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eginnings” was the prayer theme for staff in our
first meeting in our new location.  On Sept. 1 we
moved from the 2nd floor to the 5th floor at 205 W.

Monroe.  We prayed “to begin going out of our weary mind
into fresh dreams, Daring to make our own bold tracks in
the land of now...”

Moving can bring a “weary mind” till everything is in place.
Much more weary-ing is the state of our world right now.
But our August staff days of planning for the year, and Sep-
tember Assembly meeting with our congregational represen-
tatives have brought us “fresh dreams” and hope that we
will indeed “make...bold tracks in the land of now.”

Our dreams are rooted in 8th Day’s core values: just rela-
tionship, nonviolence, prophetic stance, and consensus deci-
sion-making, values which are fleshed out in four articles in
this Centerings.

To frame our work for the year we have chosen the symbol
of a tree.  Core values form the roots, nourishing a flow of
life through trunk, branches, and leaves.  We have four
trees— the trunk of each symbolizing a focus area for the
year.  Globalization, just relationship, war/militarism, and
human rights are “trunks.”  Issues flowing from the trunk
form the “branches.”  For example,  the  “human rights”
trunk has branches of human trafficking, civil liberties, tor-
ture, poverty, and police abuse. On another tree, the “just
relationship” trunk has branches of nonviolence, eco-femi-
nism, environment/ecological integrity, heterosexism, and
Women in Church and Society.

“Trunk” groups
meet every two-
three months and
gather information
from “branch”
groups for shared
analysis.

“Branch” groups,
meeting more often,
will be for educa-
tion, analysis, and
action.

 “Leaves” represent
coalitions with

whom the staff works as well as congregational relation-
ships–the “sun” that help nourish the tree and foster growth.

The tree model represents a new structure in working to-
gether.  Its purpose is to deepen our understanding of the in-
ter-relatedness of different issues and to facilitate communi-
cation among our coalition work, Center analysis, and con-
gregational relationships.

              Tr ee serves as symbol for an area of focus.

Other articles in this issue bring information  on some of the
other activities of the Center, including an interview of this
year’s staff members.

Helen Gourlay, BVM, in her 3rd year at 8th Day, works on the
Centerings committee.

With our “fresh dreams” in this time of new beginnings, we
invite you, our readers, to make “bold tracks” with us in the
“land of now.”

         A Move Brings Fresh Look at Center’s Values, Structure, Goals

              “Blessed are those who walk hand in hand
  with goodness, who stand beside virtue, who
  sit in the seat of truth;...They are like trees
  planted by streams of water, that yield
  fruit in due season, and their leaves flouish;
  and in all they do, they give life.”

                 Ps.1:1-3,  from Sept. Assembly meeting
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Consensual Decision-Making – the core of  democratic process
Kathleen Desautels, SP

isitors to 8th Day asking to speak to the director
of the Center are often more than curious when
they learn we have none. “Well, who’s in charge

if you don’t have a director?” is usually the first ques-
tion followed by “Who makes the decisions?”  The
quick reply is simply - “We all do.”

 Organic Nature of Center

One of the hallmark values of the 8th Day Center’s organic
structure these 32 years is the staff’s commitment to making
decisions by a consensual decision-making process. Despite all
of the changes over the years in personnel, six different office
spaces, the adding of multiple issues to an already full plate, the
making of decisions by consensus is the glue of the Center’s
structure.  It undergirds the core values we commit to: mutual-
ity, prophetic voice, nonviolence and just relationship with all
living beings.  In striving to be an alternative critical voice to
injustices in both Church and society,  we commit to operating
in this collective style in order to model what we believe the
world of true justice might look like. Such a model is not with-
out its bumps, its disturbing moments, but, warts and all, mak-
ing decisions by consensus works.

Non-hierarchical

Decisions that are consensual presume a more inclusive, non-
hierarchical model of operating.  They demand the discipline of
ongoing dialogue where questions are welcomed, feelings
shared, and opinions offered. Consensual decision-making is at
the core a living, self-organizing, democratic process.

 Margaret Wheatley in her book,  Leadership for
an Uncertain Time, says  “one can never direct a
living system, one can only disturb it ...(and) self-
organizing systems have the capacity to respond
continously to change.  In fact, change is the key
organizing force, not a problematic intrusion.”

Change happens best for most long-term organizers when they are
supported within a community of people working with a common
vision and mission toward common goals.  Wheatley outlines three
conditions for self-organizing systems that are the heart of 8th Day’s
character and are assisted by use of the consensual decision-making
process--Identity, Information and Relationships.

Identity

Identity is the sense-making capacity of an organization. We
create worlds, says Wheatley, based on the meaning we invest

in, the information we choose to notice. Identity is what we
want to believe is true and what our actions show to be true of
ourselves. In a chaotic world, an organization’s identity needs
to be the most stable aspect of their endeavor. It asks questions
that demand discussion, dialogue and an openness to change.
Why are we doing this? What’s possible now that we’ve
agreed to try together? How does the purpose of this effort
connect to my/our personal sense of purpose?

Information

Secondly, complex living systems rely on sensitive informa-
tional processing. Only when information belongs to everyone
can people organize rapidly and effectively.

Relationships

Lastly, through relationships information is created and
transformed. Such a process demands a discipline of raising
questions of inquiry about how we are together. Are we be-
coming more truthful with each other? Are we creating a
safe space for alternative views to be raised? Do we need
to challenge one another regarding racism, sexism,
heterosexism and other oppressive behaviors? Who else
needs to be here? Is the meaning of the work still clear? Is
it changing? What have we learned about one another?

There’s no magic to the consensual decision-making pro-
cess, simply a commitment to process over product.  In or-
der for it to work, it takes a discipline of time, openness of
those at the decision-making table to create a safe space for
all to speak their truth. It takes learning the skill of inquiry--
asking questions in order to gather facts, listening to the in-
formation gathered, and speaking that truth.  Basically, con-
sensual decision-making is a community effort.  And for
those who believe in its worth and experienced the benefits,
it can “ruin”one for life, as we say, if in other settings
Robert’s Rules of Order is used.

Ultimately when a challenge comes for us to make a judg-
ment that will challenge either Church or society’s unjust
policies, we are reminded of the spirit of the late Bishop
Untener’s admonition to each of us – “How will the decision
we make affect those on the margins of society, Planet Earth
and all living beings?”  It is this spirit that urges us to take se-
riously the nonviolent method of consensual decision-making.

Kathleen Desautels, SP, has represented the Sisters of Provi-
dence at the Center for the past 20 years.

V
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                Just Relationship Means Making Connections

he week following the Sept. 11 attacks against the
US,  8th Day began a weekly, silent vigil for peace
at Chicago’s Federal building. This action, which

continues today, stemmed from our commitment to nonvio-
lence as one of the Center’s core values in the work for jus-
tice. With so much clamor for revenge, we called for re-
straint, dialogue and reconciliation, including an examina-
tion of US policies. Ours was a lonely voice.

                 Our commitment

Our commitment to nonviolence flows from the belief that
all of creation, of which we are part, is in God and of God.
By definition, then, all creation is relational. This vision
compels us to strive to live in just  relationship with all
creatures, that is to say, nonviolently.

          A  way of life and being

Nonviolence demands of us that we help foster a world in
which all creation and every person are treated with rever-
ence and awe, including,  it must be said, those whom we
would name as enemy.  Nonviolence is at the root of our be-
ing. It is the way of life.

Nonviolence is an active way of being. It is love in action.
Gandhi called it “satyagraha” or “soul-force.” Nonviolence
demands that one stand with those who are oppressed--and
the cosmos itself--in order to call the oppressor back to that
just relationship of which we are all part. Martin Luther
King’s words ring true here when he said that the greatest
thing a person can do is make an enemy a friend. In the
struggle for community, one quickly recognizes the oppres-
sor or violence in oneself or one’s community.  Because of
this the nonviolent life is essentially one of ongoing conver-
sion, of being a peacemaker with creation, with others, with
oneself.

            Milieu of  nonviolence

8th Day strives to create a milieu of nonviolence in its
work together as a staff through consensus decision-
making, where the gifts of each person are honored. This
stands in stark contrast to the power-over model evi-
denced in society. We say that we model in all our work
and relationships, however awkwardly, what we want the

world to be. This is no easy task which we have set for
ourselves but we can do no other.

The beloved community

Author and nonviolent activist Barbara Deming
brought a unique vision toward the creation of
what Rev. King called “the beloved community”
when she said that “nonviolent actions are by
their nature androgynous. In them, the two im-
pulses that have long been treated as distinct
‘masculine and feminine’, the impulse of self-
assertiveness and the impulse of sympathy, are
clearly joined; the very genius of nonviolence, in
fact, is that it demonstrates them to be indivisible
and so restores human community....”

As I write, I’m reminded that 100 years ago, on Sept. 11,
1906, Gandhi launched the modern nonviolence movement.
On that day, a gathering of 3000 Indians in Johannesburg,
South Africa, joined Gandhi in challenging the oppressive
laws of that country with nonviolent civil disobedience. 8th

Day Center is proud to be part of that tradition as it works
with its member congregations and coalition-partners to
eliminate war, stop torture, close the School of the Ameri-
cas, end the death penalty, promote fair trade, eliminate hun-
ger and poverty, and other such efforts.

  Bob Bossie, SCJ

        Creating Milieu of Nonviolence Is Ongoing Task

Fr. Bob Bossie, SCJ, represents the Sacred Heart Fathers and
has been at 8th Day since 1980.

       Amish Face Grief  with  Forgiveness
    Community Reaches Out to Killer’s Family

                  Nonviolence

Headline: Chicago Tribune, Oct. 5, ‘06
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Mary Kay Flanigan, OSF, a Rochester Francisan, is in her
14th year at 8th Day.  Brian McLauchlin, SVD, a full time vol-
unteer, is in his 2nd year at 8th Day.

ust Relationship” is one of the core values we work
through and struggle with at  8th Day.  By “Just Re-
lationship,” we refer to the dynamic connections we

establish between people and all creation, based on fairness,
mutuality, inclusivity, and equality.  In establishing connec-
tions, we, in effect, dialogue with the Cosmos, not just with
words or language, but also through our actions.  Our words
and actions connect us to all creation in time and space.

How does this play itself out in our work?  The following
are are two examples: 1) a Cosmos prayer group and 2) a
march against police abuse/torture in Chicago.

Once a month on the full-moon, the Cosmos group gathers
together as equals in the presence of our Creator God.
Sometimes not all members of the group can be together in
one physical prayer-space, but we invite and include all
people and creation into our space through our meditation
on the Cosmos.  Participants pray for a variety of issues,
but for the most part we pray that the voice of the voiceless
may be heard, that in order for our world to be fair, we must
hear the voices of all creation.  As we pray from Montrose
Harbor overlooking Lake Michigan and downtown Chi-
cago, we also pray for the care of our environment and
an end to war and violence. We believe that through our
monthly prayer, we create just relationship between
people and our environment.

                Just Relationship Means Making Connections
  Mary Kay Flanigan, OSF,  and Brian McLauchlin, SVD

Several members of the 8th Day staff participated in a Sep-
tember silent march/protest, organized by “Black People
Against Police Torture.”  By participating in such events we
attempt to create a society in which all people are treated
fairly and equally.  The police are supposed to protect and
serve all citizens, not excluding our brothers and sisters
based on race, gender, political preference, or sexual orien-
tation.  We believe in a mutually INCLUSIVE society where
all people can prosper in an environment of love and re-
spect, not one in which people’s basic liberties are taken
away from them.

These are two examples of how we work through and
struggle with the establishment of a just relationship.  While
we fall at times in our struggle, we are committed to con-
necting with others and our environment.  How  do you  es-
tablish a just relationship?

core
value
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ithin most faith traditions the discussion
of justice and the work of justice is al-
ways linked to concepts of “being pro-

phetic.” For faiths based in the Judeo-Christian
tradition this link is intimately rooted in our sa-
cred texts that name justice and the work of jus-
tice as inherent to being in relationship with one
another, creation, and God.

                  Justice is more than charity

Justice in this context is more than acts of char-
ity. Justice is a call to live dynamically the values
espoused by our tradition, namely: to live into a radical
love that transcends the false boundaries that keep us
from being in “just relationship” with one another. If this
is our call then the “prophetic stance” is our tool – com-
pass, map and ultimately even a vessel toward the “be-
loved kindom” that our faith tells us is our birthright.

It is perhaps easier to make this link cognitively than it is
to try and imagine it in praxis. We may know and even
long toward a “prophetic stance” but what does that
practically look like?

   Pieces of “Prophetic Stance”

There are many potential answers to that question – the
8th Day Center offers the four following pieces as poten-
tial answers to the prophetic puzzle. These pieces have
been gleaned from the values and lived experience of the
Center and its members.  They are: relationship, critique,
hope and vision. These values have been stepping stones
in the “ortho-praxis” of following the call to be prophetic
in the creation of “just relationship.”

Relationship

Relationship is a key component to our foundation. How
we relate to ourselves, to one another, to creation and to
God is like the bones of our body – it gives structure,
form and function to our lives.

Relationship is inextricable from our shared reality.  Our
faith tradition honors this in how we are called by the
tradition into relationship – mutual and loving – and the
power afforded to relationship.

Jesus recognized that who he related to and how he related
to them was a potent way to help express his understanding
of God. In standing with the marginalized of his time, Jesus
not only upheld and honored their suffering, his action
pointed to the irrevocable inter-connectedness of creation
and the power of relationship to be transformative to sys-
tems and situations of inequity.

Equal to this, Jesus also recognized his relationship to the
institutions of power of his day and that holding them ac-
countable was not just a key part to his relationship with the
marginalized, but a deeply inter-connected piece of his own
lived experience and faith expression. In this context rela-
tionship is more than an encounter; it is a purposeful con-
sciousness of the sacred in each of us and all of creation that
is always present whether we are aware of it in the moment
or not. Relationship informs us, shapes us and is a building
block toward the “beloved kindom.”

             Critique

As we live into our relationships, we find that we may en-
counter many struggles and questions. As we wrestle with
our concerns, fears and hopes, we engage often in a “cri-
tique” of the situation. We ask questions and seek answers
that will help us to understand the world that we live in and
the people and systems we engage.

This critique or critical analysis often leads us towards the
recognition and naming of wrongs and injustices as well as
areas of growth or strengths. Critical analysis in the context
of the “prophetic stance” is crucial – it is a primary tool for
developing an understanding of injustices and naming those
injustices. Critique in the “prophetic stance” functions not

   Prophetic Stance – A Journey

W

Discussing “prophetic stance” at the September Assembly are Joetta
Venneman, PBVM, Eileen Reilly, SSND, and Joellen Sbrissa, CSJ.

core
value
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just on an internal level of awareness but also on an exter-
nal level of education, call for change, and solidarity. Cri-
tique gains its authenticity and clarity from relationship
and then helps to further relationship by speaking or point-
ing to inequity. Critique touches on our longing for alterna-
tives in the face of injustice; it channels our anger and hope
toward viable alternatives.

            Hope

Critique or a critical voice relies on and springs from a ba-
sis in hope. This can often be confusing as we are cultur-
ally geared to experience a critical awareness as a “nega-
tive” mind set or “angry attitude.”  A good critique will
bear the marks of hope in its messaging – pointing not just
to the injustice but the value that is violated by that injus-
tice – calling us back to the sense of the “beloved kindom”
we are working toward.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was an incredible master of
this tool. He called the country to awareness of the suffer-
ing caused by racism, held the country accountable, and,
equally important, reminded us of the possibilities we were
missing and even destroying by engaging in racism. His
message and vision were infused with hope – he grounded
his critique and call in the belief that hate will not and can-
not triumph love. This belief did not come from the world
that he saw and lived in but from faith in the power of val-
ues articulated in his faith.

Hope is the energy of the “prophetic stance;” it infuses our
faith, drives our longing, and nourishes us as we work to-
ward what may seem often like impossible goals. Hope
holds us between the place we are and the place we long to
be.  Hope gathers the threads of critique and begins to
weave the vision.

               Vision

Vision then is the final step in the “prophetic stance;” it is
the place of dreams articulated and shared. Vision is the
other half of critique – it is the possibilities our hope tells
us we can create. Critique without vision falls short in its
power to be transformative.

Vision helps to heal the pain of injustice, motivate us to ac-
tion, and lend clarity to our work. Vision born of the work

Liz Deligio, a 2nd-year staff member, represents the Franciscan
Sisters of Perpetual Adoration.

of “prophetic stance” will offer viable and concrete solu-
tions. Vision is not “pie in the sky” idealizing, rather it is the
fruit born of the work of relationship and analysis – the wis-
dom collected from the journey. Vision not only points to a
different future but also holds us accountable to the wrongs
of the present. And it is through that accountability built
through relationship, critique, hope and vision that we can
begin to work toward change.

Value of “Prophetic Stance”

The 8th Day Center as a faith-based organization com-
mitted to the work of justice sees “prophetic stance”
as a key component in our work because the “action”
of “prophetic stance” helps us to move toward a fuller
realization of our values.  Nonviolence, mutuality, co-
operation, and the sacred, inter-related nature of cre-
ation call us toward and into relationship, critique,
hope and vision.

Removing the “prophetic stance” from our work
would unravel and undermine the other values that
guide the Center. How could we engage in mutual re-
lationships attuned to the sacred in all if we will not
risk, speak, and name in response to those relation-
ships? Removing “prophetic stance” would require
imagining silence as an answer to the larger anguish
of the world. How could silence lead to a world where
“every person is endowed with fundamental human
dignity, has just access to resources, and lives in har-
mony with each other and all of creation?”

This not to say that taking a “prophetic stance” is
easy or that is does not disturb, rattle and very often
upset. It is saying that the risk of disturbing is a
smaller risk than if we sacrifice to fear our voice,
hope, and vision.

        A  challenge

“Prophetic stance” is a challenge but we stand on the
shoulders of the many who have gone before us and
pointed to the love beyond the fear, the hope within
the pain, and the world possible despite the struggles.

Liz Deligio

 to the “Beloved Kindom”
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At 8th Day Center for Justice one thing that makes us unique is that we strive to model the
world we wish to create. But what exactly does that world look like and how are we modeling it
thr ough our work and lives? To find out I interviewed staff to get their take.

I  would like to see a world where differences of political/ social /
cultural and religious beliefs in both church and society are viewed
as motivating elements for ongoing dialogue rather than reasons to
divide and conquer.   I do this by striving to live those values in my
daily life, as well as to be conscious to bring them to the table of the
various coalitions with whom I work.

 I want to see a world where life is
not ordered and valued by a utilitar-
ian sense of “use or productivity” -
but rather where the value of all be-
ings, creation, and life is inherent,
intrinsic, recognized and known -
never to be questioned, compromised
or  ranked.    I try to help create this
reality in my work by staying mind-
ful of the sacred in all of creation
and having that be a guiding prin-
ciple of my work.

I look forward to a world where societies carefully analyze their priorities re-
flected in the distribution of wealth. Where people would ask themselves, “ What
does it mean that we pay $80 million a year to a sports figure and the person who
made the ball or the uniform got $2 a day?” or “Why is it that the company’s
CEO is paid many millions a year, while the janitors are not paid a living wage?”
I dream of a world that once those questions were answered, we the working
class, would have the power to change those economic systems to better reflect
our values.  I am involved in supporting struggles of working class people here
and in the “third world” to obtain better conditions, higher wages and more con-
trol of their places of work. I see this as one hopeful baby step toward the “de-
mocratization” of the world economy.

It is hard to envision what my ideal world looks like considering how
immersed my life is in the unjust workings of this world. I am tainted in
my view by the privilege, experience, feelings and the single view that I
have lived.  Putting this aside, I do know there are things that I believe
are characteristics that would make a world just: living wages, human
dignity, dignity of all creation, and sustainability in all things. Love is
the heart of everything, our relations with each other, nature and all
things.  I try to live simply, and act with knowledge with purchases (fair
trade, locally grown, money goes to local economies, and supports
unions, small business and environmentally friendly/sustainable practices), actions, and my
daily living. Oftentimes living simply and purchasing mindfully are at conflict due to prices
or availability. Sometimes it’s a compromise, but I believe that the intentionality is key and
continuing to educate ourselves and each other.

 A good start for  that ideal world would be for us to share resources equally, abolish militaries and settle dis-
putes nonviolently, practice  cooperation –– not competition –– and teach it especially to the young, and to revel
in and live in harmony with the rest of creation. An absurd dream? Not any more absurd than mass starvation
and planned slaughter.  I believe completely that every person, all creatures, the earth and all the cosmos are
holy, of God, and worthy of reverence and love. For this reason, in all areas of my life, I strive to live nonvio-
lently, however  ineptly, including my resistance to oppression and my attempts to live gently on the earth.

       Kathleen Desautels, SP

Mike Corlew

Staff Visions

Stephanie DernekLiz Deligio

Michael Corlew

Robert Bossie, SCJ
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The world I would like to share is one
where access to the rights of all (such as
water, health care, living wage, etc.) is
not controlled by the powerful few; where
there is an awareness of the connectedness
and interdependence of all of us in our
universe.   As a member of four working
groups of ICCR (Interfaith Center on Cor-
porate Responsibility) I participate in dia-
logues and resolution filings with corpora-

tions to challenge their environmental sustainability efforts, their
codes of conduct regarding worker rights, their ethical standards
in foreign military sales, their participation in promoting violence
in video games, and their providing better access to health care.

In partnerships, I am working for the
next seven generations! This is based on the
guidelines of the Earth Community which
considers all beings, spiritual faiths, races,
cultures and acts on the principles of the
Earth Charter.  We do this through moving
forward on balance, consciousness, lifestyles
of nonviolence and working always for the
shift from domination to partnerships with
the hallmarks of interdependence, education
on mutual basis, and acting for human rights
and justice for the community of life.

My vision includes a place where
people dance the nonviolent conversations
described by Dr. Marshal Rosenburg.
http://www.cnvc.org  Such verbal dance
would bring about actions to meet the
needs of all people not just  those of the
rich and powerful.

The world I wish to help create would
hold equal opportunity for all, with no
discrimination based on gender, race,
age, sexual preference, disability, or eco-
nomic means. Security would flow from
love, respect  and justice.  Nuclear weap-
ons, war and violence would be finished
forever.  I work with Centerings publica-
tion to share 8th Day’s analysis of world
issues and our efforts to create a more just
and humane world.

The world I am striving for would
provide access to the basic necessities
of life for everyone.  Each person, and
indeed the world itself, would be treated
with decency and respect- no more war
or violence.   I am working in solidarity
with the Poor People’s Economic Hu-
man Rights Campaign to show that
lack of housing, food and health care is
a human rights violation. In this work

I take my direction from those who have experienced poverty.
I am working on civil liberties--making sure that we do not lose
the ability to struggle for the ideal world through restrictive laws
and discrimination based on race, gender or religion. I am a part
of an interfaith group opposed to the war, and I am a part of the
Coalition to Protect Peoples Rights.

I would like to see a world where
power is not abused, but one in which
power is used to create a just relation-
ship. I want a world where we hear the
voice of the voiceless.  I will be working
with a few religious women’s communi-
ties on the issue of human trafficking. I
am excited about this.

I’d like to see peace taken into account
as a justifiable means to an end, where
nonviolent methods and peaceful media-
tion would take place between people
with conflicting views and values within
the world. This is not only for the leaders
but for everyone in everyday conflicts.
The way I model this is to work for it in
my own life.

Gwen Farry, BVM
Mary Kay

Flanigan, OSF

Helen
Gourlay, BVM

Christy L ytle, CSA

Brian McLauchlin,SVD

Dorothy Pagosa,
SSJ-TOSF

Katie Varatta
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t was my birthday in 1984. As part of my work at
8th Day I joined a group of about 30 persons from
the peace group “No Business As Usual” at the

home of one of the women in the group. We spent the
evening finalizing plans for nonviolent direct action at
Motorola Corporation, a notorious weapons maker located
in a Chicago suburb.

I soon learned the woman whose home we were in was
Betty Lewis, a mother of seven, who would celebrate her
birthday the next day, the day of our action. Betty’s man-
ner of celebrating her birthday was to join Jean Gump (her-
self a mother of 12), in blocking one of Motorola’s entrance
doors.

In this way, Betty and I began a long friendship and
shared in the Center’s common journey of nonviolent re-
sistance to the culture of death in our society. Betty did so,
not only with her life’s commitment but with significant
financial contributions to the Center, especially during
some very lean years in the 1990s.  Her contributions in-
cluded a very significant donation on the occasion of her
recent death. A mutual friend recounted that Betty often
said that 8th Day helped her stay connected to the Catholic
Church.

Betty’s commitment to the next generation was unswerv-
ing. Despite a long struggle with debilitating arthritis, in
1988 she traveled with several 8th Day staff members to
join the Missouri Peace Planting in a nonviolent occupa-
tion of 12 nuclear weapons silos in western Missouri. For
this action she spent six months in federal prison. These

months were hard on her physically and seemed to speed the
debilitating impact of her arthritis. Eventually she “retired” to
Oceanside, California where warmer climes eased her physi-
cal struggle.

Betty had a fun side which endeared her to many. She be-
longed to the Red Hat Society which believes that “silliness is
the comedy relief of life.” I recall in particular her challenge
to me to use the slide at a friend’s pool while taking a break
from planning still another action in the Missouri missile
field. The last time we were together, we went out for lunch to
a vegetarian restaurant. She was catering to my preference.

 Bob Bossie, SCJ

For a  second year 8th Day sponsored a “Deepening a Spiritual-
ity of Justice” retreat.  The St. Francis Spirituality Center, Tiffin
Ohio, site of this year’s retreat,  was a beautiful place where
each person could reflect on his/her personal call to justice.  The
beauty added to the experience for the participants as well as the
retreat team: Michael Corlew, Stephanie Dernek, Dorothy
Pagosa SSJ-TOSF, and Brian McLauchlin, SVD.

The most moving part of the days for both participants and re-
treat team, were  the stories where we  shared our victories,
struggles and developed a sense of solidarity that will stay within
us as we continue on our own journeys.

The staff thanks Paulette Schroeder, OSF, and the retreat center
for their hospitality and for making our second retreat a success.

  2006 8th Day Retreat Held in Ohio

Betty Lewis: In Remembrance

            Stephanie Dernek

2006 retreat participants:  Back (l-r) Julie Grote, OSF,  Mary St.
Louis, CSJ, Michael Corlew, Dorothy Pagosa SSJ-TOSF, Erin Zubal,
Sandra Lyons, OSF, Mabel St. Louis, CSJ, Brian McLauchlin, SVD.
Front: Stephanie Dernek, Joan Marie Russ, OSU, Suzanne Charnay,
Noel Marra, OSU, Joan Patrice Flynn, SC.

Betty, with Jim her husband (left),  and Bob Bossie (1989).
Jim preceded Betty in death.

I
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Vigil’ s Fifth Anniversary

Sun, clouds, rain, wind, snow-- whatever
the weather--a group of 15 -20 persons
has gathered from 8-9 am each Tuesday.
8th Day Center initiated this vigil outside
Chicago’s Federal building beginning the
week after 9/11/01, now five years ago.

Each of the 225 weeks, Center staff has
prepared a different flyer with suggested
actions.  Over the years, a total of
180,000 flyers have been distributed on
the four corners of the block. This flier is
online for use in other locales. http://
www.8thday center.org/resources/
leaflets.html

Each week someone visits our Senators’
offices with a flyer for the office, plus
one to be sent to the Senate office in DC.
Large print placards have messages call-
ing for  justice, peace, nonviolence, an
end to war.

Recently,  the group receives fewer harsh
and negative  comments, sees more per-
sons smiling in agreement and persons
stopping for moments of discussion. To
conclude each week, participants circle
up in the shadow of the Federal building
to pray with motions: Peace before us,
peace behind us, peace under our feet,

peace above us, peace within  us, let all
around us be peace.”  If you are not  al-
ready part of such a group, you may want
to begin one, or, when visiting Chicago,
join us.

Humans Face a Choice

In a newly released book The Great Turn-
ing: From Empire to Earth Community,
author David Korten says our times face a
defining choice between two contrasting
models for organizing human affairs:
“Empire” and “Earth Community.”
Korten says Empire organizes by domina-
tion at all levels; Earth Community orga-
nizes by partnership.  He sees “the Great
Turning,” not as prophecy, but as possibil-
ity.  Co-founder and board chair of Posi-
tive Futures Network, Korten is editor of
Yes Magazine. For more information, visit
www.yesmagazine.org/greatturning.

Peace Conference

The 3rd International Women’s Peace
Conference will be held July 10-15,
2007 at the Adams Mark Hotel, Dal-
las, TX.  Sponsored by Peacemakers
Incorporated, a Texas non-profit, the
this year’s conference theme is  “Em-
powering Peacemakers.”  Keynote
speakers include:  Jody Williams,
Nobel Peace Laureate, 1997, known
for her work banning landmines, and
Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela, professor
, University of Cape Town. Early reg-
istration discount through Dec. 31,
‘07 is $200 adults, $150, seniors.  For
more info: womenspeaceconference.org.

Archives Have Home

8th Day’s archives recently received
a home at the Ann Ida Gannon,
BVM, Center for Women and Leader-
ship Archives.  Located in Piper Hall
on Loyola’s Lake Shore campus, the
archives hopefully will be available
for interested researchers by Christ-
mas.  After a preliminary inventory of
8th Day materials, Elizabeth Myers,
PhD,  interim director of the Archives
Center, said she was “thrilled by what
is there.”

Volunteers

New volunteers at  8th Day this fall
are: Rosanna Hodlik, SSJ-TOSF,
Katie Varatta, Jesuit Volunteer;
Antonette Gasibirege, Society of
Helpers (from Rwanda); Loraine
Pfannenstiel, CSA,  Greg Schill, SCJ.
They join ongoing volunteers: Helen
Gourlay, BVM, Brian McLauchlin,
SVD, Greg Theodorur, Mary Elise
Leiker, CSA, and Mary O’Neill, OP.

        Staff Change

We thank Cesar Macias for his service
as receptionist at 8th Day for five years
and wish him well for the future.

D O V E T A L E S

Participants in weekly prayer vigil: Back (l-r): Jeanne Sattler, Dick Heidcamp, Dan McGuire, Bob
Bossie, SCJ, Middle: Toni Callahan, OP, Gwen Farry, BVM, Katie Scott, Jim Hoffman, OFM, Betty
Benson, Front: Connie Hall, Nancy McCarthy, BVM, Janet Nelson.  Participants (not pictured):  Adele
Bach, Carol Cook, BVM, Dave, Barbara, and Andy Corcoran, Mary Cummins, Liz Deligio, Kathleen
Desatels, SP, Mary Kay Flanigan, OSF, Antoinette Gasibirege, SH, Helen Gourlay, BVM, Pamela
Harrison, Don Heidcamp, Tony Hintz, Molly Lovelock, William Marr , John Sattler, Luis Runde, OFM,
Tim Vezina.



 Nonprofit  Organization
      U.S. Postage Paid
       Chicago, Illinois
        Permit No. 7596

8th Day Center for Justice
205 West Monroe St Ste 500
Chicago, Illinois 60606-5062

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SPONSORING MEMBERS

Claretians, East, USA
Divine Word Missionaries, North America
Franciscan  Sisters of Perpetual  Adoration

Priests of the Sacred Heart
Sisters of Charity, BVM

Sisters of Providence, St. Mary-of-the-Woods, IN
Sisters of St. Joseph of the Third Order of St. Francis

MEMBER FRIENDS

Capuchin Province of St. Joseph
The Carmelites, Chicago
Daughters of Charity of

 ~St. Vincent de Paul, Evansville, IN
Dominican Sisters of Adrian, MI

Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa, WI
Dominican Sisters of Springfield, IL

Franciscan, Province of the  Sacred Heart Province
Franciscans, Rochester, MN

Hospital Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate

Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
School Sisters of Notre Dame
~Atlantic Midwest Province
School Sisters of St. Francis
Sisters of the Living Word

Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
~Chicago Regional Community

Sisters of St. Joseph La Grange, IL, & Wheeling, WV

CONTRIBUTING  MEMBERS

Clerics of St. Viator
Congregation of Sisters of St. Agnes
Dominican Sisters of Columbus, OH
Dominican Sisters of Great Bend, KS

Dominican Sisters of Racine, WI
Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart

Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters
Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Our Lady of Victory Missionary Sisters
Servants of Jesus, Detroit MI

Sisters of Christian Charity, Western Province
Sisters of St. Benedict, Rock Island, IL

Sisters of St. Francis of Joliet, IL
Sisters of the Presentation, Dubuque, IA

Sisters of the Humility of Mary, Villa Maria, PA
Wheaton Franciscans

Become an Associate Member

By making a donation to 8th Day Center for Justice you’ll receive

» Centerings, our quarterly magazine
» Urgent action bulletins
» Our e-zine (environment focused email alerts)
» Use our extensive book and video libraries

And know that you are a critical piece to the work of the
8th Day Center for Justice!!

Name_____________________________________
Address___________________________________
City________________ State______ Zip_________
Email Address ______________________________
Checks can be made out to:
8th Day Center for Justice, or
Visit us online and donate on our website, http://www.8thdaycenter.org


