand in hand

Y «Branch’ groups with goodness, whoand beside vir_tue, who

for sponsoring subscribers as a tool for . ’ sit in the seat of truth;...They are like trees

education and action in the search for m_eetlng more often, planted by streams of watghat yield

peace and justice in the world. will be for educa- fruit in due season, and their leaves flouish;

tion, analysis, and and in all they do, they give life.”

8th Day Centeringss published quarterl

Editorial Board:Mike Corlew CMF action. bs 113 from Senmssembly meet

Vol.; Kathleen Desautels, SP; Mary Kay S35, Trom SepRssembly meeting

Flanigan, OSF; Helen GourlaBVM; “Leaves” represent

Christy Lytle, CSA; Brian McLauchlin, . : Helen GourlayBVM, in her 3d year at 8th Dayworks on the
i ; coalitions with ) :

SVD; Katie Varatta, JVC Magis. Centerings committee.
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Consensual Decision-Makingthe core of democratic process

Kathleen Desautels, SP

isitors to & Day asking to speak to the director in, the information we choose to notice. Identity is what we
V of the Center are @aén more than curious when Want to believe is true and what our actions show to be true of

they learn we have none. “&l, who's in charge ourselves. In a chaotic world, amganizations identity needs
if you dont have a director?” is usually the first ques- to be the most stable aspect of their endethasks questions
tion followed by “Who makes the decisions?” The that demand discussion, dialogue and an openness to change.

quick reply is simply - “Vé all do.” Why ae we doing this? Whatpossible now that we've
agreed to ty together? How does the purpose of this effor
Organic Nature of Center connect to my/our personal sense of purpose?
One of the hallmark values of the 8th Day Céateganic Information

structure these 32 years is thefssafommitment to making . L
decisions by a consensual decision-making process. Despitg &fiondlycomplex living systems rely on sensitive informa-

of the changes over the years in personnel, $erelift ofice tional processing. OnIy_ when inforr_nation belongs to everyone
spaces, the adding of multiple issues to an already full plateS@hgPeople ganize rapidly and ictively.

making of decisions by consensus is the glue of the Genter
structure. It undepirds the core values we commit to: mutual-
ity, prophetic voice, nonviolence and just relationship with al
living beings. In striving to be an alternative critical voice to
injustices in both Church and societye commit to operating
in this collective style in order to model what we believe the
world of true justice might look like. Such a model is not wit
out its bumps, its disturbing moments, but, warts and all, m
ing decisions by consensus works.

Relationships

II_astly, through relationships information is created and
transformed. Such a process demands a discipline of raising
guestions of inquiry about how we are togetAee we be-
coming moe truthful with each otherAre we ceating a
safe space for alternative views to be raised? Do we need
“challenge one anotheegading racism, sexism,
heteosexism and other opgssive behaviors? Who else
needs to be heP Is the meaning of the work still clear? Is

Non-hierarchical . :
it changing? What have we learned about one another?

Decisions that are consensual presume a more inclusive, non- ) o ]
hierarchical model of operatin§hey demand the discipline of! eres no magic to the consensual decision-making pro-
ongoing dialogue where questions are welcomed, feelings €SS, Simply a commitment poocessoverproduct In or
shared, and opinionsfefed. Consensual decision-making is &ter for it to work, it takes a discipline of time, openness of

the core a living, self-ganizing, democratic process. those at the decision-making table to create a safe space for

all to speak their truth. It takes learning the skill of inquiry--

Margaret Wheatley in her book,Leadership for asking questions in order to gather facts, listening to the in-

an Uncertin Time, says “one can never direct a formation gathered, and speaking that truth. Basicadiy-

living system, one can only disturb it ...(and) self- sensual decision-making is a communitipef And for

organizing systems have the capacity to respond those who believe in its worth and experienced the benefits,

continously to change. In fact, change is the key it can “ruin"one for life, as we saif in other settings

organizing force, not a problematic intrusion.” Roberts Rules of Order is used.

Change happens best for most long-tegarizers when they are Ultimately when a challenge comes for us to make a judg-
supported within a community of people working with a commorment that will challenge either Church or socigtynjust
vision and mission toward common goslfheatley outlines three policies, we are reminded of the spirit of the late Bishop
conditions for self-gganizing systems that are the heart of 8thdyntenets admonition to each of us’How will the decision
character and are assisted by use of the consensual decision-nvegingake affect those on the gias of societyPlanet Eath
processidentity, Information and Relationships. and all living beings?”It is this spirit that uges us to take se-

riously the nonviolent method of consensual decision-making.

Identity

Identity is the sense-making capacity of agaoization\We Kathleen Desautels, SRas epresented the Sisters ofd®i-
create worlds, say@heatleybased on the meaning we investdence at the Center for the past 20 years.
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Creating Milieu of Nonviolence Is Ongoihgsk

Bob Bossie, SCJ

he week following the Septlahttacks againstthe world to beThis is no easy task which we have set for

US, 8th Day began a weeklsilent vigil for peace ourselves but we can do no other

at Chicagas Federal buildinglhis action, which
continues todgystemmed from our commitment to nonvio-
lence as one of the Centecore values in the work for jus-
tice.With so much clamor for revenge, we called for re-
straint, dialogue and reconciliation, including an examina-
tion of US policies. Ours was a lonely voice.

The beloved community

Author and nonviolent activist Barbara Deming
brought a unique vision toward the creation of
what RevKing called “the beloved community”
when she said th&abonviolent actions ag by
their natue andogynous. In them, the two im-
pulses that have long beerdted as distinct
‘masculine and feminine’, the impulse of self-

Our commitment

Our commitment to nonviolence flows from the belief that

all of creation, of which we are part,isGod andf God.
By definition, then, all creation is relationd@his vision
compels us to strive to live in just relationship with all

assetiveness and the impulse of sympattg
clearly joined; the very genius of nonviolence, in
fact, is that it demonstrates them to be indivisible

creatures, that is to sayonviolently and so estoes human community”

As | write, I'm reminded that 100 years ago, on Seht. 1

1906, Gandhi launched the modern nonviolence movement.

Nonviolence demands of us that we help foster a world inOn that daya gathering of 3000 Indians in Johannegbur

which all creation and every person are treated with reveiSouthAfrica, joined Gandhi in challenging the oppressive

ence and awe, including, it must be said, those whom weaws of that country with nonviolent civil disobedience. 8

would name as enemNonviolence is at the root of our beDay Center is proud to be part of that tradition as it works

ing. Itis the way of life. with its member congregations and coalition-partners to
eliminate warstop torture, close the School of Areeri-

Nonviolence is an active way of being. Itis love in action.cas, end the death penaftyomote fair trade, eliminate hun-

Gandhi called it “satyagraha” or “soul-force.” Nonviolenceger and povertyand other suchfefrts.

demands that one stand with those who are oppressed--and

the cosmos itself--in order to call the oppressor back to that

just relationship of which we are all part. Martin Luther

King’s words ring true here when he said that the greatest

thing a person can do is make an enemy a friend. In the

struggle for communityone quickly recognizes the oppres-

sor or violence in oneself or os&€ommunity Because of

this the nonviolent life is essentially one of ongoing conver :

sion, of being a peacemaker with creation, with others, with

oneself.

A way of life and being

Milieu of nonviolence Nonviolence
Amish Face Grief with Forgiveness

8" Day strives to create ailieu of nonviolence in its ) . )
y Community Reaches Out to Killer Family

work together as a sfahrough consensus decision-
making, where the gifts of each person are hondreis.
stands in stark contrast to thewerovermodel evi-
denced in societyVe say that we model in all our work Fr. Bob Bossie, SCJepresents the Saed Heat Fathers and
and relationships, however awkwardiyhat we want the has been at 8th Day since 1980.

Headline: Chicag®ribune, Oct. 5,06
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Just Relationship Means Making Connections

) o Mary Kay Flanigan, OSE and Brian McLauchlin, SVD
(14 ust Relationship” is one of the core values we work

through and struggle with at"®ay. By “Just Re-

lationship,” we refer to the dynamic connections we
establish between people and all creation, based on fairness,
mutuality, inclusivity, and equality In establishing connec-
tions, we, in dect, dialogue with the Cosmos, not just with
words or language, but also through our actions. Our words
and actions connect us to all creation in time and space.

How does this play itself out in our workhe following
are are two examples: 1Cmsmorayer group and 2) a
march against police abuse/torture in Chicago.

Once a month on the full-moon, the Cosmos group gathers
together as equals in the presence of our Creator God.
Sometimes not all members of the group can be together in
one physical prayespace, but we invite and include all
people and creation into our space through our meditation
on the Cosmos. Participants pray for a yariety of is;ues, Just Relationship
but for the most part we pray that the voice of the voiceless

may be heard, that in order for our world to be fag must ,—-———/

hear the voices of all creatioAs we pray from Montrose

Harbor overlooking Lake Michigan and downtown Chi-

cago, we also pray for the care of our environment and

an end to war and violencé/e believe that through our

monthly prayerwe create just relationship between Several members of thé& Bay staf participated in a Sep-
people and our environment. tember silent march/protestganized by “Black People
Against PolicéTorture.” By participating in such events we
attempt to create a society in which all people are treated
fairly and equally The police are supposed to protect and
serve all citizens, not excluding our brothers and sisters
based on race, gendpolitical preference, or sexual orien-
tation. We believe in a mutually INCLUSIVE society where
all people can prosper in an environment of love and re-
spect, not one in which peodiasic liberties are taken
away from them.

These are two examples of how we work through and
struggle with the establishment of a just relationstihile

we fall at times in our struggle, we are committed to con-
necting with others and our environment. How do you es-
tablish a just relationship?

Mary Kay Flanigan, OSFa Rochester Francisan, is in her
14th year at 8th Day Brian McLauchlin, SVD, a full time vol-
unteey is in his 2nd year at 8th Day
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Prophetic fance -A Journey

of justice and the work of justice is al-

ways linked to concepts of “being pro-
phetic.” For faiths based in the Judeo-Christian
tradition this link is intimately rooted in our sa-
cred texts that name justice and the work of jus-
tice as inherent to being in relationship with one
another creation, and God.

W ithin most faith traditions the discussion

Justice is moe than charity X : - = :
Discussing “prophetic stance” at the SeptembefAssembly ae Joetta

Justice in this context is more than acts of ehar Venneman, PBVM, Eileen Reilly SSND, and Joellen Sbrissa, CSJ.

ity. Justice is a call to live dynamically the values

espoused by our tradition, namely: to live into a radicalJesus recognized thahohe related to andowhe related

love that transcends the false boundaries that keep us to them was a potent way to help express his understanding

from being in “just relationship” with one anothéfrthis  of God. In standing with the nginalized of his time, Jesus

is our call then the “prophetic stance” is our tool — comnot only upheld and honored theirfeuing, his action

pass, map and ultimately even a vessel toward the “bepointed to the irrevocable intebnnectedness of creation

loved kindom” that our faith tells us is our birthright.  and the power of relationship to be transformative to sys-
tems and situations of inequity

It is perhaps easier to make this link cognitively than it is

to try and imagine it in praxi$¥e may know and even  Equal to this, Jesus also recognized his relationship to the

long toward a “prophetic stance” but what does that institutions of power of his day and that holding them ac-

practically look like? countable was not just a key part to his relationship with the
mauiginalized, but a deeply inteonnected piece of his own
Pieces of “Pophetic Sance” lived experience and faith expression. In this context rela-

tionship is more than an encounter; it is a purposeful con-
There are many potential answers to that question — theciousness of the sacred in each of us and all of creation that
8" Day Center dkrs the four following pieces as poten-is always present whether we are aware of it in the moment
tial answers to the prophetic puzZldnese pieces have or not. Relationship informs us, shapes us and is a building
been gleaned from the values and lived experience of thsock toward the “beloved kindom.”
Center and its member3hey are: relationship, critique,
hope and visionThese values have been stepping stones Critique
in the “ortho-praxis” of following the call to be prophetic
in the creation of “just relationship.” As we live into our relationships, we find that we may en-
counter many struggles and questidiswe wrestle with
Relationship our concerns, fears and hopes, we engage often in a “cri-
tique” of the situationWe ask questions and seek answers
Relationship is a key component to our foundation. Howhat will help us to understand the world that we live in and
we relate to ourselves, to one anothercreation and to the people and systems we engage.
God is like the bones of our body — it gives structure,
form and function to our lives. This critique or critical analysis often leads us towards the
recognition and naming of wrongs and injustices as well as
Relationship is inextricable from our shared reali®ur areas of growth or strengths. Critical analysis in the context
faith tradition honors this in how we are called by the of the “prophetic stance” is crucial — it is a primary tool for
tradition into relationship — mutual and loving — and thedeveloping an understanding of injustices aachingthose
power aforded to relationship. injustices. Critique in the “prophetic stance” functions not
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to the “Beloved Kindom”

Liz Deligio
just on an internal level of awareness but also on ar+extesf “prophetic stance” will der viable and concrete solu-
nal level of education, call for change, and solida@ty-  tions.Vision is not “pie in the sky” idealizing, rather it is the
tique gains its authenticity and clarity from relationship  fruit born of the work of relationship and analysis — the wis-
and then helps to further relationship by speaking or poingtom collected from the journgyision not only points to a
ing to inequity Critique touches on our longing for alternadifferent future but also holds us accountable to the wrongs
tives in the face of injustice; it channels our anger and hoggthe presenfAnd it is through that accountability built
toward viable alternatives. through relationship, critique, hope and vision that we can

begin to work toward change.
Hope
Value of “Prophetic Sance”

Critique or a critical voice relies on and springs from a ba-
sis in hopeThis can often be confusing as we are cultur The 8" Day Center as a faith-basedyanization com-
ally geared to experience a critical awareness as a “negamitted to the work of justice sees “prophetic stance”
tive” mind set or “angry attitude.A good critique will as a key component in our work because the “action”
bear the marks of hope in its messaging — pointing not jusf “prophetic stance” helps us to move toward a fuller
to the injustice but the value that is violated by that injus-realization of our values. Nonviolence, mutuality-
tice — calling us back to the sense of the “beloved kindomgperation, and the sacred, intelated nature of cre-
we are working toward. ation call us toward and into relationship, critique,

hope and vision.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jrwas an incredible master of

this tool. He called the country to awareness of thiesuf  Removing the “prophetic stance” from our work

ing caused by racism, held the country accountable, andwould unravel and undermine the other values that
equally important, reminded us of the possibilities we werguide the CenteHow could we engage in mutual re-
missing and even destroying by engaging in racism. His |ationships attuned to the sacred in all if we will not

message and vision were infused with hope — he groundegsk, speak, and name in response to those relation-
his critique and call in the belief that hate will not and canships? Removing “prophetic stance” would require

not triumph loveThis belief did not come from the world imagining silence as an answer to theyranguish
that he saw and lived in but from faith in the power of valof the world. How could silence lead to a world where
ues articulated in his faith. “every person is endowed with fundamental human
dignity, has just access to resources, and lives in har
Hope is the engy of the “prophetic stance;” it infuses our mony with each other and all of creation?”
faith, drives our longing, and nourishes us as we work to-
ward what may seem often like impossible goals. Hope This not to say that taking a “prophetic stance” is
holds us between the place we are and the place we long:tgsy or that is does not disturb, rattle and very often
be. Hope gathers the threads of critique and begins to upset. It is saying that the risk of disturbing is a
weave the vision. smaller risk than if we sacrifice to fear our voice,
hope, and vision.
Vision
A challenge
Vision then is the final step in the “prophetic stance;” it is
the place of dreams articulated and shavesionisthe ~ “Prophetic stance” is a challenge but we stand on the
other half of critique — it is the possibilities our hope tells shoulders of the many who have gone before us and
us we can create. Critique without vision falls short in its pointed to the love beyond the fe#ine hope within
power to be transformative. the pain, and the world possible despite the struggles.

Vision helps to heal the pain of injustice, motivate us to a¢iz Deligio, a 2nd-year staff membeepresents the Franciscan
tion, and lend clarity to our workision born of the work  Sisters of Perpetuaidoration.
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Saff Visions

Mike Corlew
At 8™ Day Center for Justice one thing that makes us unique is that we strive to model the

world we wish to create. But what exactly does that world look like and how & we modeling it
through our work and lives?To find out | interviewed staff to get their take.

A good stat for that ideal world would be for us to share resources equalbplish militaries and settle dis-

putes nonviolentlypractice cooperation — not competition — and teach it especially to the young, and to revel
in and live in harmony with the rest of creatidm. absurd dream? Not any more absurd than mass starvation
and planned slaugdr. | believe completely thavery person, all creatures, the earth and all the cosmos are

holy, of God, and worthy of reverence and love. For this reason, in all areas of my life, | strive to live nonvio-
lently, however ineptlyincluding my resistance to oppression and my attempts to live gently on the earth.

Robert Bossie, SCJ

I look forward to a world where societies carefully analyze their priorities re-
flected in the distribution of wealtliVvhere people would ask themselvegyHat

does it mean that we pay $80 million a year to a sports figure and the person
made the ball or the uniform got $2 a day?” or “Why is it that the congpany’
CEO is paid many millions a yeavhile the janitors are not paid a living wage?’
| dream of a world that once those questions were answered, we the working
class, would have the power to change those economic systems to better refl
ourvalues. | aninvolved in supporting struggles of working class people here

. . . " . Michael Corl
and in the “third world” to obtain better conditions, higher wages and more con- aet Lorew

trol of their places of work. | see this as one hopeful baby step toward the “de-

mocratization” of the world economy

It is hard to envision what my ideal worldlooks like considering how
immersed my life is in the unjust workings of this world. | am tainted
my view by the privilege, experience, feelings and the single view th
have lived. Putting this aside, | do know there are things that | beli€]
are characteristics that would make a world just: living wages, huma
dignity, dignity of all creation, and sustainability in all things. Love is
the heart of everything, our relations with each qthature and all
things. 1try to live simplyand act with knowledge with purchases (fa
trade, loclly grown, money goes to local economies, and supports Sephanie Dernek
unions, small business and environmentally friendly/sustainable practices), actions, and my
| want to see a worldwhere life is  daily living. Oftentimes living simply and purchasing mindfully are at conflict due to prices
not ordered and valued by a utilitar or availability Sometimes i a compromise, but | believe that the intentionality is key and

ian sense of “use or productivity” -  continuing to educate ourselves and each other

but rather where the value of all be-
ings, creation, and life is inherent,
intrinsic, recognized and known -
never to be questioned, compromised
or ranked. | try to help createhis
reality in my work by staying mind-
ful of the sacred in all of creation

and having that be a guiding prin-
ciple of my work.

Liz Deligio

I would like to see a worldwhere diferences of political/ social /
cultural and religious beliefs in both church and society are viewed
as motivating elements for ongoing dialogue rather than reasons to
divide and conquer | do this by striving to live those values in my
daily life, as well as to be conscious to bring them to the table of the
Kathleen Desautels, SP various coalitions with whom | work.
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The world | would like to shareis one
where access to the rights of all (such as
water health care, living wage, etc.) is
not controlled by the powerful few; where
there is an awareness of the connectedness
and interdependence of all of us in our
universe. As a membr of four working
groups of ICCR (Interfaith Center on Cor
Gwen Farry, BYM  porate Responsibility) | participate in dia- Mary Kay
logues and resolution filings with corpora- Flanigan, OSF
tions to challenge their environmental sustainabilifgred, their
codes of conduct regarding worker rights, their ethical standards
in foreign military sales, their participation in promoting violence
in video games, and their providing better access to health care.

The world | wish to help createwould
hold equal opportunity for all, with no
discrimination based on gendegce,
age, sexual preference, disabjliy eco-
nomic means. Security would flow from
love, respect and justice. Nuclear weap-
ons, war and violence would be finished
forever | work with Centerings publica-
Helen tion to share BDay’s analysis of world
Gourlay, BVM issues and ourfefits to create a more just
and humane world.

Christy Lytle, CSA

The world | am striving for would
provide access to the basic necessities
of life for everyone. Each person, and
indeed the world itself, would be treate
with decency and respect- no more war
or violence. | am working in solidarity
with the Poor Peopls’Economic Hu-
man Rights Campaign to show that
Dorothy Pagosa, lack of housing, food and health care is
SSJ-TOSF a human rights violation. In this work

| take my direction from those who have experienced poverty

I am working on civil liberties--making sure that we do not lose

the ability to struggle for the ideal world through restrictive laws

and discrimination based on race, gender or religion. | am a part Katie Varatta

of an interfaith group opposed to the ward | am a part of the

Coalition to Protect Peoples Rights.

d Brian McLauchlin,SVD
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In partnerships, | am working for the

next seven generationshis is based on the
guidelines of the Earth Community which
considers all beings, spiritual faiths, races,
cultures and acts on the principles of the
Earth Charter We do this through moving
forward on balance, consciousness, lifestyles
of nonviolence and working always for the
shift from domination to partnerships with
the hallmarks of interdependence, education
on mutual basis, and acting for human rights
and justice for the community of life.

My vision includes a placevhere

people dance the nonviolent conversations
described by DiMarshal Rosenbgr
http:/mwwcnvc.og Such verbal dance
would bring about actions to meet the
needs of all people not just those of the
rich and powerful.

I would like to see a worldwhere

power is not abused, but one in which
power is used to create a just relation-
ship. | want a world where we hear the
voice of the voiceless. | will be working
with a few religious womegs’communi-
ties on the issue of human fieking. |
am excited about this.

I'd like to see peace taken into account
as a justifiable means to an end, where
nonviolent methods and peaceful media-
tion would take place between people
with conflicting views and values within
the world.This is not only for the leaders
but for everyone in everyday conflicts.
The way | model this is to work for it in
my own life.



Betty Lewis: In Remembrance

Bob Bossie, SCJ

t was my birthday in 1984s part of my work at
8" Day | joined a group of about 30 persons from
the peace group “No Busine&s Usual” at the
home of one of the women in the groWe spent the
evening finalizing plans for nonviolent direct action at
Motorola Corporation, a notorious weapons maker located
in a Chicago suburb.

I soon learned the woman whose home we were in was
Betty Lewis, a mother of seven, who would celebrate her
birthday the next dayhe day of our action. Bet/man-
nerof celebrating her birthday was to join Jean Gump (her
self a mother of 12), in blocking one of Motorelahtrance
doors.

In this way Betty and | began a long friendship and
shared in the Centarcommon journey of nonviolent re- Betty, with Jim her husband (left), and Bob Bossie (1989).
sistance to the culture of death in our sociBstty did so,  Jim preceded Betty in death.
not only with her lifes commitment but with significant
financial contributions to the Centesspecially during
some very lean years in the 1990s. Her contributions in-months were hard on her physically and seemed to speed the
cluded a very significant donation on the occasion of her debilitating impact of her arthritis. Eventually she “retired” to
recent deattA mutual friend recounted that Betty often  Oceanside, California where warmer climes eased her physi-
said that 8 Day helped her stay connected to the Catholiccal struggle.
Church.

Betty had a fun side which endeared her to m&hg be-
Betty’s commitment to the next generation was unswerv- longed to the Red Hat Society which believes that “silliness is
ing. Despite a long struggle with debilitating arthritis, in  the comedy relief of life.” | recall in particular her challenge
1988 she traveled with several 8th Dayfstagmbers to to me to use the slide at a friesgiool while taking a break
join the Missouri Peace Planting in a nonviolent occupa- from planning still another action in the Missouri missile
tion of 12 nuclear weapons silos in western Missouri. Forfield. The last time we were togethare went out for lunch to
this action she spent six months in federal priSbese a vegetarian restaurant. She was catering to my preference.

2006 8th Day Retreat Held in Ohio .
$ephanie Dernek

For a second year 8th Day sponsored a “Deepening a Spiritual-
ity of Justice” retreatThe . Francis Spirituality Centgfiffin

Ohio, site of this yeds retreat, was a beautiful place where

each person could reflect on his/her personal call to juJiice.
beauty added to the experience for the participants as well as the
retreat team: Michael Corle®&ephanie Dernek, Dorothy

Pagosa SSJASFK and Brian McLauchlin, SVD.

The most moving part of the days for both participants and re-
treat team, were the stories where we shared our victories,

2006 retreat partcipants: Back (1) Julie Grote, OSF Mary & struggles and developed a sense of solidarity that will stay within
Louis, CSJ, Michael Co'rlew Dorothy Pagosa SéJ-(DéF, Erin ZinaI, us as we continue on our own journeys.

Sandra Lyons, OSFMabel S. Louis, CSJ, Brian McLauchlin, SVD.

Front: Stephanie Dernek, Joan Marie Russ, OSU, Suzanne Charnay The staffthanks Paulette Schroed@SF and the retreaenter

Noel Marra, OSU, Joan Patrice Flynn, SC. for their hospitality and for making our second retreat a success
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DOVETALES

Vigil' s Fifth Anniversary

Sun, cbuds, rain, wind, snow-- whatever
the weathera group of 15 -20 persons
has gathered from 8-9 am edtlesday
8th Day Center initiated this vigil outside
Chicagos Federal building beginning the
week after 9/1/01, now fiveyears ago.

Each of the 225 weeks, Censtaf has
prepared a diérent flyer with suggested

Peace Confeence

The 3¢ InternationalWomens Peace
Conference will be held July 10-15,
2007 at thddams Mark Hotel, Dal-
las, TX. Sponsored by Peacemakers
Incorporated, dexas non-profit, the
this yeats conference theme is “Em-
powering Peacemakers.” Keynote
speakers include: Jodilliams,

Nobel Peace Laureate, 1997, known

actions. Over the years, a FOt"’.II of peace above us, peace within us, let all for her work banning landmines, and
180,000 fiyers have been distributed on@"ound us be peacelf you are not al- umla Gobodo-Madikizela. professor
the four corners of the blockhis flieris  "€ady part of such a group, you may wa versi P

; : . to begin one, owhen visiting Chicago, ! University of Capdown. Early reg-
online for use in other locales. http:/ : ' jstration discount through Dec. 31,

www.8thday centenrg/resources/ jon us. ‘07 is $200 adults, $150, seniors. For
leafletshtml Humans Face a Choice more info:womenspeacemference.ay.
Each week@meone visits our Senators’ Ar chives Have Home

offices with a flyer for the dice, plus In a newly released bodle GeatTurn-

one to be sent to the Senatficefin DC.  N9: From Empie to Eath Community  g# pay's archives recently received
Large print placards have messages calffitnor David Korten says our times face g home at thénn Ida Gannon,
ing for justice, peace, nonviolence, an defining choice between two contrasting BvM, Center foWomen and Leader
end to war modesls for oganizing human &irs: shipArchives. Located in Piper Hall
“Empire” and “Earth Community ~ on Loyolas Lake Shore campus, the
Reently, the group receives fewer hars[{orten says Empire ganizes by (_jomma' archives hopefully will be available
and negative comments, sees more pertion atall levels; Earth Communitygst-  for interested researchers by Christ-
sons smiling in agreement and persons N'#€S by”partnersh|p. He sees “the Greainas. After a preliminary inventory of
stopping for moments of discussigo.  1UrNiNg,” not as propheciut as possibil- gih pay materials, Elizabeth Myers,
conclude each week, participants circle 1ty Co-founder and board chair of Posi- php, interim director of tharchives
up in the shadow of the Federal buildinglive Futures Network, Korten is editor of Center said she was Hilled by what
to pray with motionsPeace befar us, YesMagazine. For more information, visitis there.”

; www.yesmagazine.gfgreatturning.
peace behind us, peace under our feet, volunteers

New volunteers at "*8Day this fall
are: Rosanna Hodlik, SSIOBF
Katie Varatta, JesuWolunteer;
Antonette Gasibirege, Society of
Helpers (from Rwanda); Loraine
Pfannenstiel, CSA, Greg Schill, SCJ.
They join ongoing volunteers: Helen
Gourlay BVM, Brian McLauchlin,
SVD, GregTheodoruy Mary Elise
Leiker, CSA, and Mary O’Neill, OP
Participants in weekly prayer vigil: Back (I-r): Jeanne Satttler Dick Heidcamp, Dan McGuire, Bob Saff Change
Bossie, SCIMiddle: Tonl Callahan, OR Gwen Farry, BVM, Katie Scott,..J_lm Hoffman,'OFM, Betty
SersonFont: Conrc 1l Nancy NeCaty, BV Janet Nekon Patcarts (1ot petir) Adele W thank Cesar Macidr his service
Desatels, SPMary Kay Flanigan, OSF Antoinette Gasibirege, SH, Helen GourlayBVM, Pamela as receptionist at 8th Day for five years

Harrison, Don Heidcamp, Tony Hintz, Molly Lovelock, Wiliam Marr , John Sattler Luis Runde, OFM,  and wish him well for the future.
Tim Vezina.
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\ / SPONSORING MEMBERS \

. Claretians, East, USA
B e CO m e an AS S O C | ate M e m b e r DivineWord Missionaries, Noridmerica
Franciscan Sisters of Perpetéiebration
Priests of the Sacred Heart

. . th . . Sisters of CharityBVM
By making a dotian to 8"' Day Center br lstice youll receve Sisters of Providence, $ary-of-the-Wods, IN

» Centeri NEaIr g ua]eﬂy m@azine Sisters of 8 Joseph of thehird Order of § Francis

» Urgent action blletins MEMBER FRIENDS
Capuchin Province otSoseph

» Our e-zine (enronment bcused email atsy ; :
. . o The Carmelites, Chicago
» Use our gtensve book and video liries Daughters of Charity of
~3.Vincent de Paul, Evansville, IN

And knav thd you ae a critical piece to thenk of the Dominican Sisters @drian, M|
8th Day Center Dr lustice!! Dominican Sisters of Sinsinaw)
Dominican Sisters of Springfield, IL
Franciscan, Province of the Sacred Heart Province
Franciscans, RochesteiN
Hospital Sisters of thehird Order of & Francis
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
School Sisters of Notre Dame
~Atlantic Midwest Province
School Sisters ottS-rancis
Sisters of the LivingVord
Sisters of Mercy of themericas
~Chicago Regional Community
Sisters of § Joseph La Grange, IL \&heeling\WV

CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS
Clerics of $ Viator
Congregation of Sisters df Sgnes
Dominican Sisters of Columbus, OH
Dominican Sisters of Great Bend, KS
Dominican Sisters of Racina/|
Name Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart
Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters
Address Institute of the Blessadrgin Mary
; ; Our Lady olVictory Missionary Sisters
C Ity t&te Zi P Servants of Jesus, Detroit Ml
EmailAddress Sisters of Christian Charjiyestern Province
Sisters of §Benedict, Rock Island, IL

Cheés can be made out to: Sisters of S Francis of Joliet, IL

8th Da Centerdr distice or Sisters of the Presentation, Dubuque, IA

Visit us online and dot@aon our wbsite http://www.8thdgcenterorg Sisters of the Humility of Mary/illa Maria, A
Wheaton Franciscans
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