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Rights of the Earth Community

At the request of the Coordinating Council the presentation for this

May, 2008 Assembly Meeting was to focus on issues and questions to

consider in light of the November elections. The Staff committee chose

– Rights of the Earth Community  – as the lens with which to view four

particular areas of the Center’s work this year

~ Environment

~ Militarism

~ Poverty and Economic Analysis

~ Migration

The following summaries are given to augment today’s panel

presentation.

Cover photo taken by Liz Deligio at a Dole Flower plantation outside of
Bogota, Colombia. Liz, staff for Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adora-
tion, La Crosse, was recently in Colombia meeting with the Ethics Com-
mission.
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ENVIRONMENT

from the Global Climate Change and Sustainability Branches

“What you people call resources, our people call our relatives”

Oren Lyons – faith keeper of Onondaga

Could it be that the most appropriate candidates for elections would be the

ones who have a sense of all beings [animals, rocks, minerals, plants, people

etc] as relatives? And also be the ones who would care the most about extinc-

tion of species, now at around 80 a day?

   Through our work on Environment –Sustainable Living, global warming looms
mightily. We believe that paradigm shifts are needed in significant areas rather

than the continuation of present decisions and programs. There are efforts to

cap emissions for corporations, but yet allow the trading/selling of coupons to

emit pollution and avoid the lowering of emissions. Examples are shifting from

nuclear, “clean” coal energy and corn for bio-fuels (needed for food now), to

wind, solar, thermal, and other creative energies in process. We know of the
high atmospheric pollution from air travel, and what does it take to really limit,

decrease the flying mode, rather than the off set contributions and reforesta-

tion programs.  With our military known as one of the largest polluters, yet,

why does the pattern of continuing impunity of not treating the land, leaving

chemicals and harmful substances behind? What shift would it take to stop

arming the stratosphere with a variety of pollutants and dangerous materials
for security, armaments and dominance purposes? While developed countries

are more responsible for global warming, the less developed countries have

most consequences of the extreme storms, becoming a dumping ground for the

U.S. to ship their trash, export our carbon emissions, and exploit their natural

resources for profit.  There are conversations about a tax on developed countries.

   While water belongs to the “commons”, and is necessary for life for all of us,

yet, privatization of water for profit and persons excluded are of grave concern. 

Several countries who sold their water rights to companies have had to reverse

this through people power actions.   The International Monetary Fund, the

World Bank and Debt Relief Plans still demand the privatization of water as a

condition for loans or relief.  Work continues by a combination of Regional/
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State and local groups to protect the well being of the Great Lakes for a just

and not privatized use of this fresh water.  Efforts continue to stop mountain

top removal for purposes of mining coal and minerals with this resulting in

pollution of land and nearby water sources.

What do our Presidential candidates say about the Environment?

Each candidate has a category of Environment- Global Warming on her/his

web site. Please see a hand out for specifics.  As a summary:

! All three candidates mention market forces, or market based programs

    to reduce green house gases.

!  One has a Strategic Energy fund [paid for by oil companies who must

    either invest in renewable energy or give part of there land fall profits]

    to promote clean energy technologies.

!  Another has a cap and trade system for emissions.

!  One mentions a limit to carbon emissions.

!  One calls for changing carbon emissions by 80%reduction of 1990

   levels by 2050

!  Another calls for reducing emissions to 1990 levels by 2020, and 80%

   below 1990 levels by 2050

!  Two candidates call for investment in energy efficiency and advanced

    clean energy. One of these specifically mentions nuclear and “clean” coal.

!  All candidates mention reducing reliance on foreign oil or on oil imports.

!  There was one proposal for job program for emerging green

   technology industries

!  One stated a belief in common sense stewardship

!  No candidate mentioned the water issues, looming food crises, the

   effects on environment by people impoverished, the military as a polluter,

   effects of arming the universe.

!  The fact that 54% of Federal budget goes for military purposes adversely

   affects all issues.
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Presidential Ask

This cannot wait we need comprehensive action now!!

Plans must include:

! Reduce Carbon

! Stopping of funding for exploration of all Fossil Fuels

! No Carbon trading, offsets don’t work, not an option.

! Renewable, clean energy, shift fossil fuel monies to renewable;

    wind, solar.

! Shift to green jobs, need to put resources here

! Steps toward adapting our to protect the most vulnerable,

    ex: building seawalls, shifting jobs, anticipate through action today

    vs. having to react after a tragedy or devastation and ensuring that

    no one is displaced either economically or physically.

Actions for your congregation

Get a small group together to work through the “Low Carbon Diet.”

Join the campaign for 100 organizations to reduce 100 Million lbs of

Carbon. (www.neis.org)

Reduce your carbon foot print personally, community, state,

nationally and internationally.

Reduce your water consumption www.h2oconserve.org

Consider attending a Climate Convergence this summer

www.climateconvergence.org  in late July.

Resources

No-Nonsense Guide to Climate Change by Dinyar Godrej

Low Carb(on) Diet workbook www.empowermentinstitute.net

Cradle to Cradle: remaking the way we make things

by William McDonough & Michael Braungart

Video from Species Alliance www.speciesalliance.org

Saving Species www.savingspecies.org

Track where you coal comes from www.ILoveMountains.org

Earth First
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MILITARISM

from the  Militarism Branch

Of all the enemies to public liberty war is, perhaps, the most to be dreaded

because it comprises and develops the germ of every other. War is the parent

of armies; from these proceed debts and taxes … known instruments for

bringing the many under the domination of the few.… No nation could

preserve its freedom in the midst of continual warfare.

-James Madison, Political Observations, 1795

The largest expense in the world comes in the form of military and arms trade,

which in 2006 was estimated to have reached $1204 billion dollars. 1  US mili-

tary expenses account for one half of the total world military spending. The

wars in Iraq in Afghanistan contribute to a significant amount to the stagger-

ing rise in US military spending. The operational costs of the Iraq/Afghanistan

direct military operations-not even including long term costs such as taking

care of wounded veterans—already exceeds the costs of the 12-year war in

Vietnam and is more than double the cost of the Korean war. 2

Democratic candidates have created similar strategic plans for US troop with-

drawal from Iraq with tough diplomatic measures with Iran and the surround-

ing regions. Although anti-war rhetoric is everywhere in the democratic cam-

paign, all strategies maintain substantial levels of US forces, personnel, and

private contractors remaining in Iraq and surrounding regions indefinitely.

Private military contractors including controversial armed factions such as

Blackwater, reported for illegal and unprovoked shooting of Iraqi civilians, yet

continue to remain unaccountable to US law and have further damaged rela-

tionships between the US government and Iraqi nationals. In addition, candi-

dates intend to significantly increase the permanent US military in order to

maintain military initiatives internationally and domestically and sustained

militarization of the border.

   With the incredible amount of money the United States continues to priori-

tize for ongoing war, weapons making, domestic security and foreign military

occupation, what does this say about the priorities of our nation?
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What kind of message does it send to other countries to have half of the worlds

total spending in arms production and military spending?  How can we begin

to demonstrate to the rest of the world significant steps towards reconciliation

and reconstruction, rather than occupation and economic domination? What

are the steps we can take as a nation towards global unification rather than

military force and threat?

Further resources:

“Despite Antiwar Rhetoric, Clinton-Obama Plans Would Keep US Merce-

naries, Troops in Iraq for Years to Come” www.democracynow.org/2008/

2/28/jeremy_scahill_despite_anti_war_rhetoric

Winter Soldier: Eyewitness Testimonies of Military in

Iraq/Afghanistan War  http://www.ivaw.org/wintersoldier/testimony

“A Responsible Plan to End the War in Iraq”   Presented by candidates for

US House: Burner (WA), Edwards (MD), Massa (NY) Pingree (MA) Perriello

(VA) Polis (CO), http://burner.3cdn.net/

20f4382dfab715f445_qvm6ibjk6.pdf

Stop Outsourcing Security Act: S 2398 to phase out the use of private

military contractors http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c110:S.2398:

Department of Defense Security Spending Request for Fiscal Year 2009

http://www.armscontrolcenter.org/policy/securityspending/articles/

fy09_dod_request/

(Institute for Policy Studies) a progressive, multi-issue think tank that

links ideas to action for peace, justice, and the environment

www.ips-dc.org

Institute for Policy Studies: Iraq Quagmire: Cost of War http://www.ips-

dc.org/getfile.php?id=167

1 Stockholm International Peace Research Institute Yearbook 2007 http:/

/yearbook2007.sipri.org/chap8
2 Stiglitz, Joseph, and Bilmes, Linda, “The Three Trillion Dollar War,” The

Times (UK), 23 February 2008.
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POVERTY AND ECONOMIC ANALYSIS

from the  Poverty and Economic Analysis Branch

Domestic Poverty – the hidden crisis

A report was issued by the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities on April 9,

2008, less than one month ago.  Income inequality has grown in most states

over the past two decades.  The top fifth’s income rose by 9% while the poorest

fifth declined by 2.5%.  The National Coalition for the Homeless did a survey to

check on the effects of homelessness due to the foreclosure crisis.  Nearly 61%

of responders had seen an increase in homelessness since the foreclosure cri-

sis began in 2007. Food prices are skyrocketing.  Food stamps, our major

defense against extreme hunger, are not keeping up with the cost. The Farm

Bill increases the amount in food stamps.  President Bush is threatening to

veto the bill.

As you are looking at the candidates, please consider the following. How will

they update unemployment insurance and extend the amount of time workers

receive benefits during the economic downturn? Will they raise the minimum

wage to a living wage? Will they maintain or improve the social safety net?

What will they do for homeowners at risk of losing their homes and entering

the homeless population, not just the mortgage companies? How will they end

homelessness?  What is their job creation program? How will they provide food

security for our country?

Global Economic Justice

There is a poster that hangs on the wall of the conference room at 8 th  Day

Center for Justice, which reads: “How will our efforts in this room today, effect

the people who are poor, those who are marginalized and the whole of the

cosmos?”  The fact is that decisions of those who have power will “effect the

people who are poor, those who are marginalized and the whole of the cosmos”

for better or for worse.
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A recent Brookings Institute article calls on the next president to have a

“comprehensive national strategy” that should “embrace trade and address

legitimate concerns about globalization” among other issues.  Although the

article calls for protections for workers in this country, nothing is said

about the effect of our trade policies on those who live in the other coun-

tries who sign these agreements.  We are well aware of the increasing prob-

lems of poverty, migration, increased costs of basic products, fuel and elec-

tricity that have been the result of the North American Free Trade Agree-

ment signed in 1994 by Mexico, the United States and Canada.  Other

FTAs with Central and South American countries have followed with simi-

lar consequences.

What questions can we bring to this presidential campaign?

~ Will you support efforts to reduce agricultural subsidies for large US

corporations so that farmers in poor countries can earn fair prices?

~ Will you support policies that treat economic migrants with dignity

and enable them to earn their livelihood?

~ Will you change the priorities in the federal budget from high mili-

tary expenditures to programs that will support the well being of our

citizens and work for peace in the world?

Please check out the following websites to see our presidential

hopefuls’ stands on the issues:

http://www.ontheissues.org/Hillary_Clinton.html

http://www.ontheissues.org/John_McCain.html

http://www.ontheissues.org/Barack_Obama.html
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MIGRATION
from the  Im/Migration Branch

No matter what issue of injustice we work on, whether that be the environ-
ment, militarism, global or domestic poverty or migration, the
interconnectedness is clear. In a very specific way, migration or the process
of migration highlights an almost invisible connection between the political
and the economical structures of society. If we looked at the historical rela-
tionship between the US and Mexico we would see immigrant legislation
influenced heavily if not completely by the economic well being of the richer
country. 1  For example, in response to the shortage of work that accompa-
nied the effects of the Great Depression in the 1930’s the U.S. government
sponsored a supposedly voluntary repatriation program in which 500,000
Mexican Americans were transported by train back to Mexico. Then, a de-
cade later as the U.S. was in need of cheap labor because World War II had
taken many people to fight in Europe and incarcerated thousands of Japa-
nese Americans. Mexico and the U.S. developed the Bracero Program, un-
der which Mexican workers traveled to the United States to work in agricul-
tural areas of the Southwestern and Western parts of the nations. Workers
were promised just wages and specific living and working conditions, how-
ever for a certain period the Mexican government refused to send workers
to Texas because conditions were so poor.
   Now, with the latest developments of the global market place and the
passing of international free trade agreements we can see the beginnings of
a global class system. Before Clinton came into office, the Reagan-Bush
administration had passed CUFTA, a trade agreement between Canada and
the U.S., creating a model for free trade that left out environmental stan-
dards and worker rights. Reagan had already drafted NAFTA in 1992 before
Clinton was in office but could not get it passed. When Clinton was run-
ning for office he told voters and his party that his focus would be on health
care and that he would not support a free trade agreement that did not
have protections on the environment and worker rights. Once elected, the
Clinton Administration began advertising its support for NAFTA saying it
would be beneficial for U.S., Mexican and Canadian governments. The New
Your Times, Wall Street Journal and the Washington Post all promoted
NAFTA to the general public, saying it would be advantageous for US, Mexi-
can and Canadian economies.
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This claim specifically is impossible, as with economics not every party can
benefit, when one group profits one does not. However, Clinton assured the
public that out of “…19 serious economic studies on NAFTA by liberals and
conservatives alike; 18 of them have concluded that there will be no job loss.”
In 1994 Clinton passed NAFTA and as a result thousands of jobs were sent
across the Mexican border where labor and materials were cheaper, the smaller
farms could not compete with corporations and the cost of living went up as
well. Corporations benefit and waves of immigrants are forced to leave their
home because they could not support themselves.  Since NAFTA was imple-
mented immigration from Mexico alone has gone from 2 million to 12  million
reported undocumented individuals living and working in the United States. 2

Currently there are four more bilateral free trade agreements that have been
developed off of this same model with similar rhetoric from politicians.
   When we look at how any politician is framing, or more importantly not
framing the issues we work on, we are able to see structural injustice at play.
All the presidential candidates talk about securing the borders, building rela-
tionships with Mexico or the need for comprehensive immigration reform. How-
ever, none of them talk about what happens to people before they get here, or
what causes the process of migration.

1 The same could be said of the relationship between the US and other countries
that have equal disparity of wealth, but for space I will concentrate on the Mexico,
US relationship.
2 Faux, Jeff. The Global Class War . New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc, 2006.

Resources:
Creating Alternatives
Coop America www.coopamerica.org
Chicago Fair Trade www.chicagofairtrade.org
Global Exchange www.globalexchange.org
Jobs with Justice www.jwj.org

Events and Experiences
Migrant Trail Walk for Life
May 26 th -June 1 st, 2008
www.derechoshumanosaz.net
Colombia Delegation
U.S. LEAP www.usleap.org

8th Day Resources
Creating Just Language
Removing the dichotomy that sets us
apart as one human family.  From the
words we use “Legal” “Illegal” to the
economic and physical barriers that
keep us separated.

International Trade
Bilaterals- focuses on bilateral
trade agreements www.bilaterals.org
Stop CAFTA www.stopcafta.org
Public Citizen www.citizen.org
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