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e begin our 31st year’s first
Centerings with a beautiful art im-
age remembering the 25th anniver-

sary of the tragic murders of the four
Churchwomen. Which part of the image
drew your eyes to it?   Did you see the
muted geographic outlines of the US and
Central America?  In this issue’s article,
“Martyrs For Our Time,” the political con-
nections between our countries are brought
forth again. We put ourselves and many
other people in peril if we fail to learn and
use the lessons from that Dec. 2, 1980
tragedy.

Social analysis of our government’s poli-
cies will be assisted by remembering and
using understanding for guidance. Our
strategies, actions and effectiveness can
grow now. Is one of our challenges to be
able to stay in active dialogue even in situ-
ations of diversity, violence, and disagree-
ments? Even while the four women con-
tinue to be missed, we can receive wisdom
and courage from their lives.

Did your eyes catch the subtle wheat in the
art image?  The four Churchwomen con-
tinue to be communion, spiritual nourish-
ment for us. With Hurricane Katrina,we
recently saw many persons without ordi-
nary bread or water.  After long delayed
rescues, people were made evacuees with
nothing of what they knew before and no
security.

The pictures of environmental damage
were staggering. An atmosphere of sadness
and disturbance is in us following the vivid

images of the hurricane, which connect
with the sadness and disturbance we al-
ready have since 9/11, retaliation with Af-
ghanistan, the war and occupation of Iraq,
genocide in Darfur.  Are persons who lost
their lives in these events modern martyrs
too?   The aftermath of Katrina is all the
more intense as the environmental  condi-
tions of New Orleans were a sign of warn-
ings ignored.  National Geographic maga-
zine documents this in an Oct. ‘04 article,
“Gone With the Water,” by Joel K.
Bourne Jr.  Included is information about
the withdrawal from the federal budget of
funds for urgent repair of the levees.

The compassionate, generous variety of
responses by our congregations, families,
friends, schools, and so many groups and
agencies has been heartening and we
gratefully recognize this.  May these ef-
forts endure, and be mutually beneficial
for all involved.

A great challenge to improve our justice
practices has come to each of us with the
vivid  images and evidence of racism,
poverty, and neglect of environmental is-
sues which were laid bare before us after
the hurricane.   How are we called to ad-
dress these realities wherever we live?

“Love Casts out Fear,” also stands out in
the art design.  Read on in this issue to
learn what happened to Voices in the Wil-
derness with their loving, fearless actions
of nonviolent anti-Iraq war work.

 Hope can be found in this issue in two ar-
ticles: one, news of an 8th Day book
which relates the UN Human Rights

Document with Catholic Social Teaching.
The book takes a strong positive stance in
the midst of great human rights abuses in
our world. Two, our globalization focus
group presents a Free Trade Statement
which gives information and minimal
bench marks with which to consider trade
agreements. It takes courage to do this
when multinational corporations have
power which rivals, and sometimes ex-
ceeds, the power of nations.

As we continue together in “Pursuing the
Prophetic”:

May God bless us with anger at
injustice, oppression, and

exploitation of people and the earth
so that we will work for justice,

equity, and peace.

May God bless us with
the foolishness to think that we

can make a difference in the world,
so we will do the things which

others say cannot be done. (excerpts from
 an unknown source)

ALLELUIA   (Did you see this?)

And with the words from a Cenacle
League Card:

“Let us go forward in faith, walking to
the edge of all we have, and taking one

more step.”

ALLELUIA  (Did you……….)?

Year 31 ...

Mary Kay Flanigan, OSF, a Rochester, MN
Franciscan, has been on the 8th Day staff
for 12 years.

Curr ent Staff:
Back  (l-r):  Dorothy
Pagosa, SSF-TOSF, Mike
Corlew, Christy Lytle,
CSA, 3rd row:  Gwen
Farr y, BVM, John
Gonzalez,  Bob Bossie,
SCJ, 2nd Row:  Mary
Kay Flanigan, OSF,
Cesar Macias, Brian
McLauchlin, SVD,
Front:  Stephanie
Dernek,  Kathleen
Desautels, SP, Helen
Gourlay, BVM  (Photo
by Juanita Rhea)

Mary Kay Flanigan, OSF
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Maura, Ita, Dorothy and Jean – Presente

he brutal kidnapping, rape and murders of the four
American Churchwomen in El Salvador 25 years
ago this Dec. 2 was a galvanizing event for many

of us. It was a seminal moment. Still reeling from the hor-
ror of the assassination of Archbishop Oscar Romero on
March 24 of the same year, one felt overwhelmed with
feelings of both sorrow and outrage. The murder of these
four women was the event that impelled many of us, who
were otherwise sympathetic bystanders in political orga-
nizing work, to step up and speak out for the first time.

The deaths of the four women and those of so many
martyred in El Salvador and elsewhere in Central America
during those civil war years called us to join with others to
do analysis, to ask the questions – who benefits from US
policies? Who bears the burden? What values do they re-
flect? Whose values? People learned of the tens of thou-
sands of people living in poverty in these Central Ameri-
can countries. They learned of the human rights violations
of disappearances, tortures, and murders as a result of US-
led economic and political policies.

Mar tyrs for  our Time - 1980-2005
                            Kathleen Desautels, SP

The “burden of knowing,” a term coined by Margie Tuite,
OP, seeped into the consciousness of so many religious
women and men that one could not not act. Individual ac-
tions, yes, but the times called for collective actions of soli-
darity, e.g., letters-to-the-editor, letters and visits to
Congresspersons, signing petitions, organizing educational
forums.  It was the “burden of knowing” that encouraged so
many to get involved in initiatives such as Witness for
Peace, the Pledge of Resistance, and the Sanctuary Move-
ment in the 1980s, and the 15-year struggle to close the
School of the Americas (SOA/WHINSEC) that continues to
this day. Readers will remember that three of the five cited
for the murders of the four Churchwomen were graduates of
that “school.”

The spirit of Jean, Dorothy, Ita and Maura live on in each of
us who continues the struggle of being in solidarity with
people made poor by unfair economic and political policies.
Whether in El Salvador, Iraq, Colombia or even at home
with the people of  New Orleans and the Mississippi Delta
we carry the “burden of knowing” in our hearts and in our
collective actions for justice.

Before her death Ita Ford wrote about why she needed to
stay in El Salvador - “I don’t know if it is in spite of, or be-
cause of, the horror, terror, evil, confusion, lawlessness, but
I do know that it is right to be here.” With Ita many of us
can say similarly – We don’t know if it’s in spite of, or be-
cause of, the horror and terror that is perpetuated by US cor-
porate-led economic policies worldwide that keeps us in the
struggle. What we do know is that it’s “right and just” to be
among those who believe in and are working toward a better
world for all.

To Dorothy, Jean, Ita and Maura, on this 25th Anniversary of
your martyrdom, we pray -  Presente!

8th Day Center for Justice is grateful to Sister Diane Pinchot, OSU, one
of Dorothy Kazel’s Ursurline Community members, for providing the
front cover of this issue of Centerings’ art piece to commemorate the
25th anniversary of the martyrdom of the four American Church-
women. In 1990, after completing her MFA in Ceramic Sculpturing,
she was invited by the Diocesan Cleveland Mission Team in El Salvador
to help design and build an altar on the spot where the Churchwomen
were raped and murdered. Diane’s cover design reflects her concerns
for eco-justice and the sacred connections between being actively en-
gaged in justice work and the arts when it is grounded in faith, love and
nonviolence.

Kathleen Desautels, SP is in her 20th year as a staff person at 8th

Day for the Sisters of Providence, St. Mary-of-the-Woods, IN.
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We affirm  the following  principles as fundamental
for any international trade agreement. These principles
come out of numerous sources of wisdom including
Catholic social teachings:

Human Dignity and Integrity of All Cr eation
Preferential Option for the Poor
Sustainability
Oversight of civil society
Transparency and Accountability
Subsidiary of local communities and governments.

We do not agree with the current free trade model
for several reasons.

The foundational theories 1 of North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) and other free trade agreements are
based upon assumptions that do not take into consideration
the complex reality of international trade.2 The theories fail
to acknowledge the reality of free-flowing capital between
states or states with varying levels of infrastructure and
technology such as Mexico and the US. The assumptions
made by these theories apply only in highly hypothetical
cases and have not accurately predicted the effects of
NAFTA .

Economists use the total gain to a nation’s economy (usu-
ally expressed as gross domestic product) as the measure of
success, but most of the gains occur only to the wealthiest
citizens of the population.3  While the people who are poor
on all sides of these agreements suffer greatly, there is no
mechanism to advocate for them or to allow them to advo-
cate for themselves. NAFTA-style trade agreements further
marginalize the fringes of society by promoting unsustain-
able economies.4  In the US, NAFTA has caused unemploy-
ment or underemployment which contributes to the growing
prison populations.  In Mexico inequality is growing by the
year. The richest 10% of the Mexican population now earn
35.6% of the country’s income, while the poorest 10% earn

only 1.6% of the income.5 Of the population of Mexico
40% are below the poverty line.6  Faced with heavily subsi-
dized food imports Mexican campesino farmers can no
longer sustain their livelihood, which has led to several up-
risings in southern Mexico, including the Zapatistas.

The workers of all countries involved in free trade suffer.
Multinational corporations often use threats of relocation as
bargaining chips against organized labor and laws that pro-
mote a good standard of living for workers.7  The NAFTA
trade adjustment assistance (NAFTA-TAA)  program,
which offered aid to US workers whose jobs were relocated
specifically due to NAFTA, calculated 525,094 jobs relo-
cated from the US between 1994-2002.8  This free flow of
capital, in the form of the corporate entity and foreign in-
vestment, puts downward pressure on labor wages, health
standards, environmental protections, and worker rights. As
an example in Mexico: while manufacturing exports did in-
crease,  the average wage of Mexican manufacturing work-
ers declined from $5 per day in 1994 to $4 per day in 2004.9

This is what is commonly known as the “race to the bot-
tom,” a rush to the areas with the lowest standards in order
to make the largest profits.

Beyond the basic economic flaws with trade agreements
like NAFTA we are also concerned with the Investor to
State Dispute mechanisms that are part of these trade agree-
ments. Chapter 11 of NAFTA gave rise to secret tribunals
that allow investors and corporations to sue nations for laws
that regulate corporate action.10 This anti-democratic
mechanism furthers the race to the bottom by allowing cor-
porations to financially press a participating nation to alter
its environmental and social laws using the argument that
these regulations hinder corporations’ ability to maximize
any potential profit. Many of these cases are directed
against local or state laws with the process excluding local
authorities such as the attorney general of the State (these
tribunals are held between corporations/investors and the
federal government). This mechanism fully undermines lo-
cal democratic authority.

Free Trade Statement
The 8th Day Center’s staff strongly opposes the current method of corporate-controlled globalization specifically used in trade
agreements modeled after the 1994 NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agreement).  The following statement first outlines the
principles that we believe need to be the basis from which free trade agreements should be guided, followed by a condensed criti-
cism of the NAFTA model of trade agreements.  We conclude this statement with bench marks, which we see as minimal realistic
measures that we will be looking for trade agreements to meet in the near future.
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1.  Human Rights--ITA shall pledge to uphold the rights of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Geneva Conven-
tions and all other applicable human rights standards. In the
American continents ITA shall also pledge to uphold the
American Convention on Human Rights with development of
a tribunal to resolve disputes with regard to the violation of
these rights.

2.  Labor Standards (Principles and Mechanisms)--ITA
shall comply with the 1998 International Labor Organization
(ILO) Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at
Work, with inclusion of eight core ILO conventions.11 ITA
shall also delegate to the ILO monitoring authority in addition
to other independent monitoring that will occur in consultation
with civil society regarding these principles.12

3.  Community Consultative Process--ITA shall engage in a
transparent negotiated process that involves the local citizens
and civil society organization. This would include providing
for full access to information and intergovernmental negotia-
tions as well as opportunities for local governmental and NGO
input. Furthermore, ITA shall affirm local indigenous and
marginalized communities to full autonomy over local deci-
sions.

4.  Investors - State Dispute Mechanism--ITA shall not have
these types of mechanisms that allow corporations to directly
demand that a state alter its own laws based on “potential prof-
its losses.”

5.  Equal Market Access Strategies--ITA shall take into
consideration the market inequalities that exist between de-
veloped and undeveloped nations--in so doing, plan a con-
structive strategy for using tariffs and standards that would
lead to the development of the industrial, technological and
infrastructure of undeveloped nations. This should be re-
flected by the developed nations ending subsidies and low-
ering or eliminating tariffs from the start of the trade agree-
ment

6.   Protection of those who are Marginalized--Under no cir-
cumstances should the trade agreement facilitate or encourage
the displacement of, or deprivation of, property or rights of
those who are poor and/or marginalized.

7.  Economic Sustainability--Economic instability and mar-
ket fluctuations are unavoidable side effects of free trade
agreements. Therefore, we insist that participating govern-

ments prepare for the instability by strengthening social pro-
grams such as welfare, job training, healthcare, unemployment
protection, and universal education. This may be paid for in
part by tariffs on the flow of capital across national borders.

8.  Environmental Protections--The local community, in coa-
lition with the international environmentalist community,
should have the first and final say over all aspects of the
economy that have the potential to negatively impact the
biodiversity and sustainability of the environment. This over-
sight would extend to infrastructure projects such as dams and
airports. Additional taxes on foreign corporations and invest-
ment capital should be levied to support environmental law
enforcement and initiatives.

1  Heckscher Ohlin (HO) Theory is the basis for NAFTA. It is a improvement
on the Theory of Comparative Advantage.
2  HO Theory only takes into account only two countries, two factors of pro-

duction , and two products being traded.
3  Based on the World Bank’s GINI index, which measures disparity in the

distribution of wealth, as well as the UN Development Program’s figures from
the UN Human Development Index. In the US, the richest 1% own more than
the bottom 95%. A typical US CEO earns 419 times the average employee.
The richest 5% of American households own more than 60% of the nation’s
household wealth. Between 1973 and 1997, the average annual incomes of the
poorest 20% of families actually fell by 5%, while the average income of the
richest 20% of families grew by 41% . The incomes of the richest 5% of fami-
lies grew by 64%.Statistics current in 2000, taken from US Census figures and
Congressperson Bernard Sanders’ report “Working Families in the Global
Economy.”
 4  In Mexico Between 1993 and 1995 the number of unemployed workers
had doubled to 1.7 million. Between 1994 and 1996 real hourly Mexican
wages had fallen by 27 %, and stood at 37 % less than 1980 levels. During the
first three years of NAFTA,  the citizens classed as “extremely poor” had risen
from 32 % to 51 %.
 5   2002  estimate from CIA World Fact Book.
 6   2003 estimate from CIA World Fact Book.
 7   In Mexico union membership fell from 30% in 1980 to 20% in 2000.-
NACLA vol 39 no 1 pg 18
 8  A regularly updated searchable database of NAFTA_TAA and TAA certifi-

cations is maintained by Public Citizen’s Global Trade Watch at http://
www.citizen.org/trade/nafta/
 9  Public Citizen’s Global Trade Watch, “The Mexican Economy Agriculture
and Environment”  Public Citizen’s NAFTA in Ten Series,  http://
www.citizen.org/trade/nafta/. Also the North American Congress on Latin
America reports that Mexican workers’ wages fell by 50% between 1980-
2000. NACLA vol 39 no 1 pg 18.
10   Ibid., “Undermining Soverignty and Democracy”I
11   ILO conventions (29, 87, 100, 105, 111, 138, and 182)
12   ILO convention (169)

Main architects of the Statement: Michael Corlew, Stephanie Dernek, John
Gonzalez of the Globilization Committee.

Therefore, 8th Day Center for Justice calls for the
following minimal bench marks in present and up-
coming US International Trade Agreements (ITA):
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Congratulations on a wonderful event!  It was wonderful to
see to many good friends gathering to honor 8th Day which
has worked so quietly and yet consistently with so many dif-
ferent groups in the city and yet managed to stay out of the
foibles of all...Nancy Mikelsons

Celebrating

Cheri Honkala, (second from left) of the Poor Peoples
Economic Human Rights Campaign, main speaker of the
day, traveled with co-workers Wilfr edo Ramos, and
Cecilia Garza from Kensington, PA.   The three are pic-
tur ed with Dorothy Pagosa, SSJ-TOSF, 8th Day staff.

Congratulations, Doloice Phelps.
Keep up the good work!!  D. Hyde

Rose Mary Meyer, BVM, and Marcelline
Koch, OP, assist with registration.

Barbara and Dave Corcoran visit with Rose Miller, OLVM, and
Rose Ann Keiser, OLVM.

A Lifetime Achievement Award was given to Deloice Phelps aka
Nana Yaa Asantewa for her 30 years of service at 8th Day.  Yaa
is pictured with emcee James Thindwa of Jobs for Justice.

Some former staff  members enjoy
the day: (l to r) Katie McHugh,
BVM, Dor othy Garland, SP, Sandy
LoPorto, SSJ-TOSF, Marilyn Uline,
OP, and Chuck Dahm, OP.
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May you continue the prophetic and pas-
sionate work for many years to come.
Aloha and Mahab... Patrick Chee (former
Providence volunteer at 8thDay)

30 Years

What a great organization–one of my favorites–for
its effectiveness in combining local and global ac-
tion and for its faithful witness!  Blessings!
David Schilling, ICCR

Thanks for keeping hope alive through justice, prayers,
and caring.  Be Blessed...Cynthia Carodine

Great to be part of your
history...Carmelita Madison

Display at the entryway of the Teamsters Auditorium
set the stage for the day’s festivities.

Audio recordings of the day’s events are available
on our web site:  www.8thdaycenter.org
Special thanks to Joellen Sbrissa, CSJ, for the
many  photos she contributed  to this issue.

Gingarte Dance Tr oupe performs a Brazilian dance.

Approximately 350
persons gathered
for 8th Day’s 30th
Anniversary,
Sept. 18, ‘05 at
Teamster’ s Hall,
Chicago, IL.

 “Voices” singing group brightened the day as did Vicios de Papa
Singing Group (not pictured).

Silent Auction
items numbered
54.  Ecuador
artifacts are
pictur ed here.
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Time To Act On Behalf of Poor Is Now
The following is the talk (slightly abridged) given by Cheri
Honkala, national coordinator of the Poor People’s Eco-
nomic Human Rights Campaign, at 8th Day’s 30th anni-
versary celebration.  (Audio available on our web site).

t is with great honor that I stand here today for your
30th anniversary.

I want to begin today by telling you a little about myself
and the journey that God has taken me on and the lessons I
have learned along the way.  I grew up in a poor family of
five.  Life was always about making something out of noth-
ing and my mother specialized in this endeavor.  She made
gourmet meals out of macaroni and cheese and dresses for
us out of curtains; toilet paper served as napkins.  Little
did I know that later in life these skills would become a
crucial tool in my ability to stay alive, keep family together,
and to help others stay alive.

Regardless of her amazing skills she (my mother) wasn’t
able to protect us from the violence of poverty.  My mother,
unable to get us a house, lost me to be raised in nine insti-
tutions before I even hit 16, because she was a victim of
domestic violence and there were no shelters for victims of
domestic violence during that period in history.  My dear
sweet mother who took beatings to keep us together and
daily made something out of nothing, now was being clas-
sified as an unfit mother and I became a ward of the state.

Here I was: a young girl being told that the woman who
made daily sacrifices for me was unfit and that the institu-
tions that I was getting daily beatings in was good.  Some-
thing was wrong with this picture.  Something was wrong
with the truth.  But how could these people in suits and
ties, police and judges be putting me in harm’s way?  It
was those dark lonely nights without my sisters and brother
and mother that I would cry quietly throughout the night
praying that God would help me make it to the next day.

This is where I began my search for truth. Was my mother
really unfit?  Did I have to be separated from my family?
Was it really better for me to be raised in institutions?  To
spend Christmas and my birthdays alone?  Why was I
taken?  Why couldn’t they just help my mother to learn how
to read and write, help her to get a job, help her to get
housing?  These would be questions I would come to ask
over and over again of authorities in the years to come and
these are the similar questions being asked of the victims of
Katrina.  Why are families being separated?  Why are they
being sent to shelters when there’s more abandoned houses
than homeless people in this country?  ...  Why is all this

happening when we live in a country of plenty?  Why are
we letting people go without the basic necessities of life
when they don’t have to?

This is what the Poor People’s Economic Human Rights
Campaign is dedicated to changing. People suffering from
poverty–the worst form of violence–when they don’t have
to in our country.  Daily we speak truth to power by hold-
ing sit-ins in military recruiting offices demanding money
for housing and healthcare.  We take over government
abandoned houses to house homeless people.  We build en-
campments on land and call them “Bushvilles” to call at-
tention to the inhumane conditions that people are living
in.  But, most importantly, we’re helping to build God’s
disciples–people who are committed to a higher law–one
of humanity and it is these amazing leaders that I get to
work with everyday of my life: ...  Because God believes
that a movement led by the poor is not only the right thing,
history has shown us this, but it will be this movement that
helps to liberate all of us.

The days ahead are becoming more difficult for our move-
ment led by the poor.  We’re being blocked out by national
media; our leaders are constantly arrested and many times
face trumped up charges.  All the money for “so called”
homeland security has been used for social control of the
people in our country and civil liberties are being stripped
away daily.  The federal and state budget cuts are as Dra-
conian as you could imagine with 700,000 people being
cut off Medicaid in Tennessee.  Literally, people are dying
every day because they don’t have their oxygen or other
life-sustaining medicines.

Our folks who are dying have been sitting in the Capitol
now for almost three months and I’m sure none of you
have heard about it on the news.  And yet, unlike Katrina,

Cheri Honkala,
national coordi-
nator of  the
Poor People’s
Economic Hu-
man Rights
Campaign, in
Kensington , PA,
receives the
Prophet Award.

I
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these deaths could have been prevented and even more can be stopped.

In this room reside God’s disciples–people who have committed your life to doing the Lord’s work and I believe it is no
accident that He has brought me at this time to engage with all of you–because it is your leadership and commitment at
this moment and time in history that is needed now more than ever to speak to the inequities happening in our world to-
day–to mobilize the religious community, to challenge your brothers and sisters to act to fight for change and not just
administer charity; to stop these preventable deaths from happening–this is not God’s will.

It is difficult times that we are facing; it is hard to stand up or to stand out right now–with the fear of being incarcer-
ated.  But it is those of you hand in hand with the poor of this country, who with God’s help will lead this country into a
more humane and just society.  The time is now for us to act together, to pray together, and to make this world a place
where all God’s children are free–free from unemployment, free from hunger, free from homelessness, free from want.

Thank you again for the work you do every day of your life.  May God bless you and challenge you to do even more.
This woman doesn’t cry alone anymore–for I have never been alone in the fight for justice.  Thank you for sharing this
important day with me.

Book, Conference Highlight UN Committee News
he UN Committee is about to publish a book en-
titled Equal in Dignity and Rights.  This book
highlights each of the 30 articles from the UN’s

Universal Declaration of Human Rights and illustrates how
Catholic social teachings complement these various ar-
ticles.  At the end of each article, a set of questions is pro-
vided for the reader’s reflection.  These questions serve as
a valuable guide for one’s personal response to human
rights and dignity or as a useful tool for communities to
examine their own racist attitudes.   Equal in Dignity and
Rights will be available soon from 8th Day.

Secondly, Stephanie Dernek, 8th Day staff member for Di-
vine Word Missionaries, attended the 58th Annual Depart-
ment of Public Information/Non-Governmental Organiza-
tion, (DPI/NGO) Conference in New York City, Sept 7-9.
This conference serves as an information network for
NGOs who embrace the larger vision of the UN and have
an interest in the UN’s Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs).  Nearly 3,000 people attended the conference,
representing over 1,000 organizations from 121 countries.

The keynote address of the conference was given by Ms.
Wahu Kaara, a Nobel Peace Prize nominee for 2005.  Ms.
Kaara emphasized the “White Ban Campaign” which urges
people to wear a white ban in solidarity for ending world
poverty by 2015.

On each day of the conference, there were several work-
shops available to participants.  Two of those attended by
Stephanie were: 1) “Corporate Social Responsibility: A
Case for Business Development and Values” which focused
on the responsibility of businesses and corporations to
implement human rights and other goals inherent in the
MDGs;  and  2) “Care with Dignity: Good Practices in Ap-
proaches to HIV/AIDS” which focused on a successful
community-based project in India that implements the
MDGs in their care for persons suffering with HIV disease.

Brian McLauchlin, SVD

Time to Act (continued from p. 8)

UN DPI/NGO Conference, New York,  in Sept. brings to-
gether staff and Assembly members: (l to r) Stephanie
Dernek, Patricia Dunne, DC, Arlene Ashack, IBVM, and
Sheila Kinsey, OSF.

Brian McLauchlin, SVD, works on the Centerings
 staff during his first year at 8th Day.

T
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“Thanks for the June 14th mailing from 8th Day regarding
the war in Iraq. I am very grateful for your leadership in this
area, and for keeping the issue alive and burning in the
Church’s consciousness. At the bishops’ meeting at the
Fairmont Hotel in Chicago last week, we scarcely men-
tioned Iraq outside of prayer, and no judgement (sic) seems
imminent. So I welcome your voice and join you in hope and
prayer.”  —  Thomas C. Kelly, OP, Archbishop of Louisville, KY,
June 20, ‘05

rchbishop Kelly wrote these words in response to our
statement, “A Catholic Voice on the invasion and occu-
pation of Iraq.” We mailed this statement to all US bish-

ops, published it in the Summer ‘05 issue of “Centerings”,
mailed to some 6,000 addresses. We  posted it on our web site,
circulated it through numerous email lists, including Jewish
and Muslim organizations as well as various provinces/regions
of the Center’s member congregations in other lands. And we
distributed thousands of copies at a variety of protests and vig-
ils, including the commemoration of the 60th anniversary of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki at the Nuclear Weapons Test Site in
Nevada.

 The  National Catholic Reporter quoted our statement in an
article entitled “It’s time to get out of Iraq, Say US religious
groups” (8/12/05). Locally, a parish printed the “Rationale”
portion of our statement in its Sunday bulletin. Also, Peace
Pledge - Chicago, of which we are part, used portions of our
statement in the resolution recently passed  by the Chicago
City Council calling for the immediate withdrawal of US
troops from Iraq. Additionally, our statement stirred  discus-
sion between the Center staff and those who have a different
experience of the occupation of Iraq.

Interestingly, Milwaukee’s Auxiliary Bishop Richard Sklba”s
recent reflection on  “The sorrow of a war-torn world” echoes
our statement:

“Nor can we allow ourselves to forget that the highest levels
of our universal Catholic Church concluded that the deci-

sion of the United States to go to war in Iraq was morally in-
defensible . . . . Since that time even greater moral clarity on
this question seems to have been provided by the lack of suffi-
cient cause, the unnecessary harm to innocent people and
preference for military rather than diplomatic solutions.”
(Milwaukee Catholic Herald, 8/11/05)

Our statement further declares that this invasion and occupation
(now costing $5 billion a month) are immoral because “astro-
nomical military spending steals from people who are made
poor through cuts in social programs.” This reality is born out
most dramatically, not only by the cost of hurricane relief, but
by the truth of poverty and racism unveiled in Hurricane
Katrina.

The staff has begun consideration of various ways to implement
the “Call” portion of the statement. One example has to do with
the “No Child Left Behind Act.” Under this act, any secondary
school receiving federal funds is required to give each student’s
personal information — including name  address and phone
number — to military recruiters unless the student or parent
signs a statement to the contrary. Failure to do so will result in a
loss of federal funding. Unfortunately, most students or parents
are not aware of this provision until they are contacted at home
by military recruiters. Center staff are considering encourag-
ing secondary schools of member congregations to notify, for-
mally, all students and their parents that they have the option
to stop the school from providing such private information to
recruiters, unless they have already done so. Check this site
www.leavemychildalone.org.

To further our mutual collaboration in stopping this occupation
and control of Iraq’s economy,  please send us your reflections
on our statement as well as information on how you or others
have used or are implementing it. You may find the statement in
the Summer ‘05 issue of “Centerings” or on line at
www.8thdaycenter.org  We hope to include your input in future is-
sues of Centerings.

Bob Bossie  is a 25-year staff member at the 8th Day Center.

A Catholic Voice:
                Pursuing the Prophetic                    Bob Bossie, SCJ

Our mutual efforts are essential given the federal court’s recent
decision to uphold a $20,000 fine against Voices in the Wilder-
ness, of which 8th Day is a co-founder, for bringing medicines to
Iraq during 13 years of economic sanctions against Iraq. These
sanctions not only were a vehicle for control of Iraq’s economy
— which we decry in our “Catholic Voice” statement, but they
killed tens of thousands of old and young persons in Iraq.
Voices’ campaign is now being conducted under the name,
Voices for Creative Nonviolence.

On  flag day, a
few days before
the bishop’s
meeting , we con-
ducted a proces-
sion to the Chi-
cago federal
building.
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taff changes for this year are:
Kathy Long, OP, after three
years as a vital staff person,

will take up residence in Cuernavaca,
Mexico, Nov.‘05 as Director of  The
Center for Intercultural Dialogue on
Development. To Kathy, we say many
thanks and a fond farewell.  Michael
Corlew, a Claretian volunteer for two
years, is now representing the
Claretians as a staff person.  Bro. Brian
McLauchlin, SVD, has joined 8th Day
as a full time volunteer.  We are grate-
ful that  Helen Gourlay, BVM, and
Mary O’Neill OP, continue as full time
volunteers.  Nancy McCarthy, BVM,
and Dick Heidkamp continue as part
time volunteers.

D O V E T A L E S
Staff News

     “Touch us with your truth
          Disturb us with your wisdom

Move us to whatever is next in love.”
                                              (from retreat opening prayer)

(Photo by Mary Ellen Meckley, BVM)
Retreatants Alice Rademacher, OP, Racine, WI; Candy
Kr epel, Milwaukee, WI; and Christine Fuller , OSF,
Evanston, IL, participate in 8th Day retreat.

8th Day Co-Sponsors First Retreat

Twenty-three persons from six states learned, shared, prayed, and re-
laxed at 8th Day’s first retreat.   Held in early June, the retreat “Deep-
ening a Spirituality of Justice” was co-sponsored with the Racine Do-
minican Retreat Center in Racine, WI where the retreat was held.

Retreatants were six lay women, one lay man, one diocesan priest, one
Order priest, and women from seven religious congregations. The 8th
Day retreat team was:   Dorothy Pagosa, SSJ-TOSF; Kathy Long, OP,
John Gonzalez; Mike Corlew; Helen Gourlay, BVM and Daisuke
Narui, SVD, participant and liturgist.

Themes focused on the cost and call of discipleship and the hope that
is needed in these times.  One retreatant stated what helped her most
was “hearing the stories of those who have put their lives on the line;
knowing that no matter how bad things get, there will always be
women and men of courage and faith who continue to have hope.
This helps me to have hope.”

On Sept. 18, the Center had its fourth
anniversary of a silent peace vigil at
the Chicago federal building, a vigil
which began the Tuesday following
Sept. 11, ‘01. During this time pass-
ersby have shown increasing support.
Participants have distributed over
130,000 educational leaflets.  Come
join us any Tuesday between 8-9 a.m.

When I came to work for the 8th Day Center in June 1975, I never imagined 30
years.  The work here at the 8th Day Center for the past 30 years has been great
for me.

A few of the issues that have been important to me are the Women’s Group, the
Free Mandela Coalition, just to name of few.  Many others were very important
helping me fight harder for peace and justice in the world.

Coming from a different faith other than the Catholic faith, I knew a very little
about it when I arrived.  Now I know, “I am of all faiths.”  I was glad that I
learned quickly and I was able to understand the work of the Center.  I especially
liked the way people described how the world can be.

The work at 8th Day Center for me resulted in human dignity, and a more just
world.  I hope as the world continues we can combat poverty and other things.
Then the people on this earth can enjoy more equality.  I do not say the people
are poor, but that people are made poor by structures that press them down.

This you know was a miracle in my life.   This shows the importance of educa-
tion.  I appreciate the way that the Center operates, where all staff have an equal
say in the decision making.  “We must be the change we wish to see in the
world.”  “If there is no struggle, there is no progress.”    AND SO IT IS!

Being at 8th Day for the Past 30 Years
          by DeLoice “Nana Yaa” Phelps
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Sponsoring  Members
Claretians, East, USA

Congregation of the Passion
(Holy Cross Province)

Divine Word Missionaries North America
 Franciscans, Rochester, MN
Priests of the Sacred Heart
Sisters of Charity, BVM

Sisters of Providence
(St. Mary-of-the-Woods, IN)
Sisters of St. Joseph of the
Third Order of St. Francis

Co-Sponsoring Members
Congregation  of the Passion
(Paul of the Cross Province)

 Dominican Sisters of  Columbus, OH
 Dominican Sisters of  Great Bend, KS
 Dominican Sisters of  Sinsinawa,WI

Member Friends
 Capuchin Province of St. Joseph

The Carmelites, Chicago
Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent

de Paul, Evansville, IN
Dominican Fathers/Brothers Central Province

 Dominican  Sisters of  Adrian, MI
Dominican Sisters  of  Springfield, IL

Franciscan  Province of the Sacred Heart
Hospital Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis

Missionary  Oblates of Mary Immaculate
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ
School Sisters of Notre Dame
School Sisters of St. Francis
Sisters of the Living Word

Sisters of  Mercy of  the Americas
(Chicago Regional Community)

Sisters of St. Joseph of La Grange, IL and Wheeling, WV

Contributing Members
Congregation of Sisters of St. Agnes

Dominican Sisters of Racine, WI
Franciscan Sisters of  Perpetual Adoration

Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart
Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Our Lady of Victory Missionary Sisters
Servants of Jesus, Detroit, MI
Sisters of Christian Charity

Sisters of St. Benedict, Rock Island, IL
Sisters of the Presentation, Dubuque, IA

Sisters of the Humility of Mary,  Villa Maria, PA
Wheaton Franciscans

“...I personally welcome this publication.  It  brings together  in a
coordinated way the  fundamental teachings of the Church  with key
elements  of the Universal Declaration.  Catholics need to under-
stand the authentic religious roots for human rights work.”

John T. Pawlikowski, OSM, PhD
Professor of Social Ethics

Catholic Theological Union

Coming LaComing LaComing LaComing LaComing La ter this Fter this Fter this Fter this Fter this F all...all...all...all...all...
Reserve your copy today!
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- A Correlation of Catholic Social Teaching
with the 30 Articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

8th Day Center for Justice


